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LANDFILL
RE-OPENS

The COVID-19 pandemic that
has taken human lives, cost
jobs and thrown the economy
into a nosedive may soon have
another casualty — horses.
Equestrian stable owners fear
their closed businesses will soon
fail and some horses will have to
be euthanized if the shutdown
lasts into the summer.
Locally Hope Haven Therapeutic
Riding Centre is asking for
support.
They are a specialized equestrian
centre offering adaptive riding,
horsemanship
and
therapy
programs for individuals who
have intellectual, physical, social
Pageand/or
2
emotional challenges.
On March 18th Hope Haven was
closed to all but essential staff to
care for the therapy horse herd.
They are facing an urgent financial
crisis as they no longer have the
program fees that contribute
to the daily feeding and care
of 13 therapy horses. They are
looking for support to help raise
$30,000 towards the costs of hay
and feed supplements, farrier
fees, vet fees for vaccines, teeth
care, deworming and veterinary
emergencies during this closure.
This unprecedented isolation
is especially challenging for
families of children with special
needs who rely on the routine of
structured programs to provide
mental, physical and emotional
health and learning for their
children. Community funding will
allow us to re-open without delay
with a healthy horse herd.
With our deep gratitude for
your consideration. Hope Haven
Therapeutic Riding Centre
545747 Sideroad 4A, Markdale
ON N0C 1H0, 519-986-1247
www.hopehavencentre.org

788090 Grey Rd 13
The
Town
Landfill
will only accept waste
from
residents and/
or individuals that own
property in The Blue
Mountains.
The landfill will operate
under the temporary schedule:
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am – (noon)
In addition, a number of new operational restrictions and safety
measures have been implemented to ensure the safe and effective
operation of the landfill.
• There will be a $6 minimum charge per load (fees to increase on
May 1, 2020)
• Cash payments will not be accepted (debit or credit only – tap
preferred)
• Staff will be limiting the number of customers into the landfill, and
inbound curbside collection trucks will take priority. As a result,
please be patient and expect delays
• No household hazardous waste will be accepted at this time
• Some diversion programs may be temporarily unavailable, and
these materials will be disposed of and charged as garbage.
• Split charges will not be allowed as a means to reduce the number
of transactions, however; customers must still separate materials
into designated areas
Please ensure a 2-metre distance between other customers and staff
members. Operations Department 519-599-3131 x 276
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Closure of Town
Facilities Extended
Until May 25, 2020

The Town of The Blue
Mountains would like to advise
residents that the closure of
municipal facilities has been
extended until Monday, May 25,
2020 to ensure and encourage
physical distancing. Closures
include: Town Hall, Beaver Valley
Community Centre, Craigleith
Community Centre, Ravenna
Hall, The Blue Mountains Public
Library and the Craigleith
Heritage Depot.
An interactive Town map
confirming the open/closed
status of parks, trails, greenspaces
and recreational areas is available
on the Town website.
The Town is in the process
of reopening Lions Park and
Riverwalk to walk-through/
passage starting on May 5th.
All Committee of the Whole and
Council meetings will continue
through
virtual
meetings
as scheduled. To view the
meeting calendar, visit: www.
thebluemountains.ca/councilcalendar.cfm
The Town would also like to
remind residents that Town
staff continue to remain
available by phone and by email
during regular business hours.
Information available here

www.thebluemountains.ca
www.exploreblue.ca

Shawn Everitt
Chief Administrative Officer
519-599-3131 ext. 234
___________________________

From The Review
Clarksburg’s New Zoo by Robert Burcher

During this time of Covid, a new zoo arrived in Clarksburg. Don’t worry
though; it is not a “Joe Exotic Zoo” of the bizarre caged lion variety. It
is a herd of lions, tigers, bears and a zebra that are crocheted! Karen
James decided that during the lockdown she was going to learn a new
skill. So with the help of her mother Marg Atkins she started to learn
to crochet. After many mistakes and then viewing multiple youtube
videos she got it right. Maybe when life is normal again she’ll create a
“petting zoo” at her business location – Ashton’s Blinds, Draperies and
Shutters.
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A Huge Thank you to
those who signed up for
our E-newsletters and for
those who have made a
donation. Very much
appreciated. Take care!
Here is our May
Edition with a special
insert from The Blue
Mountains Public Library
& The Georgian Trail

The Blue Mountains
Public Library is here
for you!

Read, listen, research, and
learn online through our virtual
branch, open 24/7. See the Event
Calendar for details about our
online programs through social
media and YouTube:
Facebook @
thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot
ONLINE PROGRAMS
Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10am BMPL Facebook
Sharon is online, providing
a short exercise video on
Facebook. Light stretches and
aerobics. Sitting or standing,
no matter your ability. Improve
your fitness and balance.
Wired Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Join Ashley on our Facebook
page for virtual tech help. She
will discuss a different Library
resource or tech topic every
week provide tech help.
May 6th: Lynda.com
May 13th: Consumer Reports
May 20th: Mango Languages
May 27th: Instagram
Bedtime Story Time Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL
Facebook & Instagram
Jen will be reading quiet stories
to put your family in the mood
for dreamland. Wear your PJs,
brush your teeth, and meet us
on Facebook for a virtual story.

Digital Book Club Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Let’s talk books! What are
you reading? Receive book
recommendations or give book
suggestions. An interactive
Facebook Live weekly event.
Virtual Story Time Fridays 11:00am BMPL Facebook
& Instagram
A great way to start your
weekend! Watch from the
comfort of your own home.
Every week features stories and
fun. Ages 0-5 yrs or anyone who
likes a good story.
Museum Talk and Sketch/
Museum Show and Tell
Fridays 1:00pm CHD Facebook
and BMPL YouTube
May 1st: Learn to draw animals
like Walter Trier - a world-famous
illustrator with a tie to The Blue
Mountains!
May 15th: Beaver Valley Fall Fair
- Beaver Valley Fall Fair. Create
an agricultural-inspired scene.
Museum Show and Tell Friday May 8th 1:00pm CHD
Facebook and BMPL YouTube
See museum artifacts and
create artwork inspired by local
histories! May focuses on Beaver
Valley Fall Fair and Ambassadors.
Family Craft Time Saturdays 11:00am Facebook &
Instagram
A new fun and easy to do activity
and/or arts & crafts project to
do at home with the kiddos.

Happy Birthday (s)

The coronavirus has certainly changed the way certain practices
must be different than normal. Many of those must be discontinued
but sometimes there is a way of recognizing them and still be within
the rules. May 4th is an important day in the lives of two people.
Anna Luft was born on that day in 1932 in the little town of New
Hamburg. She grew up in that town, graduating from High School
there and then moving to London for her Masters degree in Science
at the University of Western Ontario.
Glenn Bier was born on that day in 1931 in the little town of New
Hamburg. He grew up in that town, graduating from High School
there and then moving to Kingston for his Honours degrees in
Mathematics and Actuarial Science.
These two people found each other again in Washington, D.C.
and were eventually married in 1958 in New Hamburg. From that
beginning, they moved to Guelph for 5 years; then to Waterloo for
over 40 years, and finally retired on Georgian Bay near the Village of
Clarksburg.
As their family grew with 4 sons, celebrating that birthday was an
important personal annual event, but not this year. However, they
FACEBOOK LIVE MEETING, still planned to celebrate. At 12 noon on May 4th, they toasted each
FRIDAY, MAY 22ND 3:00PM other on their front porch, but in keeping with the rules of the day,
thebluemountainslibrary.ca
no guests. Best wishes and we are sure there will be a big party in the
519-599-3681
near future!!

