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Message from Marsh Street Centre

N0H 1J0 519-599-3345

We would like to let everyone know that we have not forgotten
you during these trying times. Our number one priority has been
to safeguard the future of the Centre through rigorous financial
economy. Without the luxury of significant reserve funds, we have
reduced all expenses as much as possible and, even with the loss of
planned revenue, our financial situation remains manageable for at
least a few months.
March 14, when we cancelled our St. Patty’s Day concert with The
Celtic Kitchen Party and closed our doors, it was the early days of
the pandemic, and we hoped for a quick return to normal, but as
the situation unfolded day by day we realized we may not be able to
hold concerts until fall at the earliest. Some of our previously booked
concerts have now been rescheduled to 2021. For those of you who
have tickets to some of our postponed events, your tickets are still
valid. If you would like a refund, that option is available to you upon
request. We would be grateful however, if you could hang in there
with us and consider keeping your ticket, or if you can’t make it on
the new date, giving it to a friend, or donating your ticket the Centre.
We have begun holding ‘Coffee at the Marsh’ over Zoom and have
similarly conducted this month’s board meeting. With the help of a
grant from Blue Mountain Village Foundation, it is our intention to
offer an online concert and we have plans for other on-line musical
events. As soon as permitted, by Ontario and TBM, we will open
appropriate spaces for use by our community. We anticipate being
able to host very small gatherings initially and foresee a limited
demand for ‘socially distanced’ events. We hope to be able to offer our
core program, Marsh Street Rocks, early in the stages of reopening
and have discussed possible formats for other events.
Social Isolation - is a song written by Josh Gloster from the band
J.A.C.C. Marsh Street Rocks. Josh sings and plays guitar. Bass is by
Alastair Lansdale. Video footage shot by Kristin Schnelten, Scott
Gloster, Gary Gillespie and photos by Charlie Taylor-Gillespie and
freepics. Video editing, programming and mixing by Gary Gillespie.
BuildaBand Rock School and instructor at Marsh Street Rocks music
program. Video on the Marsh Street website or youtu.be/3Wki-58jfJg
Updated Concert Event Details
Celtic Kitchen Party - Saturday, May 30 @ 7pm
We have been working with our wonderful friends at the Celtic
Kitchen Party to put together a free live stream concert event. Stay
tuned for more details on our web site and our social media feeds.
Victoria Yeh - Sunday, June 14 @ 8pm
Join the incredible Victoria Yeh for a live stream fundraising
concert to help the Marsh Street Centre (Clarksburg), Massie
Hall (Chatsworth) and Heliconian (Toronto) keep the lights on.
www.marshstreetcentre.com 519-599-7837
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Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary
is excited to be hosting Hope in
the Valley -- a Stay at Home Gala
on Saturday, June 6th! This
online “virtual gala” will feature
90 minutes of impressive local
entertainment, interviews and
much more. All the details can
be found on the event website -trellis.org/stayathomegala-bluemountains.
Registration is done through the website AND Gala guests are
encouraged to make it a REALLY “gala” event by ordering a delicious
meal from one of the many local restaurants who have enthusiastically
jumped in to support the event. Links to the restaurants are on the
website.
Somewhat tongue-in-cheek, the site perhaps all-too-accurately
points out that the evening will be a chance to get OUT of our
pyjamas and INTO something a little more festive. (Although a
photo on the website features an attractively dressed couple with
shorts and fuzzy slippers showing below their fancy dinner table!) A
sign of these Zoom times…
The list of local talent is impressive and the 2 talented MC’s will
keep the evening lively and entertaining. Ticket holders will receive
a link on the day of the event that will allow them to tune in on Gala
Night.
“Tickets” for the evening are in fact donations to our Rotary Club.
With all of our normal fundraisers put on hold for a year, the Stay at
Home Gala amounts to the best chance that Thornbury-Clarksburg
Rotary has to raise the funds which will allow us to continue the work
already underway in supporting local families struggling through
COVID-19.
“Hope in the Valley” promises to be a positive, uplifting evening
full of good fun, good food, good company and good entertainment
and it will be a celebration of our amazing community in the midst of
otherwise trying times. The website tells it all, but barring that, gala
organizers can be reached at hopeinthevalleytcr@gmail.com.
Anyone interested in throwing their support behind Hope in the
Valley is encouraged to get in touch with T-C Rotarians through the
email above – especially anyone who’d be interested in supporting
through sponsorship.

