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Christmas Dinner Drive-Thru

The Town of The Blue Mountains, and the Christmas Dinner Sub-Committee are
excited to announce that the Dinner was a great success with all 500 dinners being
accounted for. 250 dinners have been purchased through generous donations by
community members, with the other 250 dinners being distributed to those in need
through the St. George’s Community Cares program.
“On behalf of the Town, and the community at large, I would like to extend gratitude
to everyone who contributed a donation to purchase a dinner. Every dinner that was
purchased through donation has helped fund and provide a dinner to those in need
this holiday season”, said Mayor Alar Soever. “This initiative is another great example of
the strength of our community and how we can all work to support each other through
challenging times.”
The Town is also excited to share the news that the Holiday Experience Video
was launched on Saturday, December 19 at 7:00pm. The video features musical
performances, community greetings, ministerial services and more! To watch the premiere, please visit: www.exploreblue.ca/holidays.
“I would also like to acknowledge and highlight the great work of the Community Recovery Task Force and the Christmas Dinner SubCommittee,” explained Mayor Alar Soever. “The group identified a need within the community and through partnership found a unique, safe
and Health Unit approved way to raise the community spirit this holiday.”
About the Community Recovery Task Force
As an immediate response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Town of The Blue
Mountains formed a Community Recovery Task Force comprised of a diverse
collection of local service clubs, groups, organizations and associations. Meeting
regularly to discuss and address concerns and impacts, the composition of the task
force has provided a robust level of insight and experience to help navigate through
the difficulties of the pandemic.
About the Christmas Dinner Sub-Committee
The Christmas Dinner Committee is a sub-committee of the Community
Recovery Task Force. Comprised of members of Council, ministerial representatives,
community organizations and committee representatives. The sub-committee has
been responsible for the planning, coordination and implementation efforts for the
Christmas Drive-Thru Dinner event. photos by Robert Burcher

The 80th Season for Blue Mountain began Saturday
December 19th, but is shortlived. Skiing ends December
26th for 28 days due to Province-wide lockdown

With the strangest start ever the Mountain planned to start very conservatively and then
increase numbers as protocols are met. So despite the Covid issues there was a lot of joy in
the air that people were actually getting to ski. Then comes Monday, December 21st. “
“Blue Mountain Resort will suspend all ski operations
starting the morning of Saturday December 26 to
comply with the province-wide shutdown order. We
will begin ramping down Resort and most Village
operations and by 12.01am on December 26 all
lift operations will be closed. We are working to
understand and implement requirements that apply to
other Resort operations. We will work directly with our
guests with reservations regarding their visit and will
provide refunds for lodging reservations and lift tickets
dated during the shutdown period. Thank you for your
patience as we continue to assess this evolving situation.
While this is a disappointing reality, the health and
safety of our employees and guests continue to be the
highest priority. Blue Mountain will continue to provide
updates on the website, emails and social media sites.
We encourage everyone to follow current Public Health
Snagging first chair honours for the fifth year are guidelines and look forward to welcoming guests back The strangest thing was to see
the Social Bubble of Robert Turner, Chris Watson, to Blue Mountain when shutdown ends after January people getting their boots on from
28th. www.bluemountain.ca” photos by Robert Burcher their vehicles in the parking lot.
Tom Kuchuta and Jim Kennedy.
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The Memories and Blessings
Mini CarolFest will be streamed
12 Noon every Wednesday in
December and available on
demand until January 6th.
Grace United Church
140 Bruce Street S.,
Thornbury
www.graceunitedthornbury.ca
519-599-2438