Happy 65th Birthday
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, Box 340,
Clarksburg, N0H 1J0. Your events, stories and photos of interest to
our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for inclusion
in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are available by
calling 519-599-3345 or from our website www.visitblue.ca
E-NEWSLETTER
Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the weekly
E-newsletter.
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER
You can also signup to receive the E- newsletter through Canada
Post $50 for 26 issues or call 519-599-3345
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE
If you would like to donate to The Review there is a donate link on
the website; email transfer to info@visitblue.ca or a cheque can be
sent to Riverside Press, Box 340, Clarksburg N0H 1J0
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James McKinlay, May 10th
Joan McKinlay, May 17th
Inside each of these two,
is a young person,
“LIVIN’ THE DREAM”!
Lots of Love,
from your Family

Midday With Gray is a weekday program
on the YouTube channel of St. George’s, the
Anglican Parish for The Blue Mountains.
Dr. Rev Graham Bowcott, Gray to the world,
posts a daily 15 minute service of prayer,
meditation and thoughtful comment on
the church’s YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k40iG6VnPBY

Certain Businesses Allowed to Reopen Under
Strict Safety Guidelines

Steady Decrease in COVID-19 Cases Required Before Beginning Next
Stage of Reopening
May 1, 2020 1:00 P.M.Office of the Premier
The Ontario government is allowing certain businesses and
workplaces to reopen as long as they comply with strict public health
measures and operate safely during the COVID-19 outbreak. Those
permitted to start up include seasonal businesses and some essential
construction projects.
Today’s announcement was made by Premier Doug Ford, Rod
Phillips, Minister of Finance, Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic
Development, Job Creation and Trade, and Christine Elliott, Deputy
Premier and Minister of Health.
The Chief Medical Officer of Health has provided general
recommendations on how the openings of businesses and workplaces
could be implemented to support safe operations, including strict
adherence to health and safety requirements.
“We are allowing certain businesses to reopen under strict guidelines
because we are confident they can operate safely and adapt to the
current environment,” said Premier Ford. “While further reductions in
the spread are needed before we can begin reopening the province,
we have the right framework and the right workplace guidelines in
place to do so gradually and safely.”
The government, in partnership with Ontario’s health and safety
associations, has developed more than 60 guidelines in response
to COVID-19. These sector-specific measures will help employers
prepare their workplaces so they can be reopened safely and ensure
workers, customers and the general public are protected.

By following the proper health and safety guidelines
these businesses will be permitted to begin operations
on Monday, May 4 at 12:01 a.m.:
•

Garden centres and nurseries with curbside pick-up & delivery
only;
• Lawn care and landscaping;
• Additional essential construction projects that include:
• shipping and logistics;
• broadband, telecommunications, and digital infrastructure;
• any other project that supports the improved delivery of goods
and services;
• municipal projects;
• colleges and universities;
• child care centres;
• schools; and
• site preparation, excavation, and servicing for institutional,
commercial, industrial and residential development;
• Automatic and self-serve car washes;
• Auto dealerships, open by appointment only;
• Golf courses may prepare their courses for the upcoming season,
but not open to the public; and
• Marinas may also begin preparations for the recreational boating
season by servicing boats and other watercraft and placing boats
in the water, but not open to the public. Boats and watercraft must
be secured to a dock in the marina until public access is allowed.
“Ontario workers and businesses have shown exemplary cooperation
and resilience throughout the course of this crisis,” said Minister
Fedeli. “We’re beginning to ease restrictions on select businesses
as we carefully and methodically re-open Ontario’s economy and
continue together on our path to renewed prosperity.”
Although certain businesses are being permitted to reopen, it
is critical that people continue to stay home, practise physical
distancing and only go out for essential reasons, to pick up groceries,
prescriptions or to keep a medical appointment. It is through these
simple actions that Ontario is making progress to stop the spread of
COVID-19.
“As we begin planning for the next phase of our fight against
COVID-19, Ontarians should continue to stay home as much as

possible to ensure we stop as quickly as possible the spread of
this virus,” said Minister Elliott. “While we have made tremendous
progress in our shared battle against this new virus, we are not done
yet. We need to keep up the fight by continuing to practise physical
distancing and good hygiene habits.”
On April 27, the government released A Framework for Reopening
our Province, which outlines the criteria Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer
of Health and health experts are using to advise the government on
the loosening of emergency measures, as well as guiding principles
for the safe, gradual reopening of businesses, services and public
spaces.
While the government remains in Phase One of Ontario’s Action
Plan in response to COVID-19, Protect and Support, allowing
certain businesses and workplaces to open under strict guidelines
demonstrates the government’s commitment to balance the needs
of the economy with the health and safety of the people of Ontario.
“People’s efforts are paying off and we can see a light at the end
of the tunnel,” said Minister Phillips. “Our response has always been
based on the current status of the outbreak in our province, and on
what makes sense for Ontario.

To be clear we haven’t moved into the reopening phase
of our response to COVID-19. Not yet. But based on the
best public health advice available to us, we are a step
closer.”

Additional Resources
Health and Safety Association Guidance Documents for
Workplaces During the COVID-19 Outbreak
•
Learn more about A Framework for Reopening our Province.
•
Learn more about the first phase of Ontario’s Action Plan:
Responding to COVID-19.
•
See how your organization can help fight COVID-19.
•
Information and advice to help your business navigate the
economy during COVID-19.
•
Visit Ontario’s website to learn more about how the province
continues to protect Ontarians from COVID-19.87
•

www.covid-19.ontario.ca
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Grey County Council Updates
Rockwood Terrace long-term care rebuild

Grey County has secured 32 acres of land in Durham.
The new property, located directly behind the existing Rockwood
Terrace, is being acquired in a land exchange for the Grey County
quarry. County Council officially approved the exchange at the April
23 County Council meeting. Lands are expected to be transferred
later this spring.
The Province approved the new 128-bed long-term care facility
last year and Grey County began searching for an ideal location in
Durham. No design has been completed but it is anticipated five to
10 acres of the full 32 acres will be needed for the new facility. A study
of the property and conversations with the Municipality of West Grey
will explore how the remaining 25 acres of land could be developed.
The extra space leaves options open for developing a campus of
care or other housing models such as affordable seniors’ apartments,
senior bungalow townhouse units and retirement home units.
Currently the provincial target for project completion is 2025.

Farmland Taxes

County Council received a report about the 2020 property tax
policies. Council voted to lower the farmland tax rate to 21.8% of the
residential rate (24% last year). This ensures farmers don’t pay more
of the overall property tax as their farmland values increase. A by-law
will be drafted for a future Council meeting.

County Finances

Council received a report about the potential financial impacts of
COVID-19 for the County’s operations. The report outlines where
revenues are being lost and where expenses are being saved because
services are cancelled or delayed.

www.grey.ca/covid-19
Business Resiliency Map

Council received an update from staff on the impact COVID-19 is
having on area businesses and actions that have been taken to
support this community. A recent survey was sent to businesses to
assess the impact. Results show 80% of respondents are significantly
impacted and almost a third require immediate assistance. County
staff are reaching out and have developed a hotline to connect
businesses with federal and provincial programs.
Grey County has developed a Business Resiliency Map to promote
businesses that are still open as either essential services, or modified
sales (curbside pick up, online sales).
It is a place where businesses that are open through the COVID-19
pandemic can promote services and changes to operations with a
free listing. It includes essential services that remain open as brickand-mortar locations, and businesses that have moved sales entirely
online. You know your business best so please help us to make it as
up-to-date as possible.
To create or edit a listing, send an email to ecdev@grey.ca.
Phone: (519) 376-2205 1-800-567-4739

New Territory for Seniors Workshops
@ B. V. O. – a new way!

We are very happy to announce that the Tax Benefits and Credits for
Seniors and Estate Administration Tax information session is going to
take place!
Jeremy Bertrand, Program Advisory Specialist at Ontario’s Ministry
of Finance is organizing the live webinar in May, a date to be set soon.
The live webinar format means that you will be able to submit
questions during the webinar; every effort will be made to provide
answers. (I believe a recording of the webinar will be made for future
viewing and a copy of the power point will also be available after the
webinar.)
PLEASE call us (519 599 2577, ext. 6) or e mail us (seniors@bvo.ca) to
let us know that you are interested in attending this New Territory for
Seniors event ASAP.
Once the date is set, an e mail with the registration procedure will
be sent out with full instructions about getting connected to the
webinar.
We have no intention of replacing the in person sessions of New
Territory for Seniors with on-line ones. We know that we will be
missing some seniors who do not have computer access. However,
at this time of physical distancing, we are working on alternatives
that meet the information needs of as many as possible the seniors
and caregivers in our community. Please share this information with
friends, neighbours, and family; all are welcome to attend.
Please e-mail or phone us to let us know if you are interested in
participating in this webinar and in others in the future.
Keep healthy and safe and stay informed!
Answers4Seniors Team, B.V.O. –Ann, Karen, Pam, Nadine, Robin,
Roland, Sarah

Donate towards COVID-19 relief, win a new patio!