Live & Social with Blue Mountain Village

During this time of uncertainty we are bringing free entertainment
to you through our social media. Tune in for weekly musical acts
during our Après at Home events, Family Friday events and Iwa Spa
yoga sessions. We want to thank you for following the regulations set
forth by health professionals and our government and encourage
you to dream today, visit later, when it is right to do so. In the
meantime follow along our social channels @Bluemtnvillage and
enjoy the show! If you’re missing our usual music features on the
Stage in the Village Events Plaza then download our new Indie at
Blue playlist on Spotify. This playlist highlights the very best of the
Blue Mountain Village indie alumni artists.
Friday May 29th at 5 pm Get the family together and prepare for
a laugh-out-loud comedy magic show with Brent and Sarah! The
comedic duo will keep you giggling throughout their interactive
performance on our Facebook live.
Friday June 5 at 5 pm Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue returns for their
second live take over, this time it’s our Facebook Page. Tune in for a
live showcase of the animals they are rehabilitating. Hint this show is
all about the babies in their rescue.
www.bluemountainvillage.ca/live-social
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Ontario Extends Emergency Orders

Coyotes Arrive in Montreal - virtually

The Georgian Bay Coyotes continue their virtual Trans-Canada Trek
across as they keep focused during the COVID-19 isolation and have
just completed week #4. As a team, the Coyotes have been putting
in solid workouts on their own and rapidly adding up their mileage.
They arrived at their 2nd stop in Montreal, which was a relatively
short 919km leg.
They continue into Ontario, heading to Toronto, north to Barrie,
passing through Collingwood and Thornbury en-route to Meaford
for their 3rd leg. This is a little skip of 706km. So it is possible to arrive
“home” this coming weekend.

Thornbury Farmers Market...Update

You may be wondering about this year’s market. Rest assured, we
are working hard to bring our wonderful products to customers this
season. After much discussion with the municipality and our Health
Unit, we will be delaying our opening until Sunday May 31st and the
market will start off looking different.
We will be operating online sales through the week for pickup
at our usual location and times on Sundays.
There will be no physical market until restrictions are lifted.
Hopefully, as the summer progresses, we can have a more traditional
market but we want everyone to stay safe and healthy during this
unsettled time. Stay tuned for more information over the next few
weeks!
REGULAR MARKET HOURS: Sundays: May 31 - Oct. 11th, 11am-2pm
519-924-0777 thornburymarket@gmail.com
www.thornburymarket.com

Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, Box 340,
Clarksburg, N0H 1J0. Your events, stories and photos of interest to
our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for inclusion
in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are available by
calling 519-599-3345 or from our website www.visitblue.ca
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Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the weekly
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MAILED E-NEWSLETTER
You can also signup to receive the E- newsletter through Canada
Post $50 for 26 issues or call 519-599-3345
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The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE
If you would like to donate to The Review there is a donate link on
the website; email transfer to info@visitblue.ca or a cheque can be
sent to Riverside Press, Box 340, Clarksburg N0H 1J0

The Ontario government, in consultation with the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, has extended all emergency orders currently in force
until May 29, 2020. That includes the closure of bars and restaurants
except for takeout and delivery only, restrictions on social gatherings
of more than five people, and staff redeployment rules for long-term
care homes and congregate settings like retirement homes and
women’s shelters. The government is also allowing drive-in religious
gatherings.
May 19, the province officially enters the first stage of its
Framework for Reopening the Province. As part of this initial stage,
the government is permitting the reopening of some outdoor
recreational amenities, including outdoor sports facilities and multiuse fields, off-leash dog areas, and outdoor picnic sites, benches and
shelters in parks and recreational areas, effective as of Tues. May 19.
Outdoor playgrounds, play structures and equipment, fitness
equipment, public swimming pools, splash pads and similar outdoor
water facilities will remain closed until later stages of the province’s
reopening plan.
“Although we are entering the first stage of our framework to
reopen the economy, it’s critical that we continue to do so in a safe
and responsible manner,” said Premier Ford. “The people of Ontario
have been doing a fantastic job to help flatten the curve and stop
the spread of this terrible virus. With warmer weather beginning,
individuals and families will now be able to enjoy many outdoor
amenities, but everyone must continue to maintain physical
distancing from those outside of their household.”
To ensure that individuals and families have safe access to outdoor
spaces, it is critical they take everyday steps to reduce exposure to
the virus, such as maintaining physical distancing by staying two
metres apart from anyone outside of their household, washing
hands regularly, and staying home if feeling unwell.
“It’s never been more important for people to continue following
the public health measures and advice we’ve laid out, so we don’t
undo the tremendous progress we’ve made to contain COVID-19,”
said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health.
“While reopening parks and other outdoor spaces is important for
our physical and mental health, we’re encouraging people to be
responsible by keeping a safe distance of at least two metres from
members outside of their household.”
In addition, the government has approved an exemption to the
emergency order related to gatherings to allow Ontarians to attend
drive-in religious gatherings, under certain conditions to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. The conditions include keeping vehicles two
metres or more apart, only members of the same household can be
in one vehicle, people will not be able to leave their vehicles, and
no more than five people can conduct the service at one time from
outside a motor vehicle and they must stay at least two metres apart.
The Ontario government is
protecting the health and safety
of students during the COVID-19
outbreak by keeping schools
closed for the rest of this school
year. This decision was made after
consulting with the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, health experts
on the COVID-19 Command
Table, and medical experts at The
Hospital for Sick Children.
At the same time, the
government is planning for the
reopening of schools for the
2020-21 school year, the gradual
reopening of child care, and the
opening of summer day camps
subject to the continuing progress
in trends of key public health
indicators.