2020 CHRISTMAS
MEMORIES & BLESSINGS TREE WITH
WEEKLY CHRISTMAS CAROLFEST
(VIRTUAL)
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, 22 Louisa St.
E., Thornbury.
events,
stories
photos
of ainterest
RememberYour
a loved
one who
hasand
died,
honour
person to
youour
community can cherish,
be emailed
to info@visitblue.ca
for inclusion in
or celebrate
a special event.
the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are available by
calling 519-599-3345 or www.visitblue.ca
Go to the website.
your dedication
online
or print
E-NEWSLETTER
- Use Register
the subscribe
form on our
website
to
receive the weekly E-newsletter.
and mail the form.
MAILED
- You
can also
signuportocredit
receive
the
MakeE-NEWSLETTER
your donation by
cheque,
e-transfer
card.
E- newsletter through Canada Post $50 for 25 issues
Put “Memories
andThis
Blessings
Tree”
in the memo
line. in
MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER
newsletter
is mailed
to residents
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE DEDICATION
- Through ourREGISTRATION
website link; email
transfer to info@
DEADLINES:
visitblue.ca
or must
a cheque
can be sent
Riverside
Press, Box21
387,
By mail:
be received
in thetooffice
by December
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
Last date for registering dedications online is Christmas Day.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than
be added each
week toaccuracy,
the tree legality
250 words,Decorations
and adhere will
to standards
of fairness,
If
you
do
not
receive
confirmation
of
your
dedication
and
and civility. Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness,
relevance
and
diversity
and
reserve
the
right
to
not
publish.
donation, please contact us before December 21.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted
acknowledge the author.

Join us as we celebrate with contests,
trivia and more! Also, explore our
Things To Do At Home page for festive winter holiday ideas all month
long. Unlock a daily activity to help bring memories into your holiday
season.
Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot

December Programs 2020

Yuletide Community Concert Tuesday December 22nd 7:00pm
Zoom The holiday’s aren’t complete without a concert! Register now
for the Yuletide Community Concert where you can hear and share
with others your musical or arts talent. Join this joyful holiday event
as all ages come together to give the gift of concert. Register for this
event to guarantee your spot.
The Night Before Christmas Bedtime Story Time Wednesday
December 23rd at 7:00pm BMPL Facebook. Join Jen as she reads the
holiday classic, The Night Before Christmas by Clement Clarke Moore.
Grab some milk and cookies as you enjoy the holiday magic with
your loved ones.
Holiday Writing Contest Tuesday December 1st - Monday
January 4th Share what you love most about the Holiday season
when you submit a story, poem, or creative writing piece throughout
December via email or social media. Winning pieces will be posted
on our website and featured in a Biblioboard exhibit. Winners will
also receive a prize! Age categories are Ages 4-7, Ages 8-10, and Ages
11-12. Contest closes Monday, January 4th.
Outdoor Festival of Lights Saturday December 12th - Monday
December 28th Celebrate the holiday season by taking a tour of
mapped homes with the best Holiday front lawn decorations. Light
up the night when you decorate and register your home for the festive
celebration! Homes that register before December 9th will have a star
on the map. The map will be available for download on our website.
Vote for your 3 favourite homes by December 28th. Winning homes
will win a prize from a local small business.
Seniors Exercise Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook
Wired Wednesday Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook &
YouTube
Teen Holiday Movie Trivia Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL
Instagram
Bedtime Story Time Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook &
YouTube
Digital Book Club Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Virtual Story Time Fridays 11:00am BMPL Facebook
Trivia Game Night Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook
www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca 519-599-3681

The Blue Mountains Waste Disposal Site

788090 Grey County Rd 13, Clarksburg, ON N0H 1J0
Holiday Season Waste Collection
No changes to residential waste collection. Curbside garbage and
recyclable collection will occur on your usual day.
Landfill Holiday Schedule
Thursday, December 24, 2020: Open from 8am-4pm
Saturday, December 26, 2020: CLOSED Boxing Day!
Tuesday, December 29, 2020: Open from 8am-4pm
Thursday, December 31, 2020: Open from 8am-4pm
Saturday, January 2, 2021: Open from 8am-12pm
Christmas Tree Pick Up
January 4 to 7, 2021 on your regular collection day. Bare trees
only, no decorations, no plastic covers. Please have your tree to
the curb by 7:00a.m.
For More Information Town of The Blue Mountains
Operations Department Phone: 519-599-3131 x 276

JOIN US WEDNESDAYS at NOON:
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Seniors Centre Without Walls
Beaver Valley Outreach
Holiday Greetings to Everyone, We want to let you know that:
The Seniors Centre Without Walls is OPEN.
Programs will be happening every week.
Here’s a list of the dates and events which have already been confirmed for
January; the completed calendar will be sent on January 4th.

Mon., January 4th, 11 a.m.

Check in–Plans for 2021, how was the holiday?