During these uncertain
times, one thing is clear:
we, as a community,
need to come together to
support those who need
us most. For us here in the
Blue Mountains, that’s by
supplying our community
with the necessities of
day-to-day life, like food
and supplies through local
organization Beaver Valley Outreach (BVO).
SOCIAL MEDIA PATIO CONTEST
Donate towards COVID-19 relief, win a new patio!
Help us give back by donating a minimum of $20 towards the urgent
needs within our community and be entered to WIN a custom 300
sq.ft. patio designed and built by Precision Grounds, with all materials
and supplies provided by our sponsors Georgian Bay Outdoors,
Alliance and Unilock! 100% of proceeds will go directly to BVO and
their continued efforts for community support and outreach during
these challenging times.
To be entered to WIN you must:
Donate a minimum of $20 to our GoFundMe campaign in support
of BVO (https://www.gofundme.com/f/pglc-fundraiser-for-beavervalley-outreach)
Like this post!
•
•
Follow Precision Grounds
•
Follow all other affiliated brands
•
Repost this IG post in your stories
•
Tag a minimum of THREE friends
We strongly encourage all entrants to consider nominating
someone in NEED of a new patio. Winner will be announced on
Monday, May 11Th, via Instagram. Thank you for helping us support
our community! 705- 430-2121
matt@precisiongrounds.ca www.precisiongrounds.ca/
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Picture and Words Writing Contest

Grey County Bridge Rehabilitation
Might be Required

Structure 013-092 is on Grey Road 13 over the Beaver River, 0.3
kilometres west of the 10th Line and northeast of Heathcote in The
Blue Mountains. It was constructed in1966. To present, the structure
has had only normal maintenance including joint repairs and
concrete patches to areas of the deck, girders and curbs.
In the summer of 2018, the Grey County Bridge Crew noticed
cracks in the concrete girders. Further investigation by two different
engineering firms gave an opinion that to mitigate the concern, a
carbon fibre wrap should be applied on the bridge beams. The
two firms differed as to timing with one noting they were not a
significant structural concern at the time but should be monitored
yearly, and the other indicating it should be addressed in the near
future. Transportation Services investigated the cost of a fibre wrap
to mitigate the cracks and received an estimate involving spending
upwards of $500,000 on the repair.
Traffic volumes in 2019 averaged 1,000 vehicles a day with four
percent truck volume. The estimated cost to replace Structure 013092 is approximately $3,671,965.
Transportation Services is pursuing an additional investigation
to properly define the cause of the cracking and select the proper
mitigation strategy to address the defect. An OSMOS Structural
Health Monitoring sensor system will be installed to monitor
structural behaviour and ultimately verify the structural integrity
and stability on an ongoing basis. The high accuracy of this system
allows it to detect strain in the structure, which would not produce
visible deformations or cracks. This strain is brought on the structure
due to environmental conditions, seasonal temperature changes and
external loading. The system is also capable of monitoring structural
behaviour and stress and deformation trends in the structure. This
enables the prediction of deformation prior to the occurrence of the
distress and movement, as opposed to measuring the deformation
after it has already occurred. The desired investigation is expected
to confirm a rehabilitation strategy to save the County from doing a
possible full bridge replacement and to err on the side of caution to
ensure the continued safety and reliability of the existing structure.

The Blue Mountains Public Library is hosting a digital creative
writing and visual art contest, Pictures and Words.
What’s the criteria?
The creative writing must be an original story or poem or comic
with a maximum of 1000 words, and must be submitted with a visual
piece of art.
This Contest runs from April 17th - May 31st
There are 5 age categories: Ages 0-5 years; Ages 6-10 years; Ages
11-14 years; Ages 15-18 years; Ages 18+
We have some AMAZING prizes lined up. In an effort to support
our local small businesses, the Library has purchased digital gift
cards from some cool spots, including Good Grief, Thornbury Bakery,
Imagination Studio, Jessica’s Book Nook, Lemonade Collective, and
Bruce Wine Bar.
The winning pieces will be posted on our website and will also be
featured in a Biblioboard exhibit.
Submissions can be sent as photos or documents.
You can submit using our social media pages Facebook @
thebluemountainslibrary or Instagram @bmplibrary. or
Email: libraryprograms@thebluemountains.ca

The County spends huge amounts of money to build bike lanes. What’s
the point if they aren’t used? Especially in a critical place like a blind hilltop. It’s all about EDUCATION! Cyclists can be “legally right” but very
dead in a situation like this! Photo by Robert Burcher
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A video of the Attainable Housing Corporation Special General Meeting Thursday, April 23 can be found on
the Town website. https://thebluemountains.ca/council

thebluemountainshousing.ca

The committee will be using the website
www.yourview.thebluemountains.ca for comments
on this project including the designs.

Concept 1 - 3 storey, with commercial on first floor

Your View The Blue Mountains is the Town’s
community engagement platform. Discover current
and future projects while sharing your ideas,
thoughts, and feedback in shaping your community!

Concept 2 - 4 storey, with commercial on first floor

Conceptual Plans Summary Comparison

Concept 3 - 5 storey, with commercial on first floor

Conceptual Plans Summary Comparison
Criteria

Concept 1
(three storey)

# Units

45

# Residential Floors
Building Footprint (s.f.)
Net Residential Sq Footage
# Commercial Floors
Net Rentable Commercial Sq
Footage
Lot coverage

118

2
21,310
32,800
1
19,179
18.12%

18.12%

24.31%

Build Costs

4
28,591
86,000
1
25,732

$17M

$21.1M

$31M

$14.2M
$286K

$17.3M
$746K

$25.6M
$1.7M

AFFORDABILITY

Average
Market Rent
1200
1500
1900

Concept 3
(5 storey)

72 (+ 16 townhomes
excluded)
3
21,310
66,000
1
19,179

Total Project Cost (High Level
Estimate)
Total Debt
Cash Equity/Grants Needed

1 BR
2 BR
3 BR

Concept 2
(4 storey buildings
only)

Target 80%
Concept 1
AMR
Residential Rent/Month
900
650
1025
700
1300
1000

Concept 2

Concept 3

700
800
1100

800
900
1200

ASSUMPTIONS
Residential Construction Cost
$180 s.f.
Vacancy rate
5%
Commercial Construction Cost
$150 s.f.
Commercial vacancy rate
10%
Site Development Costs
$10 s.f.
Commercial Lease Rate
$13 s.f.
Exemption from government development charges and tax for attainable residential component
Deferred land cost
30 years
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Events For Life Centre Inc. is a program in Thornbury

that services adults with special needs. The program teaches life
skills, social skills and offers a variety of recreation programs in the
community. Since the Centre is temporarily closed the group has
been able to use their skills learned to keep in touch on line. Our
community volunteers have continued with virtual sessions including
dance, yoga, poetry reading and music utilizing face book and zoom!
If you have something you’d like to contribute to their on line learning
please contact the Program Director Shelley.higginson@eventsfor.
life. The ladies clothing sale, a popular fund raising event scheduled
for May 9 th is cancelled. If you would like to make a donation please
go to our website www.eventsfor.life