- PAGE 2 / BMR MAY 21ST 2020 -

Closures to The Blue Mountains (“Town”)
facilities, parks, trails and beaches.

Please be advised that Town Parks and Trails remain limited to
walkthrough/passage only. Town-owned public washrooms remain
closed and there are only a limited amount of garbage receptacles
available. Please plan your trips accordingly.
On May 14, 2020 The Grey Bruce Public Health Unit issued an
Order to Close all Beaches in Grey and Bruce Counties. To view the
Heath Unit’s Media Release, visit: https://www.thebluemountains.ca/
document_viewer.cfm?doc=1337
To help provide clarification and consistent messaging the Town
would like to remind residents that an interactive map confirming
the open/closed status of parks, trails, greenspaces, beaches and
recreational areas within the Town of The Blue Mountains is available
on the Town website: https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19open-and-closed.cfm
Additionally, the following municipal facilities remain closed
until further notice to ensure and encourage physical distancing:
Town Hall
Beaver Valley Community Centre
Craigleith Community Centre
Ravenna Hall
The Blue Mountains Public Library
The Craigleith Heritage Depot
As of May 16, the Thornbury Harbour opened for recreational
use. The launch ramp docks have now been installed and secured
and are available for use.
Tomahawk Golf Course and Recreational area remains closed.
Baseball diamonds, tennis courts and the dog park remain
closed. They are expected to open by May 27th. New rules based on
provincial restrictions and public health guidance for these facilities
will be posted at each location upon opening.
A reminder that although Provincial restrictions may be lifted for
some properties or facilities, there are some that remain closed for
seasonal preparation or we are preparing guidance on safe opening
or modified use.
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority has provided the following
information on their website:
A phased reopening of some GSCA properties will begin May 23.
We would like to remind everyone that amenities like washrooms
and garbage receptacles will not be available, so please plan your
visit accordingly. Waterfalls, beaches, some escarpment sites and
some other properties will remain closed at this time.
Please note that most of the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority
properties in the Town of The Blue Mountains remain closed at this
time.
A link to the GSCA website can be viewed by visiting: https://www.
greysauble.on.ca/accessing-conservation-areas-during-covid-19/
A reminder to residents that Town staff continue to remain available
by phone and by email during regular business hours. Online services
can be accessed 24/7 by visiting: www.thebluemountains.ca/onlineservices.cfm
Ryan Gibbons, Director of Community Services,
519-599-3131 ext. 281

Letter to the Editor

After reading Robert Burcher article “Covid Crisis” Vol.6 issue 10,
I agree, like Robert I have never seen so many dogs in Thornbury,
some running free but most are being walked. At the same time I
have never noticed such an abundance of poop bags, filled, tied and
thrown on people’s yards, left on sidewalks and believe it or not I
saw a bag left on top of the poop. But of all the lazy acts of leaving
poop around town, the top is, the person took the time to pick up
the poop, tie the bag and neatly stacked a couple of days worth of
bags(grey coloured) hidden in the corner of a stone fence.
If you own a dog, you must be a responsible person (one would
think) ie. feeding, grooming, health care and of course walking the
dog. So why can’t you be responsible , pick up the poop and take the
bags home to dispose of.
For those people who come to our country community, fresh
air, four season environment, friendly and safe, why are so many
ignorant to mess it up.
Do your part and pick up your dog’s poop. Also, to all the home
owners who have placed No poop/ No pee, where do you walk your
dogs and do they pee/ poo on other people’s property?
From a responsible dog owner!
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In Memoriam