Tues. January 5 , 2 p.m.

Bingo

Thur. January7, 11 a.m.

New Bus service, Owen Sound to TBM, Stephanie
Stewart, Mgr. of Community Transport

Tues. January 12, 11 a.m.

Name That Tune – Golden Oldies

Tues. January 12, 2 p.m.

Bingo

Thur. January 14,

Memory Clinics and Resources for Brain Health,
Sandra Hong, Alzheimer Society, Grey Bruce

Mon. January 18, 2 p.m.

Living With Hearing Loss & Protecting Your
Hearing, Ross Hart, Canadian Hearing Society

Tues. January 19, 2 p.m.

Bingo

Wed. January 20, 11 a.m.

Getting Your Government Pensions, Caroline Araujo
Abbotts, Financial Literacy, United Way GB

Thur. January 21, 2 p.m.

Trivia - Where are they now???

Mon. January 25, 2 p.m.

Name That Tune

Tues. January 26, 2 p.m.

Bingo – 52 card variation

Thur. January 28, 2 p.m.

Estate Administration Tax (E.A.T.), Jeremy
Bertrand,Ministry of Finance

th

For More Information:

Stars of the past

Phone Answers4Seniors, 519 599 2577, ext. 6 or
E mail seniors@bvo.ca

To Call In and Join Phone 1 866 279 1594, Enter Passcode 852340#, Record your
name, followed by #, you’ll be in the session!
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Provincewide Lockdown December 26

Premier Ford announced a provincewide lockdown will begin on
December 26. The lockdown will be in place for at least 28 days in
Southern Ontario, which includes Grey County.

What does this mean for businesses?

Many businesses sectors will not be permitted to operate during
the pandemic, and others will need to modify. The follow outlines
some of the restrictions to business during the ‘Grey’ lockdown
details of the Provincial COVID-19 Framework.
Retail stores (aside from essential retail, such as grocery stores and
pharmacies) will be closed for in-store shopping. Curbside pickup
and delivery may continue.
Restaurants and bars will be closed for dining. Take-out can
continue.
Sports and recreational fitness facilities will be closed. This includes
outdoor recreation, such as ski hills and skating rinks.
Personal care services will be closed.
Hotels and Motels are permitted to operate except for pools, fitness
centres, meeting rooms and other recreational facilities.
Household services, such as housekeeping, cooks, nanny services
and babysitters, may continue.
Real estate agencies are permitted to operate with showings by
appointment only.
Short-term rentals (not including hotels) are not permitted. No
new reservations except for individuals who are in need of housing.
The above is only a summary of some of the sector restrictions. For
a more complete breakdown, download the Provincewide Shutdown
document.
Businesses are also required to have COVID Workplace Safety Plans
in place.

1 Public Member Being Sought

The Town of The Blue Mountains is seeking applications, in the form
of letters of interest, from members of the public for appointment to
the following Town Committee. The committee appointment runs
concurrent with the term of Council, being 2018 - 2022:
Committee of Adjustment:
5 member Committee
3 Committee members have been appointed
1 public member being sought and 1 Council member to be
appointed
Applicants are encouraged to include background information
and any special qualifications or interest related to the Committee
of Adjustment.
All Applications should be submitted no later than Friday, January
8th, 2021 1:00 pm to:
Town of The Blue Mountains
Attention: Town Clerk
32 Mill Street
Thornbury, Ontario N0H 2P0

www. wienerdogrescue.com
Help us with our Vet bills please - Save us your Alcohol Containers
In the Meaford/Thornbury area please call Teresia for pick up 226-974-5059
~ Volunteer
~ Adopt
~ Donate