Community paramedics to provide in-home
COVID-19 swabbing for residents in need

Grey County residents who have symptoms of COVID-19 but are
unable to travel to an assessment centre can now be tested at home
thanks to a new initiative by Grey County, Grey Bruce Public Health
and Grey Bruce Health Services. Clinical training for community
paramedics is underway with Grey Bruce Health Services.
“Grey County paramedics performing in-home swabbing for
residents is a remarkable initiative,” said Dr. Ian Arra, Grey Bruce
Medical Officer of Health. “It reflects the duty to serve the community,
leadership to better the system, and innovation to provide care to
the disadvantaged individuals of us who are in need of care but are
unable to travel to assessment centres.”
To be tested at home, residents must first contact Grey Bruce
Public Health. Staff will complete an assessment over the phone to
determine if a test is necessary. If the patient qualifies for a test but
is unable to travel to an assessment centre, an in-home visit will be
scheduled.
“Offering in-home care ensures residents who are housebound or
living in a congregate setting can be tested safely and conveniently,”
reported Kevin McNab, Director of Paramedic Services for Grey
County. “We appreciate the coordinated efforts and quick action of
the Ontario Public Service Employees Union and Grey Bruce Public
Health to get this important initiative operating in the community.
We’re also grateful for staff at Grey Bruce Health Services sharing their
clinical expertise and training.”
Dr. Sunil Mehta of Grey Bruce Health Services is also pleased to see
the paramedics playing a role in testing.
“We welcome the opportunity to share our COVID-19 testing
experience with our community health partners,” said Dr. Sunil
Mehta from Grey Bruce Health Services. “The Assessment Centre
at the Owen Sound Hospital works well for those who are mobile.
Expanding testing to people at home and in isolated settings is key
to helping contain community spread of this virus.”
If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, please refer to the
online self-assessment on the Ontario.ca website or contact your
local assessment centre. If your symptoms are severe, call 911.
For up to date information on COVID-19, visit grey.ca/covid-19 or
publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/COVID-19.

Coyotes Run Across Canada
The winter training has long since passed, along with our dreaded
“Winter Boot Workout”. The Coyotes now begin a virtual trek across
Canada as a goal to achieve while in isolation training due to COVID-19
While the lockdown from COVID-19 has sidelined the Georgian Bay
Coyotes from meeting as a group, workouts are still being sent out
and our dedicated members are training on their own. As a distance
runner, this can be a very lonely trail to travel.
So to help alleviate some of the loneliness, our Coyotes are going to
do a virtual run across Canada. Each week our runners will send in
their weekly mileage and the combined numbers will be added up.
Small rewards of little prizes will be handed out for individual
milestones that are reached. It is 7,821km from coast to coast of this
great nation of ours. The goal is for the Team to reach Victoria by the
end of the summer. Will keep you posted.
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2019 BMPL ANNUAL REPORT - MAY 2020

WWW.THEBLUEMOUNTAINSLIBRARY.CA | 519-599-3681

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD

YEAR IN REVIEW

On behalf of your Blue Mountains Public Library Board, let us begin by saying these are very difficult times and we are happy our
library, museum, and gallery have been able to pivot the service model and provide many reading materials online as well as daily
workshops, story times, and tech help programs on social media.

Your BMPL is a GLAM

The BMPL is comprised of a Gallery, Library, Archive and

Craigleith Heritage Depot became a part of the BMPL with a

Museum. At the time of the establishment of BMPL in 1995 and

primary focus on museum and tourism.

the opening of L.E. Shore in 1996, the first Board and CEO felt it
was important to add The Gallery at L.E. Shore into the building.

GLAMs are now understood to be the cultural hubs of

This made the organization a trail blazer and early adopter of the

communities across the province, regularly overseen by a single

GLAM. For this reason, and the overall design of the L.E. Shore

operational body, such as in the BMPL model. For information on

building, BMPL won the Library new construction awards through

each of the GLAM Mandates, visit POL-SYS.2018.71 Mission &

the Ontario Library Association in 1996. In 2016 the Board and

Mandates on our policies page.

TBM further established the organization as a GLAM when the

"Town Hall" Meetings

In Summer 2020 the BMPL Board had planned to begin rolling out our 3 Town Hall meetings across the Town. Of course with COVID19, we have all had to rethink our physical interactions and we have opted to hold a Facebook Live meeting on Friday, May 22, 2020 at
3:00pm. This meeting will be a 2 way communication between members of the Board and CEO with the community. A brief update will
occur followed by Q&A via the Facebook Live platform. We hope you will join us for that session.

Your Blue Mountains Public Library Board

2019 saw the appointment of a new library board for a four year term. Appointees come with a range of professional and business
backgrounds and all believe in the important role the library, museum and gallery play as community hubs. You will find a photo and brief
bio of board and staff members and volunteers on the website under About Us — Meet the Team.

2020 Committees of the Board
Vibrant Spaces & Capital Campaign
Joanne Vivona (C), Jesse Glass, Gary Zalot

Organizational Capacity, By-Laws & Governance
Laurey Gillies (C), Jesse Glass, Maurice Pepper

2018-2022 Members
Dorothy Cammaert
Jesse T. Glass, Q.C.
Laurey Gillies

Maurice Pepper (C)
Rob Potter

Odeen Probert
Joanne Vivona
Gary Zalot
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Communication & Strategic Planning
Odeen Probert (C), Dorothy Cammaert, Laurey Gillies
Museum Advisory Council
Chris Clark (C), Rob Potter, Kirsty Stevenson,
Rick Rzeplinski, Robert B Waind

2019 STATISTICS AND SUCCESSES
Board Communications

2019 Successes

Accreditation of BMPL

A particular focus of the Board this year has

In 2019 the Board and staff were awarded the

been on communications with the community

Re-Accreditation of the BMPL for the 5th time.

and with Town Council and staff. We began

The Ontario Public Library Guidelines are

publishing monthly key messages from the

"designed to analyze the state of development

Board highlighting actions under each goal of

of a public library and to measure itself against

the strategic plan. We developed an

a set of objective, widely accepted

advocacy plan to raise awareness of BMPL

guidelines. They also provide public library

as a GLAM and cultural hubs for the Town.

boards, managers and staff and local

We have worked closely with the Town on

governments with up-to-date public library

facilities needs. We also initiated planning

guidelines on policies, resources and

for the LE Shore 25th anniversary

services". As of the 2019 Accreditation

celebrations and plans for a capital

ceremony, 44 of the 379 library systems in

campaign. While COVID-19 has disrupted

Ontario were accredited. Our accreditation

many of these plans for 2020, we will

further demonstrates BMPL's commitment to

continue to focus on our Strategic Plan.

excellence.

Museum Series Awarded

Youth Designation

The REEL History series produced by

The Town of The Blue Mountains, with

BMPL's Craigleith Heritage Depot was

assistance from The Blue Mountains

awarded, not once, but twice. First was the

Public Library and other local organizations,

Award for Excellence from the Ontario

was thrilled to be recognized as a Youth

Museum Association. This was followed by

Friendly Community from Play Works. For the

the Minister's Award for Innovation from the

first time in history, the Town is now a

Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and

Designated Silver Youth Friendly Community,

Culture Industries. If you have not yet seen

joining a list of other municipalities committed

our films, many are featured on our YouTube

to serving youth aged 13 to 19.

Channel during the building closure.

Museum Series Awarded

Virtual Branch

The Youth Friendly Community Recognition

Featured Partnership: The CHD has

As part of the 2019 website

Program of Play Works acknowledges

received funding from Veterans Affairs

relaunch, a Virtual Branch was

communities that have invested in

Canada for the Our Military Heritage on-line

created. This branch is a one-stop

opportunities for youth in recreation, sports,

resource to digitize and upload the museum

shopping opportunity for all digital

arts, drama, volunteerism and leadership

military collection. Our staff and volunteers

resources including audio and e-

development. Youth Friendly Communities

are working with the Royal Canadian Legion

books, museum collections,

must meet several criteria that demonstrate a

Beaver Valley 281 resources and accepting

magazines, language and

strong commitment to engaging youth between

additional materials from our community.

educational resources, and more.

the ages of 13 to 19.

Action Plan
Every year the Board approves an Action Plan with governance and operational outcomes and timelines. These outcomes are designed
to implement the four year Strategic Plan 2018-2022. The Action Plan 2019 included 86 outcomes of which 77 (90%) were achieved.
The remaining nine were deferred to the 2020 Plan.
This year, the Board approved the Action Plan 2020 on January 16, 2020 which included 108 items. As a result of the current pandemic,
on April 16, 2020 we deferred 22 of these items because of timing or inability to gather safely. Several others have been shifted from
physical meetings to virtual meetings, such as the May Town Hall Meeting with the community. The updated Plan now includes 86 items
to be achieved in 2020. As of the April Board Meeting 21 had been completed (24%). We report on the progress of the Plan and the
individual items each month in the Board agenda. The original approved document is also available for viewing on our website on the
Policies page.