Understanding Ontario’s Personal
Income Tax, Credits and Benefits
Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic
+
Understanding Ontario’s Estate
Administration Tax

LINDA SHARLEEN GROTH

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to
Linda Sharleen Groth of Brampton, formerly of
Thornbury, as she passed away peacefully after a
battle with Covid-19 at Brampton Civic Hospital
on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at the age of 52.
Linda was very much loved by her husband Terry
Groth, whom she met in high school and were
together for 36 years and happily married for over
31 years. Linda is also the loving mother of Tyler Groth and Teralin
Groth whom she loved more than anything and was extremely proud
of. She will be missed by her family so very much, but her memory
will live on with them forever. Linda will be lovingly missed by her
brothers Brian Cichon and Adam Cichon. She will also be lovingly
missed by Earl Ritchie and Misty Hickey. Linda was the daughter of
the late Nancy ‘Bunny’ Cichon (nee Lougheed) (late John) and Paul
Pallister (Bonnie). Linda was blessed with a loving family and will
be missed by her mother in law (Lisa Groth), aunts; Lois Lanktree,
Sharleen Killing, Joanne Lougheed and the late Joan Lougheed and
uncles; Andy Killing, Orval ‘Sid’ Lanktree, Gary Pallister and the late
Bill Lougheed. She will be remembered fondly by her Godmother
Fran Rapley (Bruce) and all of her nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Linda was known for the love of everything pink and Peach
Schnapps. Her love of life was contagious, and she impacted
everyone she came in contact with. She never turned down a reason
to celebrate an event. While the kids were growing up, Linda spent a
lot of her time volunteering at the schools and at Whispering Pines
campground. She left her mark on many of the adults around her
but most important to her was the impact she had on the children
around her. Linda has had a positive influence on many children over
the years and many of them have now moved on to adulthood. Her
memory will live on in them as well.
Linda’s life will be celebrated in the near future when family and
friends are able to gather again safely.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the William Osler
Health System Foundation for Brampton Civic Hospital would be
appreciated. Linda received excellent care and compassion from
the hospital staff in the Intensive Care Unit during this difficult and
challenging time in medical care. Her family was also treated with
compassion and sincere kindness as they could not be at her bedside.
Donations may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48
Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have
been entrusted. www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