New Ontario Small Business Support Grant

Premier Ford announced the New Ontario Small Business Support
Grant. In his announcement, he noted small businesses required to
close or restrict services during the shutdown will be eligible for a
one-time grant of $10,000 to $20,000 in support.
Eligible small businesses include those that:
• Are required to close or significantly restrict services subject to
the Provincewide Shutdown effective 12:01 a.m. on December 26,
2020;
• Have less than 100 employees at the enterprise level
Starting at $10,000 for all eligible businesses, the grant will
provide businesses with dollar for dollar funding to a maximum of
$20,000 to help cover decreased revenue expected as a result of
the Provincewide Shutdown. The business must demonstrate they
experienced a revenue decline of at least 20 per cent when comparing
monthly revenue in April 2019 and April 2020. This time period was
selected because it reflects the impact of the public health measures
in spring 2020, and as such provides a representation of the possible
impact of these latest measures on small businesses. Further details,
including how to apply, will be announced in January 2021.
For small businesses not in operation in April 2019 or April 2020,
eligibility criteria will be announced in January 2021.
Businesses that are not eligible include those that were already
required to close prior to the introduction of modified Stage 2
measures, and essential businesses permitted to operate with
capacity restrictions (e.g., discount and big box stores selling
groceries, supermarkets, grocery stores, convenience stores,
pharmacies, and beer, wine and liquor stores).

This Christmas...

Keep your hospital close to your heart!

Grey County Business Support Line

If you’re looking for information or advice for about operating your
business during COVID-19, give the Grey County Business Support
Line a call. One of our staff will be happy to assess your situation
and help you to understand regulations or connect with the right
services for your needs.
Calls will be answered Monday-Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. or you can also email questions to ecdev@grey.ca anytime.
Office will be closed December 24 at 12:00 p.m. to January 4 at
8:30 a.m.

Donate this holiday for New Defibrillators
& help keep healthcare close to home!
To donate, watch for our letter in your mail or visit
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www.mhfoundation.ca

Take notice that the Town of The Blue Mountains
will hold a Public Meeting regarding the 2021 Draft
Budget and 2021 Draft Water and Wastewater
Budget and Rates
The Blue Mountains Council will be holding a Virtual Public
Meeting to provide information to the public and to allow the
public the opportunity to review and comment on the 2021 Draft
Budget and supporting Tax Rate Changes as well as the 2021 Draft
Water and Wastewater Budget.
Monday, January 11, 2021 - 5:00 p.m.
Virtual - Online format using Microsoft Teams
Notice is hereby given that the Council of The Corporation of
the Town of The Blue Mountains, at its regularly scheduled Council
meeting on Monday, February 8, 2021, intends to adopt the
Estimated Revenues and Expenditures for all departments of the
Town for the year 2021 and intends to adopt the 2021 Water and
Wastewater Budget.
Copies of the 2021 Draft Budget and the 2021 Draft Water and
Wastewater Budget will be available through the Town’s website,
www.thebluemountains.ca.
For additional information, please contact Finance and IT
Services 519-599-3131

Take notice that the Town of The Blue Mountains
will hold a Public Meeting regarding amendments
to By-law 2020-14, By-law 2020-15, By-law 2020-16
and By-law 2020-45

The Blue Mountains Council will be holding a Virtual Public
Meeting to provide information to the public and to allow the
public the opportunity to review and comment on Amendments
to the following Fees and Charges By-laws:
By-law 2020-14 - Imposition and Collection of Fees and Charges
for Certain Municipal Services and Activities
By-law 2020-15 - Solid Waste Management Fees
By-law 2020-16 - Planning Matters and Engineering Services
By-law 2020-45 - Imposition of Water Charges and Sewer Charges
Monday, January 11, 2021 - 5:00 p.m.
Virtual - Online format using Microsoft Teams
It is proposed that Council will consider enactment of these
revised By-laws at its regularly scheduled Council Meeting on
Monday, February 8, 2021.
Copies of the proposed amendments to the By-laws will be
available through the Town’s website, www.thebluemountains.ca.

Virtual Town Hall Meetings

Any member of the public wishing to speak at a Virtual Town Hall
Meeting are encouraged to pre-register early, and no later than one
business day in advance of the Meeting. Contact the Town Clerk to
pre-register 519-599-3131 232

Notice of Construction Activity
RE: Thornbury Village Cidery Sanitary Service
Installation