PAGE 2
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2019 STATISTICS AND SUCCESSES

2019 Statistics
Visits:

LE Shore Visits 109,616
CHD Visits 10,787

Collections:

buildings (e.g 3D printer, sewing machines,

Museum 8,037

Print Circulation 81,887
Digital Circulation 19,864
Inter-Library Loans 1,600

The BMPL Audit is scheduled to be

creation for our community. While we have not
been able to provide all maker options, this
community including workshops and alternate
collections such as professional grade
cameras, lights, audio mixers, editing software,
and other technology which can be borrowed
through the BMPL with your library card.

Programs:
Programs Offered 798
Program Attendees 16,001
Creator Space Attendees 304
Technology Usage:
Wi-Fi Usage 12,584
Public Computer Use 15,548
Website Visits 64,064

This partnership was so successful in 2019
that BMPL and The Creator Space have
extended this partnership for another 3 years
thanks to the Canadian Council for the Arts
funding. Further, the one year pilot project
grant was extended for another 3 years and
has been expanded to include more workshops

E-followers & Social Media Contacts 31,356

offered at both BMPL locations. Check out the

Volunteers (LES/CHD) 41

the BMPL website.

In 2019 we expanded our core service of technology and connectivity by developing
a new series Wired Wednesday. Each week staff provided Tech Help and training
workshop on technology and software. Join us at 1pm each week.

Facility Updates

Leonard E. Shore Branch

Craigleith Heritage Depot

The LE Shore building was scheduled

The Craigleith Heritage Depot closed

to have a $105,000 capital investment

October 24, 2019 due to air quality

of library furniture and shelves in 2020.

issues. In February 2020 radon

We will be working with Council to

remediation occurred and the final

determine how to proceed in Fall 2020

test results are expected to be

as the financial impacts of COVID-19

received in late May or early June

are better understood. While these

2020. At that time CHD will begin the

replacements are each required, we

facility reopening process. For

understand the financial constraints

ongoing updates, please visit our

our community will be under this year.

Museum FAQ which is

We are all in this together.

Space partnership allows us to support arts

partnership does bring digital options to the

Usage:

Featured Service

comprehensive maker-space in our current
coding robots, digital labs, etc), the Creator

Archival 186 linear ft

be posted on the website.

Mountains Creator Space Digital Arts Lab.
While we are unable to provide a

Digital 153,219

Meeting. Following this meeting it will

In 2019 the Board partnered with the Blue

Card Holders 3,201

Print 26,438

received at the May 21st Board

Creator Space Partnership

updated regularly.
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Digital Art Show Your Brain on Digital Art from

2019 BMPL ANNUAL REPORT - MAY 2020

LIBRARYINFO@THEBLUEMOUNTAINS.CA | 519-599-3681

Board Meetings During COVID-19
During the pandemic, the BMPL Board and Committees are meeting virtually. These meetings are open to the public. Due to
increased hacking attempts during the pandemic, we have been instructed to no longer provide our link on the calendar or on social
media. Instead, all interested parties can contact Dr. Saunders at LibraryCEO@TheBlueMountains.ca anytime prior to 30 minutes
before a meeting, and the login credentials will be provided. Again, earlier is better.

Current Services
As we all embrace the provincial pandemic orders to Stay
Home, your GLAM is here providing virtual services.
Gallery
Virtual Exhibits-Your Brain on Digital Art
In the Gallery Blog-review of virtual arts by Arts & Culture
Council members
Library
Seniors Exercise, Mon. 10am
Wired Wednesday, Wed. 1pm
Bedtime Story Time, Wed. 7pm
Digital Book Club, Thur. 1pm
Virtual Story Time, Fri 11am
Family Craft Time, Sat 11am
Picture & Words Contest (through May 31)
Many Creator Space Workshops [Event Calendar]
Educational Workshops & Webinars [Virtual Branch]
100,000+ eBooks & audio books [Virtual Branch]
Homework Help [Virtual Branch]
Mango Languages [Virtual Branch]
TumbleBooks [Virtual Branch]
COVID-19 Resources [Service Updates & COVID-19]
Archive

Need a Library Card?

BiblioBoard virtual museum [Virtual Branch]
Museum
Museum Mondays, Mon. 3pm

Staff are working from home and are available to answer all

Cluesday Tuesday, Tue. 12pm
Museum Show & Tell, Fri 1pm (alternating weeks)
Museum Talk & Sketch, Fri 1pm (alternating weeks)
All events and activities are available on our Event Calendar.
Many of our past programs are available on our the BMPL
YouTube page.

you think your card is expired, our staff can provide you with your
card number so you may access our Virtual Branch. All active
library cards and materials have been extended through the
pandemic and facility closures.
No card-No problem. Complete the form on our Virtual Branch and

Books on hold will be available for pick up when the Provincial
Order to close has been lifted. BMPL is working on plans based
on Ontario reopening requirements and will release plans as
these become available.

questions received by email or phone. If you can't find your card or

a staff person will provide a temporary card number so you may
access our Virtual Branch holdings. This temporary card will
continue to be extended throughout the pandemic and BMPL
facility closures.
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In Memoriams
ALICE HOGGARD

CLARA ‘MURIEL’ HEWGILL

It is with great sadness that the family of Muriel Hewgill (nee
Knox) announces her passing on Monday, April 13, 2020 after a
courageous battle with cancer. She passed away peacefully at
Chapman House Hospice in Owen Sound two days before her
90th birthday.
Muriel was a lifelong resident of the Beaver Valley (Duncan, Quiet
Valley and Thornbury). She worked most of her life in the apple
industry, owning an apple orchard and working from the age of
15 until her retirement, in various apple packing plants. She also
worked as a curator of the Beaver Valley Military Museum for eight years ending when
the museum closed. Muriel was also known for her pie making, having assisted her
friend Frances Clarke with making and selling apple pies to two local fruit stands for
a number of years. She enjoyed crafts and at the age of 80, took up oil painting. She
had a love of euchre and bid euchre, playing many times a week in her retirement.
Muriel will be lovingly remembered by her children Donald (Joanne) Hewgill of
Meaford, Islay Hewgill of Owen Sound, and Brian Hewgill of Thornbury. She will be
remembered fondly by her granddaughters Mandy Sherwood (Sebus Luiken) and
Shawna Hewgill (Aaron Pal) of Edmonton, Brittany Shaw (Andrew) of Meaford, and by
her great grandchildren Henry and Braden Luiken, and Brody and Cohen Shaw. She
is also survived by her brother-in-law Keith Hewgill (Lois) of Meaford, by her many
nieces, nephews and their families, and by her dear friend Fern Parks of Thornbury.
Muriel was predeceased by her husband Floyd Angus Hewgill in 1968 and by her son
Robert Floyd Hewgill in 1993. She was also predeceased by her parents Wellington
and Mary Knox, her sister Hazel McNichol (David), her twin Lloyd Knox (Irene), brother
Noble Knox and infant sister Ora Knox.
A private service of committal and interment will take place at Thornbury-Clarksburg
Union Cemetery. A celebration of Muriel’s life will take place at Grace United Church
in the near future and will be announced after the Covid restrictions have been lifted
and friends and family are able to gather safely.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Grace United Church (cheques
only please) or the Residential Hospice of Grey Bruce ‘Chapman House’ would be
appreciated and may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E.,
Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.