A NEW Program of Webinars - Presented by Ontario Ministry of Finance,
Senior Program Advisory Specialist -- Jeremy Bertrand
2 Webinars are available
Tuesday, May 26 10:30am – 11:30am
Understanding Ontario’s Personal Income Tax Amid Covid 19
• Understanding Ontario’s personal income tax, credits and benefit
programs may be challenging in the best of times.
• But how does it all work in a year disrupted by a pandemic?
• Are there new relief measures you can access?
• Will your income for 2020 be significantly impacted by year end
and change what
• you normally qualify for?
• This webinar is designed to help you understand personal income
tax, credits
• and benefits, and how they are impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.
• Regardless of your age, income level, or time of year it is, your time
will be well spent.
Thursday, June 11 10:30 am - 11:30am
Understanding Ontario’s Estate Administration Tax
• Are you estate planning?
• Or has someone asked you to be their estate representative?
• Would you like to better understand how Ontario’s Estate
Administration Tax (EAT) works?
• Attend this free, one-hour webinar that will teach you what EAT is,
when it is applicable, and how to calculate it. The webinar will also
review recent legislative changes to the tax.
Register for these free webinars by contacting Jeremy.bertrand@
ontario.ca or calling 905-809-8224. In order to participate in the
webinar you require internet access and working computer speakers.
You will be sent a link to the meeting (webinar) and instructions
for testing your computer’s speakers. Handouts will be sent to all
participants after each webinar. A short evaluation will also be sent
to all participants after each one.
We are the first organization to be offered this new program,
designed to meet the information needs of seniors during Covid 19,
and beyond. Please register promptly so you secure a space.
Answers4Seniors Team – Ann, Karen, Nadine, Pam, Robin, Roland,
Sarah, Shirley
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Are surgical & N95 Masks
recommended for businesses
to protect form COVID?19?
No. Grey Bruce Public Health is
recommending the use of cloth
masks or face coverings for
employees and the public during Stage 1. Some businesses in Stages
2 and 3 will be required to use healthcare-compliant PPE. These
businesses will be contacted directly by Grey Bruce Public Health.
Do I have to screen employees and customers?
It is recommended you screen workers regularly for symptoms. Grey
Bruce Public Health recommends passive screening for customers.
Post signage at entries asking people not to enter if they have any
symptoms.
What if I can’t follow the safety guidelines in my location?
If you are not confident you can follow safety guidelines while reThe Province has now fully entered Stage 1 of re-opening during opening your business, it is best you maintain status quo. Remain
the COVID-19 pandemic allowing some businesses to re-open, if closed or continue with online sales and curbside pick up.
they maintain strict safety protocols. The Province and Grey Bruce
Public Health are working diligently to ensure businesses have the Should I continue with the alternative arrangements we have
been using to do business?
knowledge needed to keep employees and the public safe.
When looking to re-open a business, owners should consult the Yes. It is possible we will shift back and forth with restrictions
sector guidelines recommended by the Province. In general, the throughout the course of the pandemic and recovery phases could
last months.
following guidelines may assist you:
• have a plan and supplies to keep all work surfaces and high touch
More information about cloth masks and face coverings
areas clean;
Grey Bruce Health Unit is recommending cloth masks and face
• provide sanitizer or wash stations for staff and customers;
• control the number of people in the business premises and coverings rather than medical masks for staff working in local
businesses. Businesses should only open if they can do so safely.
manage traffic flow to ensure social distancing of two meters;
• use cloth masks and face covers when physical distancing can’t be Grey County economic development and tourism recovery staff can
maintained (Public Health recommends non-medical cloth masks assist you to find cloth masks. For support, contact ecdev@grey.ca or
519-372-0219 ext.1270. A County staff member will assist you within
for the general public);
• provide signage that communicates to employees and customers one business day.
health and safety protocols while in the store; and where possible,
• minimize contact with customers by continuing to offer and Are there financial supports available to help my business
encourage online shopping, curbside delivery and contactless during re-opening?
Yes. The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) has been extended
payment.
Complete sector guidelines can be found on the Province’s to August 29. The Regional Relief & Recovery Fund is now available
to businesses in rural Ontario who are unserved or underserved by
website, Ontario.ca
These safety measures help keep everyone safe and build staff and current programs. Please contact your local Community Futures
consumer confidence. When businesses, staff, and the public feel Development Corporation to apply. http://www.feddevontario.
safe and comfortable, the economy is proving to rebound faster in gc.ca/eic/site/723.nsf/eng/02588.html
other countries.
Businesses included in the Stage 1 category are reminded that Who is my Community Futures Development Corporation
reopening physical properties is not mandated. Businesses are (CFDC) Contact in Grey?
encouraged to re-open when they feel comfortable providing a safe For loans up to $40,000, your local CFDC can direct you to the CFDC
application form, provide business coaching and other wrap-around
environment for both employees and customers.
Grey County economic development and tourism staff are focusing support.
on recovery. They are available to answer questions, help navigate Meaford and Town of the Blue Mountains:
Gillian Fairley gfairley@centreforbusiness.ca 705-445-8410
the information available and assist business as they look to reopen.
Owen
Sound, Georgian Bluffs and west Meaford (Old Sydenham):
For support, contact ecdev@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext.1270. A
Barb
Fisher 519-386-9933 bfisher@bruce.on.ca
County staff member will assist you within one business day.
For regular Grey County economic development updates, please Chatsworth, Grey Highlands, Hanover, West Grey and Southgate:
Rose Austin 519-799-5750 rose@sbdc.ca or
sign up for the virtual newsletter available at Grey.ca
Jamie Doherty 519-799-5750 jamie@sbdc.ca

Stage One of Business Re-Opening in Grey County

Facts and Frequently Asked Questions

Who can reopen in Stage 1?
The partial list of businesses allowed to open (provided they can
safely do it) are listed here: https://files.ontario.ca/mof-detailed-liststage-1-openings-en-2020-05-14.pdf

Do you have a resource page for business?
Yes. For a list of government support programs for business,
please visit www.grey.ca/covid-19-resources. This is our hub for all
business information relating to the pandemic. This page includes
our Resiliency Map, which will show cloth mask retailers and PPE
suppliers.