Born in Collingwood Township
on July 29, 1922, a daughter
of the late Edgar Hoggard
and Esther Stork, Alice passed
away at Errinrung Residence in
Thornbury on Wednesday April
8, 2020 at the age of 97.
Alice was a longtime resident
of
Clarksburg.Predeceased
by her brothers Bruce, Lester
and Tom and her sisters-in-law Laura and Audrey.
Dearly beloved and cherished aunt of Shirley Foster
of Thornbury. Predeceased by a niece Gloria Jean
Cornfield and a nephew Bryan Hoggard.
Fondly remembered by Bryan’s wife Beth and
Gloria’s husband Blair Cornfield and her great niece’s
and nephew’s Jody Scott (Joe), Scott Foster (April
Akerfelt), Stacey Flint (Trevor), Terri-Lyn Eichenburger
(Jeff ), Ashley McGregor (Warren), Thomas Hoggard
(Baan), Kimberley Gossett (Norm), Andrew Reiche
(Angie) and Stephanie Reiche (Stephen McCullough)
and great great nieces and nephews Lauryn Scott,
Ella and Georgia Eichenburger, Noah and Ryker Flint,
Ronan, Ava and Maeve McGregor, Bruce Gossett,
and Cash, Nahanni and Sawyer Reiche.
Cremation has taken place, a Memorial Celebration
will be held at a later date. Interment will take place
at Thornbury-Clarksburg Union Cemetery.
Thank you to the staff of Errinrung Retirement and
Nursing Home for the kind and loving care they
provided.
As your expression of sympathy, memorial
donations may be made to St. Paul’s Presbyterian RUSSELL EUGENE KNOTT
Church (cheques only please) in Thornbury through Born in Heathcote on December 10, 1956, a son of the late Maurice
and Audrey (nee McCutcheon) Knott, Russell passed away peacefully
the Ferguson Funeral Home.
at Campbell House Hospice in Collingwood following a lengthy
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca
struggle with cancer on Monday April 13, 2020 at the age of 63.
Russell was the beloved husband of Deborah (nee Pether) whom he
IRENE BELL
married in September 1985 in Clarksburg and the couple remained
Irene Bell of Lindsay, and
residents of the Beaver Valley and Clarksburg for many years. He will
formerly of the Town of Blue
be remembered as the devoted father and Dad of Christina Knott
Mountains, passed away on
and Ryan Hunt of Meaford, and Jacqueline and Justin Kabatoff of
Monday, April 6, 2020 in 101st
Strathmore, AB. Brothers James Knott (Patricia) of Heathcote and their children Kene
year.
and Angela (Matthew Baker), and Wayne Knott (Ruth) of Meaford and their son Dennis
She was predeceased by her
(Amber), and sisters Nancy Kane (Brian) of Thornbury and their children Bradley (Julie),
beloved husband Kenneth, her
Brodie (Lauren) and Christine Butler, and Shelley Cornfield (Chris) of Rocklyn and their
sister Audrey and her brother
children Matthew and his fiancé Hannah and Derrick will all sorely miss their brother
Jim. She was the dear mother
and special uncle. He will be recalled fondly as well by the Pether families for his good
of David Bell and his wife Cindy
(nee Scott), and Sharon Penzvalto. She was the nature and love of family gatherings.
loving grandmother of Eden, Allan and his wife Russell grew up on the family farm and built his life in the same community where
he was born and raised. He still managed to see plenty of countryside during his years
Heather, and great grandmother of Robert.
Irene will be remembered for her hard work tending as a long haul truck driver. When his daughters were young, Russ decided he needed
to her bees at K.M. Bell’s Honey and took great pride to stay closer to home. He then spent the rest of his life running heavy equipment;
in selling their honey. She truly enjoyed visiting excavators, bull dozers and tractor trailers alike. He was a devoted community
member, serving the Royal Canadian Legion for nearly 40 years assuming many roles
with her customers and friends while she worked.
A private gathering to celebrate Irene’s life will over the decades, including President locally and Sergeant at Arms at Zone level. He
take place at later date, followed by a service of was a member of the Beaver Valley Kinsmen serving the community he loved.
committal and interment at Thornbury-Clarksburg Cremation has taken place and a memorial service to celebrate Russell’s life will be
conducted at a later date to be announced.
Union Cemetery.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to your If so desired and as your expression of sympathy donations to RCL Branch 281 Poppy
local hospital or a charity of your choice would be Fund, Meaford Hospital Foundation or, and in keeping with Russell’s commitment
appreciated and may be made directly with the to Legion work, donations to the Legion Cenotaph Stone Project (cheques only – no
charity or through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 receipts available) would be appreciated and may be made through the Ferguson
Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have
Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9.
been entrusted. www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca
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CRYSTAL GROVE LAINEY

It is with deep sadness that the family of Crystal
Grove Lainey announce her passing on April 18,
2020. She fought a courageous battle with cancer,
and passed peacefully at home surrounded by her
loved ones at the age of 65.
Crystal was born in Ohio, and moved to Stayner
in high school where she met her lifelong
soulmate Peter Lainey. Peter and Crystal attended
Queen’s University, married in 1981, and moved
to Thornbury to start their life together. Crystal was a skilled and
compassionate physiotherapist, who worked for over 20 years at the
Meaford and Owen Sound Hospitals. She later transitioned to home
care work for which she truly had a passion. She was well-known
across the Grey-Bruce region as “Crystal the Physiotherapist”. She was
beloved and respected by all of her colleagues and patients, and will
be sorely missed by the profession. Crystal had a genuine passion for
helping those in need. For ten years, she answered weekend phone
lines for Safe ’N Sound Owen Sound, helping people find shelter in a
crisis. She was a passionate, integral member of the Blue Mountain
Community Church; her faith was exemplary, steadfast and inspiring
to those who knew her. She was an avid reader and gardener, loved
to bake, and was never happier than when she was riding her bicycle.
Above all else, Crystal was an incredible mother and wife; she gave
absolutely everything to her family and she was the centre of their
universe. Words cannot express how much Crystal will be missed by
her devoted husband of 39 years Peter, her very special son Andrew,
and her daughter Allison (Colin Matheson), who filled her life with
pride and joy. Her granddaughter Lucy was the light of her life; Lucy
will miss her Grandma’s wisdom, baking and stories. Crystal is also
survived by her brother William Grove (Meg Macintyre), and her
adoring nieces Katie and Emma. She will be so dearly missed by her
church family at Blue Mountain Community Church.
As per Crystal’s wishes, a celebration of life will take place as soon as
circumstances allow for her loving family and friends to safely gather.
Along with her volunteer work, Crystal also gave generously and
faithfully to charity throughout her life. If so desired and as your
expression of sympathy, donations in her name to Blue Mountain
Community Church (Cheques Only Please), World Vision or Plan
International may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48
Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9, or support your local library or
food bank. Books and food were her language of love.
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

DARREN CHARLES SHILVOCK

Darren passed away at his home in Kimberley
on Friday, April 17, 2020 at the age of 48. Born in
Meaford on May 18, 1971, Darren was the third
child and cherished son of Ray and Dianne (nee
Ellis) Shilvock. Darren and Lori married and started
a life together on Gramma Margaret’s farm on the
west side of the valley. They were blessed with
two beautiful children, Ella and Will. Darren loved
being a Dad. He enjoyed taking them to their sporting activities,
riding the trails on the family ‘side by side’, family vacations and
spending time at the cottage. Darren will forever be loved by his
daughter Ella and son William, and by his parents Ray and Dianne.
He will be forever remembered by Lori. Darren will always be the
treasured baby brother to Janice and Tracey, dear brother in law to
Mike, and loving uncle to Cadence and Silas. He will be remembered
fondly by his many aunts, uncles, cousins and their families.
A celebration of Darren’s life will take place in the near future
when family and friends can safely gather. Details for this will be
announced as soon as they are available. As your expression of
sympathy, donations in trust for Darren’s children, Ella and William
Shilvock, would be appreciated and may be made by cheque only
payable to Ella and William Shilvock through the Ferguson Funeral
Home, 48 Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9.