What are the safety guidelines the Province developed?
All businesses should follow the safety guidelines established for
their specific sector. Refer to safety organizations on the Province of For more information, contact Steve Furness, Manager of Economic
Ontario website: https://www.ontario.ca/page/resources-prevent- Development, at 519-372-0219 ext. 1255 or steve.furness@grey.ca
covid-19-workplace#section-2.
http://www.grey.ca
- PAGE 5 / BMR MAY 21ST 2020 -

Jim Wilson continues Town News
fight for funding Cystic Support for Meaford and
Collingwood Hospitals
Fibrosis medications
Throught the Grants and
Simcoe-Grey MPP Jim Wilson
has again taken the fight for
Cystic Fibrosis medications
to the Ontario legislature.
During Question Period, Wilson
cautioned
Health
Minister
Christine Elliott that COVID-19
has made the need for access to
lifesaving CF drugs more urgent
than ever.
“Cystic Fibrosis is a disease that
affects the lungs and breathing,”
said Wilson. “Catching COVID-19
would be a death sentence for
children like the two young boys
of Jamie and Sasha Larocque
who live in my riding,” he warned.
Pointing
out
that
the
government has put billions
of dollars into fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic, Wilson
asked Minister Elliott, “Why won’t
the government give the same
consideration to Cystic Fibrosis
patients who are presumably
at a much greater risk of
complications if they contract
COVID-19?”
Despite that many other
jurisdictions
supply
the
medications, Canadian provinces
and the federal government have
been in drawn-out negotiations
with Vertex Pharmaceutical, a
company which manufactures
several
modulators
which
correct underlying causes of
some genetic Cystic Fibrosis
mutations. Ontario has approved
funding for one of these drugs,
Orkambi, but the criteria for
prescribing it are so stringent
that no patient in the province
has been given access to it.
As a stop-gap measure to help
some of Ontario’s CF sufferers,
Wilson asked, “since your ministry
put the criteria on, clearly your
ministry has the power to loosen
that criteria and give CF patients
access to Orkambi, a drug we
all agree is essentially a miracle
drug for these patients. I would
ask that you loosen that criteria
today and let those patients
breath and breath freely.”
Recognizing Wilson’s longstanding advocacy on behalf
of Cystic Fibrosis patients,
Minister Elliott gave assurances
that her ministry is continuing
conversations with Vertex on
funding CF medications
jwilson@ola.org

Donations Request the hospital
foundations asked for funding
for capital projects which is
outside the criteria for funding
However the Town has a
health care budget line and the
following requests were granted.
Council will also be reviewing
further support for healthcare.
Collingwood G&M Hospital
Foundation
$5,000 will be donated towards
the $1 million purchase of a
new X-Ray Machine for the
Collingwood G&M Hospital.
“Over
31,000
x-rays
are
completed at the Collingwood
Hospital every year. Our current
x-ray machine is reaching the end
of its useful lifespan after being
in use for almost 10 years. The
Collingwood Hospital performs
more x-rays than many other
hospitals its size, as it deals with
a higher than average volume of
recreation related injuries and
illnesses and injuries suffered
by our large seniors population.”
Meaford Hospital Foundation
Funding of $18,000 would be
used to purchase new patient
beds, mattresses and stretchers
as well as wheel chairs.
“Patients come to us for many
different types of needs which
makes us very diverse such as;
7 day a week lab, ultrasound
suite and x-ray, physiotherapy
department, 24 hour/7 day a
week Emergency Department,
Fully functioning 5 day per
week Operating Room, Day
Away Program, Community
Care Access offices, Diabetes/
Dietician clinic, 15 bed in patient
area and Palliative Care Room.

2020 Website Update $100,000 ???

Staff Report - Overview
The 2020 Website Update
project has a budget of $110,000
that was included in the 2020
approved budget. However, the
budgeted amount is over the
$50,000 threshold set by Council
and the approval is required to
be considered by Council prior to
moving forward with the project.
Background
The Town’s current website
operates on a proprietary
platform that is maintained
by an external contractor. The

website
could
significantly
benefit from various upgrades
that would improve the
navigation,
functionality,
features and most importantly
the user experience for residents.
The current challenges and
technical limitations with the
Town’s website have resulted in
decreased public satisfaction
and
reduced
operational
effectiveness.
Over the past few years, (new
site launched June 2018) Town
staff have worked closely with
the current website provider to
implement changes to improve
the user experience, but many
efforts have been limited by
the existing platform and
technological capabilities.
As the primary communications
platform for the Town, the
operational effectiveness of the
website is extremely important.
Through the development of
the Communications Strategy,
improvements and upgrades to
the website was also identified
as a draft priority.
Budget Overview
On March 17, 2020 the
Province of Ontario declared a
state of emergency due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has
since been extended twice. In
effect this state of emergency
shut down the Ontario economy
which has affected individuals,
businesses and municipalities.
Staff
have
looked
at
department revenues that have
been affected by the pandemic
and have provided details in a
report which includes a forecast
out to June 30, 2020. On the
expense side, staff have been
tracking specific expenses to the
pandemic that the Town would
not normally incur. Cost savings
have been identified through
the corporation in a bid to offset
the lost revenues and increased
expenses to ensure that the
Town does not end 2020 with an
insurmountable deficit.
Staff are looking to bring
this report back bi-monthly so
that the Water and Wastewater
billings can also be included
in this report to ensure those
departments do not end the year
with large deficits either.
At the previous Committee
of the Whole Council passed a
motion to move ahead 6-1 with
the website upgrade, however
it will need to go to the Council
Meeting on June 1st for final
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approval. If there had been no
pandemic the process would
have moved forward, but the
Communications
Committee
Survey would have also been
circulated allowing public input
into an overview of the current
website.
The question is should this
be a priority spending at this
time or should Council choose
other more critical items.
Email the clerk
cgiles@
thebluemountains.ca
with
your thoughts before June 1st

Communications and
Economic Development
Co-ordinator (2020 $31,470; 2021 $80,000)

The hiring of a Communications
and Economic Development
Coordinator was considered
and approved through the 2020
Budget process. However, as the
financial impact is over $50,000,
the approval requires the
consideration of Council prior to
moving forward with filling this
position.
Earlier in 2020, the title of the
Communications and Economic
Development
Coordinator
position was changed to the
Manager of Communications
and Economic Development to
better reflect the work of the
position. This change allowed
for a coordinator level role to be
hired to support the division.
As outlined in the 2020 Budget,
the Town is currently developing
an Economic Development
Strategy and a Communications
Strategy that will serve as a
strategic guide over the next five
years.
Both strategies are being
completed in consultation with
the
respective
committees
of Council. The strategies
will contain SMART (Specific,
Measurable,
Attainable,
Relevant, and Time-Bound) and
actionable goals and tactics that,
when implemented, will directly
benefit the Town.
The current Communications
and Economic Development
Project Specialist (1-year) staff
position was funded through
the Communications Strategy
and the Economic Development
Strategy budgets with the
sole purpose of leading the
development of both strategies.
The
contract
position
is
scheduled to end in July 2020.

access deep water avoiding sensitive near-shore fish habitat. The
inlet/outlet structures will be raised off the lakebed to avoid bottom
dwelling aquatic organisms and the potential to create turbidity.
They will incorporate fixed screens which will limit the speed of
water withdrawn to further protect fish that may be present. The
results are no shoreline or near shore structures, no visible in-water
infrastructure, protection of fish and fish habitat and avoidance of
turbidity.
This project is one of the largest climate change initiatives being
developed in Canada. It is truly state of the art design, incorporating
the latest and best technologies to produce an environmentally
responsible energy solution for Ontario. We are grateful to the
community for providing thoughtful feedback, which contributed to
the innovative solutions we want to implement in this new design
and are encouraged that many of the concerns raised about the
project have been addressed.

TC Energy is proposing to develop an energy storage facility that
would provide 1,000 megawatts of flexible, clean energy to Ontario’s
electricity system using a process known as pumped storage.
Pumped hydro storage (pumped storage) involves pumping
water from a low-lying reservoir during periods of low demand for
electricity, typically at night, to a higher-elevation reservoir. When
electricity demand is greater (and therefore electricity is more
expensive), operators release water back to the lower reservoir
through turbines that generate electricity (similar to hydropower
from dams).
TC Energy is in the very early stages of introducing and developing
this project. There are numerous levels of assessment and approvals
required before this concept could become a reality. If developed, What are the benefits for the Region?
the proposed facility would be co-located on the existing Canadian
Our project team recently released a Regional Economic Study
Army’s 4th Canadian Division Training Centre, north of Meaford, conducted by an independent consultant which shows the project
Ontario. It will be designed to store emission-free energy and would would have meaningful economic benefits regionally, provincially
provide that energy to Ontarians when they need it most.
and nationally. It estimates that over the four-year construction
A special meeting of Meaford Council has been scheduled for Monday, period, the project would employ 1,000 people and inject more than
June 1, for an upated report presented by TC Energy. The meeting will $750 million directly into the region. It considers the potential effects
be held virtually without the public in attendance due to the current of the project during construction and operation and recommends a
set of actions for TC Energy that we intend to address. The full report
restrictions.
is available on the project website.