NADINE MARILYN PALLISTER

Nadine Pallister of Meaford, formerly of
Thornbury, ON and Michigan, USA, passed away
peacefully at Grey Bruce Health Services in Owen
Sound on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at the age of
67. Born in Hazel Park, Michigan, USA on August
23, 1952, a daughter of the late Charles and Jean
(nee Burgess) Tucson. In 1987 Nadine moved to
Thornbury and married her childhood friend, Gary
Pallister.
She was the much loved, kind and patient mother of Nicole Butler
(Charles), Tammie Banks (Bill Currie), and Wayne Pallister, all of
Meaford. Nadine was the loving and proud ‘Grandma’ of Anthony
Butler, Dominic Banks, Noah Banks, Autumn Swain, Dallas Pallister,
and was predeceased by her much loved grandson Damian Butler.
She will be dearly missed by her sisters Charlotte Tucson and Sharon
White of Michigan, USA, and will be remembered fondly by her niece
Michelle McNab (Bradley) and nephew Earl Ritchie.
Nadine will be missed by many, including the many unofficially
adopted children she has taken under her wing like an angel
throughout Canada and the USA over the years. Orange was Nadine’s
favourite colour, even her first car was orange, and she loved
California Orange Poppies. Her children and her pets were her life.
Nadine loved the simple life, she had a huge heart when it came to
animals and birds, loved watching the hummingbirds drink from
the feeders, playing catch with the dogs, and puttering around the
flower gardens.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Heart and Stroke
Foundation would be appreciated and may be made though the
Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to

Need a Blue Mountains
Public Library Card?

If you are a resident of The Blue
Mountains, Grey Highlands
or Meaford, apply online for
a 90-day membership that
will give you free access to
our digital collection, which
includes resources for allages like eBooks, audiobooks,
movies,
digital
magazines,
access to Lynda.com and Mango
Languages. Apply now: www.
thebluemountainslibrary.ca/
apply.cfm.
Lost your card?
Send us an email to libraryinfo@
thebluemountains.ca or call 519599-3681 ext. 2 and we will send
your card # and PIN.
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Staying on Track!
Spring 2020 Vol. 28 No. 1
Published by The Georgian Cycle & Ski Trail Association
www.GeorgianTrail.ca

Thornbury’s Good
Samaritan… by Penny Jerred
Is it the pleasure he derives from seeing
nature unspoiled, a need to supplement
his enjoyment of walking, or just an
overwhelming compulsion to make
amends for the carelessness of others?
Whatever prompted it, Rudy Chiarandini’s
self-appointed role as a devoted guardian
has been a blessing to all who enjoy the
Georgian Trail in Thornbury.
In the spring of 2008, the trail as it passed
through newly developed Lora Bay, was
littered by the debris of construction. This
prompted residents to initiate their first
official Earth Day cleanup of the trail and
environs, with Rudy eager to participate.
That was the first of many years of local
Earth Day initiatives to clear the detritus
and debris that accumulate each winter to
mar the trail’s natural beauty.
But living at Lora Bay has not limited his
cleanup efforts, nor does the weather –
whatever the season, Rudy’s walks take
him from one end of the Thornbury
corridor to the other, and from the
highway to the harbour, always with a
number of bags. Sadly, among the leaves
and early shoots of ferns, violets, trilliums,
and the like, Rudy has bent to retrieve a
depressing assortment of plastics, beer
and pop cans, coffee cups and bottles of
all sorts, enough of these in fact to warrant

Earth Day cleanup crew at Lora Bay, 2008
periodic trips to local recycling depots (or
a deposit into a neighbor’s blue box)! He is
scrupulous about segregating glass, cans,
plastic and paper, a dedicated recycler for
sure!! Rudy describes with pride, the time
that a young mother on the trail pointed to
what he was doing as a wonderful lesson
for her two sons.
You may also catch sight of Rudy’s car
along Hwy 26, as he steps out to pick up
some annoying bit of garbage he’s spotted
while out on another errand. Even in his
travels to other countries, Rudy cannot
resist the urge to rid any area he walks
with wife San, of unwanted trash. While
visiting a formal garden in Cortona, Italy,
she admonished him for neglecting the
scenery because they’d become caught up
in clean up!!!
When asked if he suffers from back
problems due to all his bending, Rudy
assured the writer he exercises rigorously
to keep his back in shape. And despite
these uncertain times, with everything
overshadowed by the threat of Covid19,
Rudy continues his walks, always practising
social distancing, and ever vigilant for
that next bit of unsightly trash. Now that
is true dedication to his selfless and much
appreciated undertaking!!

Rudy Chiarandini in Cortona, Italy

Thank you, thank you, Rudy.
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Please Donate to the Georgian
Cycle and Ski Trail Association

Donations are welcomed and needed to:
• Help with the cost of maintaining the
Georgian Trail
• Enhancing the Trail experience for users
• Investing in trail surface improvements
and drainage
• Keeping donors and the public
informed and updated.
Income tax receipts are issued for
donations of $20 or more. (issued under
the charitable organization registration
#0813576-56) Our Trail Map and Staying
on Track! newsletters are dropped at
various locations around Town, however
supporters now receive a digital copy of
the newsletter by email.
Donate on-line at: www.GeorgianTrail.ca

Celebrate • Contribute • Enjoy
COVID-19

Georgian Trail users
may have noticed the
addition of garbage
receptacles in some
Trail locations iin
The Blue Mountains.
With the Trail more
popular than ever as
a result of Covid-19
restrictions, the Town
receptacles will help
us keep it looking its best.
Signs have also been posted asking
trail users to respect the 2 m distancing
rule. If you are cycling or running, please
remember to warn pedestrians of your
approach.

Members of the Collingwood/Blue
Mountains OPP have been conducting
patrols on weekends along the Georgian
Trail using All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). They
report that Trail users have been adhering
to physical distancing and have been
happy to see the officers out patrolling. In
the case of possible non-compliance with
the Emergency Management and Civilian
Protection Act (EMCPA), the officers have
been instructed to use discretion and
education as their approach and to set
fines as a last resort. Patrols are continuing
using bicycles as well as ATVs.

Georgian Trail Operations
Report by Steve Gorton
Annually, the Town of The Blue Mountains
Community Services Dept. generates an
Operational Report covering the activities
of the 3 municipalities which are jointly
responsible for the Georgian Trail. The
GC&STA receives a copy of this report
and below is a summary of the 2019
submission.
The Municipality of Meaford, which
allocated $10,000 to the trail is
responsible for 7.2 km of the trail and
completed monthly inspections from
May to November. It undertook various
maintenance activities including lifting of
tree canopies, fixing washouts, refurbishing
stone path and collection of garbage.
The Town of The Blue Mountains,
responsible for 20.5 km, reported expenses
of approximately $33,000 including nearly
$24,000 for maintenance and repair work.
This included top dressing the section from
Grey County Road 21 to Old Lakeshore
Road and planting 300 seedlings along the
section from Georgian Peaks to Hidden
lake Road. Removal of ash trees affected by
emerald ash borer and dead or hazardous
trees was also undertaken. TBM also
completed grass cutting, including the
Meaford section under contract, noxious
weed control and cleaning of bridge decks.
The Town of Collingwood, with 5.3 km
of The Georgian Trail within its purview,
contributed $5000 toward the total trail
cost. In addition to grass cutting, trimming,
dead and hazardous tree removal and
routine monthly inspections, work was
also undertaken to address flooding issues
behind the Balmoral development and
Canadian Tire store.
The report points out that all activities are
completed with as little environmental
impact as possible and that the trail is
integral to the Blue Mountains Strategic
Plan, the goals of which include creating
opportunities for sustainability, ensuring
infrastructure is sustainable and
supporting healthy lifestyles.
Overall, the Georgian Trail accounted
for just over $48,000 of public funding,
- PAGE 15 / BMR MAY 6TH 2020 -

offering a year-round recreational facility
for residents and visitors alike. Counters
placed during the month of July recorded
4,246 pedestrians and 4,061 cyclists passing
Craigleith Depot, and 18,573 pedestrians
and 1186 cyclists crossing the trestle bridge
in Thornbury. It is hoped that more trail
data will be collected in future to provide a
more detailed picture of trail usage.
The full report is available at:
www.thebluemountains.ca/document_
viewer.cfm?event_doc=3153

The Beginnings of The
Georgian Trail

An interesting account of the efforts of
Anne Bennett and a group of volunteers
to establish the Georgian Trail in the 1980’s
can be found on the Georgian Trail website.
It is written by Helen Bull of Collingwood
and included with her permission.

Staying on Track!
has been produced by the

Georgian Cycle & Ski Trail
Association

Board of Directors 2019-2020
Doug Brenner, Don DeGrandis,
Janet Findlay, Steve Gorton,
Murray Knowles, Bill Remus

Your comments and ideas are welcome!
Please send them to:
georgiantr.info@gmail.com

COVID CRISIS by Robert Burcher

Is it over yet? Is our grand experiment in being a truly co-operative
society done?
Don’t get me wrong; I totally understand the need for this health/
plague/crisis lockdown as the deaths continue, it is just that I don’t
like it. But hasn’t it been grand for us introverts who are quite happy
to read multiple books without guilt and watch Netflix until dawn
without having to worry about going to work.
There are lots of Winners in this strange and weird dream that we
are all living in. DOGS WIN! Have you ever seen so many dogs being
walked? Multiple walks every day by different family members
- a totally acceptable excuse for being out on the street. From
that miniature Mexican rescued dog to that huge beautiful Irish
wolfhound that just lopes through town. They are all doing so well.
Then, too, this will be the Year of the Garden. If you can’t leave your
property then why not pick up a rake and get some air and exercise!
It seems everyone is well ahead of the seasonal curve in doing yard
work. Thank God that the Town Fathers decided that it wasn’t such a
big issue to open up the dump. It’s not like we all stand around and
chat in socially deplorable covens of proud gardeners.
Another bunch of winners are the Fish in our rivers and creeks. With
the access through public parks and trails being closed the fish are
having an easy time of it. No running the gauntlet of shoulder to
shoulder fishermen like the good old days of the 1960’s when images
of Thornbury on “Opening Day” would be featured in the Toronto
newspapers. It was just plain spooky to see no one at all the usual
hotspots. Some enterprising fishermen were able to avoid the OPP
and find access to hidden pools on the river, but they seriously had to
work at it. So it looks like there will be good fishing for weeks as the
usual gang of migratory fishermen got scared away.

Ornamental Grasses To Cut or Not to Cut

Ornamental grasses are a wonderful addition to the home garden,
particularly the clumping kind. They come in all sizes and different
shades of green or variegation.
But they all have something in common. They have to be cut back
each spring, when the snow has gone. And I mean cut back to 4 to 6
inches from the ground as per the photo.
Cutting back 12-foot-high Miscanthus Giganteus provides a bonus
- free stakes to support other plants in your garden.
John Hethrington, Master Gardener, Emeritus, past President of Master
Gardeners of Ontario.
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Another winner that I haven’t caught up with yet is a teenager who
seems to be an athlete in training who is using all this free time to
run, skate and bike along Napier St. Well done kid! Then too I have
heard that the local Coyotes running club have a project where they
are running across Canada (figuratively) by recording their distance
by running in their yards at home. Have we hit Manitoba, yet?
A final group of Winners in the Covid crisis are some of our politicians. Doug Ford for one has made an astonishing change from his
petulant blaming blowhard personality into an actual leader with a
heart! Did you see him almost cry when he talked about his Motherin-Law in a Seniors home?
Trudeau I’m not so sure about. Still haven’t seen or heard in his voice
a real sense of compassion. I guess too much of a drama teacher still
exists in that man.
But like everyone else I have to do a shout out to the workers in our
health institutions who are working harder then ever while they hear
of all the relaxing at home things their neighbours are doing. Just
ain’t fair is it?
So we will survive this health emergency, but looming behind this
temporary insanity is the Economic Tsunami that is going crash
upon us. I hope your gardens do well this year and that your freezer,
preserves and wine cellar are all totally stocked for our coming
desperate times. Keep calm and garden on!
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NOTICE Wild Chervil Pesticide
Spraying Notification
The Town of The Blue Mountains is providing this advance
notice to rural residents to advise that the annual noxious weed
control program to manage Wild Chervil will be continuing for
2020.
The pesticide application will be conducted by a licensed
technician and only applied to grass roadside areas that appear
to be visually unkept and where there is evidence of noxious
weeds. In addition, a map (on the reverse side of this sheet) has
been included to help identify the approximate areas where
the pesticide will be sprayed.
The noxious weed control program is regulated under the Weed
Control Act and is used to control and eradicate Wild Chervil,
which is deemed as a noxious weed in the Province of Ontario.
The spraying will occur over four consecutive days, between
the middle of May to early June, depending upon the weather,
and the Town will issue a formal notice on the newsroom of the
Town website before the spraying starts.

Opt-out of Pesticide Spraying and
Do Not Spray Signs

To opt-out of pesticide spraying on the road allowance fronting
a property, residents should contact the Town to receive a ‘Do
Not Spray’ sign that can be installed on the road allowance at
the limits of the property’s frontage. In addition, the contractors
have been advised to only apply the pesticide to grass roadside
areas that appear to be visually unkept and where there is
evidence of Wild Chervil.
It is important to note that Under the Provincial Weed Control
Act, the Town is required to control Wild Chervil. Regardless of
posted signs, unmaintained sections of the Town road allowance
will still be sprayed if there is evidence of wild chervil.

options, please visit the following Wild Chervil FAQ page on
the Town website: https://www.thebluemountains.ca/roadsdrainage.cfm
Additional Information on Wild Chervil can be found by visiting
the Ontario Invading Species Awareness Program website:
http://www.invadingspecies.com/wild-chervil/
It is also important to understand that Wild chervil can be
confused with Queen Anne’s lace (Daucus carota). However,
the leaves of wild chervil are more distinctively fernlike in
shape. The umbels of Queen Anne’s lace have bracts below
them, while the umbels of wild chervil do not have bracts. Wild
chervil usually flowers in mid- to late spring; Queen Anne’s lace
flowers later in the season. https://cisma-suasco.org/invasive/
wild-chervil/

Road Jurisdiction

It is also important to understand that the Town of The Blue
Mountains will only be spraying rural roads that are within the
jurisdiction of the Town of Blue Mountains.
All County roads are within the jurisdiction of County of Grey,
which administers their own noxious weed control program.
For information, please visit: www.grey.ca

What is Wild Chervil?

Wild chervil is a herbaceous
biennial
or
short-lived
perennial from the parsley
family, introduced to North
America from Europe. It
was first brought to North
America as part of European
wildflower seed mix used for
plantings along hedgerows and
meadows.

If you have questions about this process or would like to
request a sign, please call 519-599-3131 ext. 276. If you live
along a County Road, please direct your inquires or questions
to 519-376-7337 or via email at roads@grey.ca.

This species is short-lived, forming a rosette of only leaves
in the first year, then flowering and producing seeds in the
second year. As a heavy seed producer, it is easily spread to
new locations. Wild chervil has few checks on its population
in North America and can quickly take over an area, displacing
native species and forming dense stands that are difficult to
control. Source: Ontario’s Invading Species Awareness Program

Proactive Monitoring & Cooperative Compliance

What Chemical is Being Sprayed?

The Town remains committed to ensuring that the spread
of Wild Chervil is managed and controlled. To that end, the
Town recently appointed an additional Weed Inspector who
will be trained on Wild Chervil identification and who will
be available to assist residents. Enforcement of the Town’s
Noxious Weed Bylaw continues to place emphasis on education
and cooperative compliance. In addition, Town staff will be
monitoring Wild Chervil throughout the season in an effort to
assess the effectiveness of control and reducing spread.

Shared Stewardship

Wild Chervil is detrimental to agricultural lands. The Town
encourages all property owners and residents to actively
identify and eliminate Wild Chervil on their own properties
in fields, lawns and gardens to help reduce the spread of this
noxious weed. To assist with identification and elimination

The licensed contractor will be using Truvist Herbicide,
which contains the active ingredients, Chlorsulfuron and
Aminocyclopyrachlor. PCP Registration Number 30920 in
combination with Hasten NT Spray Adjuvant, which contains
active ingredients Methyl and ethyl oleate (esterified vegetable
oil). PCP Registration Number 28277 under the Pest Control
Products Act. Truvist is an approved herbicide shown to be
effective in controlling Wild Chervil along the Town road
allowance.
To learn more or to view a detailed FAQ regarding the noxious
weed control program, please visit: www.thebluemountains.
ca/roads-drainage.cfm
For more information, please contact:
Operations Department Phone: 519-599-3131 x 276

Anticipated 2020 Roadside Weed Spraying
Town of The Blue Mountains
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