Open letter to Meaford and area by TC Energy

What’s next . . .

Design changes made to address
community concerns

Preliminary details surrounding our new design will be available
on our website over the next few weeks and emailed to those who
have subscribed to project updates. We are planning engagement
Over the past year we have heard much from the community
sessions in the coming months to describe our new design concept
about the pumped storage project we are proposing to construct on
and to provide an opportunity for the community to ask questions
the Meaford Tank Range. The feedback we have received has been
and provide further input as we refine our plans.
clear. Protection of the environment, the local economy and way of
More information on these events will also be posted online:
life are of utmost importance to area residents.
TCEnergy.com/PumpedStorage.
As we completed elements of our feasibility work, progressed
We trust and hope that you have remained safe and healthy
engineering studies and most importantly assessed the feedback
through this difficult period. We think the proposed pump storage
we received from the public, we recognized that our original
project presents an opportunity for economic recovery and a strong
design concept for the project needed to change. While there
future for Meaford and surrounding communities.
is still a substantial level of confirmatory work to be done, we are
now proposing a new design concept that responds to many of the
John Mikkelsen, P.Eng., M.A.Sc.
concerns identified by the TC
community.
Energy is proposing development of a pumped storage
facility that
would
provide 1,000
megawatts ofTC
flexible,
clean energy to Ontario’s
Director,
Power
Business
Development
Energy
Two key changes will be
incorporated
infacility
the new
design
basis.
electricity
system. The
is proposed
to be
located at the 4th Canadian Division Training Centre in the Municipality of Meaford.
The power house has
been moved away from
the shoreline and will be
buried in a cavern. With
the major components
deep
underground,
noise output from the
pumping and generating
equipment
during
operations are expected
to be imperceptible
and the visibility of the
project facilities from off
the base, and particularly
from the water, has been
substantially reduced.
We have also moved
the water intake/outfall
away from the shoreline.
Tunnels
installed
beneath the lakebed will
This drawing is for illustrative purposes only and is subject to change.

Proposed project.
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The Thornbury Business Improvement Area (“BIA”) will hold their
AGM, Wed. June 3, 8a.m. electronically.

In this pandemic environment most of the members are
struggling to keep their businesses afloat. To assist them, the board
of management is proposing that for this year the levy be reduced
to zero. They are proposing to move forward with the flower baskets
for summer, and to replace the lights wrapped around the lampposts
to fix the current situation where lights are not all working or have
different brightness. For events, such as Apple Harvest Festival it is
possible they will be cancelled and the events budget is at zero. The
BIA has a surplus and they propose to fund any initiatives for this
year from the surplus as well as to request that Council partner with
them on some of the capital purchases and watering services.
The purpose of the Annual General Meeting is for the board of
management to receive comments from the members regarding
the proposed budget. The board will then take those comments into
consideration in arriving at a final draft budget to be submitted to
Council for adoption.
George Matamoros, Chair
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PROJECT

J OY

A CO M M U N I T Y B R I G H T E N I N G I N I T I AT I VE

N O M I N AT E A H E R O

S e n d a g i f t to a n eve r y d ay h e ro f ro m
n u r s e s to g ro ce r y s to re c l e r ks , we wa n t
to s ay a b i g t h a n k yo u .

N O M I N AT E A FA M I LY

S e n d a g i f t o f toy s , b o o ks a n d o r g a m e s
to a fa m i l y t h a t c o u l d u s e a l i tt l e b r i g h t n e s s a n d j oy.

L E T YO U R CO LO U R S S H I N E

F l i p t h i s a ro u n d to fi n d a p o s te r ! D i s p l ay
i t i n a w i n d ow. L o c a l b u s i n e s s ow n e r ?
H ave o u r b ea u t i fi c a t i o n p a r t n e r p a i n t a
ra i n b ow o n yo u r s to re f ro n t w i n d ow !

www.elephantthoughts.com/joy

D I D YO U K N OW ?
S i n c e 2 0 0 2 , E l e p h a n t T h o u g-hPAGE
t s h a s8 / BMR
p o s i t i ve l y i n fl u e n c e d t h e l i ve s o f m o re
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