Construction work to provide sanitary servicing to the Thornbury
Village Cidery will begin January 11, 2021
This is to advise residents of upcoming construction work
to provide sanitary servicing to the Thornbury Village Cidery.
Construction will start on January 11, 2021 and is expected to be
completed by February 12, 2021.
Residents are advised that normal construction activity will be
occurring on the site, including but not limited to construction
equipment, dump trucks, and site crews. Noise from construction
activities will be in accordance with the Town Noise By-law 2002-9.
Should there be planned service interruptions to nearby
properties, advance and detailed notice will be provided. In addition,
in the event that road or lane closures are require, notice will also be
provided. The sewer construction will temporarily interfere with the
use of the Georgian Trail where it crosses through the public park
area near McAuley and Huron Streets. For this stretch of trail, the
contractor will place Construction Ahead signs along the trail east
and west of the work area.
The trail will remain open at all times and a dedicated flag person
will be on site during construction to safely escort trail users past the
construction area. At the end of each workday, the contractor will
reinstate any portion of disturbed trail area for after hours use.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation for any inconvenience
that the temporary construction activities or service interruptions
may result in.
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Bring Your Gym Home
Custom
Home Gyms
Consult
Design
Deliver
Premium
Fitness
Equipment

The Echelon Experience: Live Studio
fitness from the Comfort of Home

30 years fitness industry experience

Sales Agent for

Cheryl@MitchFitsales.ca
519-215-1246

TREADMILLS • ELLIPTICALS • BIKES • ROWERS • STRENGTH
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Town of The Blue
Mountains to Receive
$385,000

The Ontario government
has provided $510 million to
municipalities and Indigenous
community partners through
the Social Services Relief Fund
On December 16th, the
About the Safe Restart Funding to help protect the health and
Province of Ontario announced
The federal-provincial Safe safety of vulnerable people
that the The Blue Mountains Restart Agreement is an historic during COVID-19.
will
receive
$385,000
in partnership that secured up to
The province has made
emergency operating funds as $4 billion in emergency funding an
additional
three-year,
part of the second phase of the for Ontario’s municipalities to $45-billion commitment to help
Federal-Provincial Safe Restart help them on the road to a safe communities recover as part of
Agreement. In addition, the recovery. Of the $695 million Ontario’s Action Plan: Protect,
Town will receive $99,000 to help announced last week, $299 Support, Recover. This includes
cover 2021 operational funding. million is being allocated across critical investments in health
“I would like to thank the all 444 municipalities to help
Province for its continued provide more financial relief,
support.” stated Mayor Alar as 2021 operating budgets are
Soever. “This funding is critical finalized.
to the Town to cover costs
associated with COVID-19,” Since Quick Facts
The federal-provincial Safe
the start of the pandemic, the
Restart
Agreement is an historic
Town of The Blue Mountains
has implemented a variety of partnership that secured up to
Monday January 18, 2021 at
measures to ensure community $4 billion in emergency funding
for Ontario’s municipalities to
7:00 p.m.
safety and to support local
help them on the road to a safe
New
members
welcome!
businesses
through
these recovery.
difficult times. This funding
In August, an initial investment
Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
will go a long way towards of $1.6 billion was provided
the meeting will be held
mitigating the costs we have so every Ontario municipality
virtually.
had, and continue to have, to could address their operating
Please contact Liz Saunders
keep our community safe. Last pressures,
support
transit
at 519-377-5750 to obtain the
but not least, I want to thank our systems and help vulnerable
meeting link.
finance staff, who have worked people.
so diligently to manage and
document our costs throughout
the pandemic, so that we were
able to successfully apply for and
receive this funding.”

and other initiatives, to ensure
Ontario is more resilient in the
future.
Ontario is also supporting
municipalities in finding budget
savings and efficiencies through
the Audit and Accountability
Fund
and
Municipal
Modernization
Program
-supporting municipalities with
third-party audits and service
reviews. Municipalities have
already received $215 million
through these programs.

Beaver Valley
Agricultural Society
Annual General
Meeting

May your holidays be full of love, peace,
health and happiness - and may it continue
into the coming year.
Merry Christmas

TerryDowdallmp.ca

1-866-435-1809

Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca
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Giving the Gift of Blue

To help support local businesses this holiday season, the Town
of The Blue Mountains launched the Give the Gift of Blue shop
local campaign. The campaign encourages residents to shop at
their favourite local businesses and enter the contest for a chance
to win a weekly prize package valued at $250 and the grand prize
package valued at $2500. A listing of local businesses can be found
on exploreblue.ca website. With marketing and advertising targeted
to the local area, the campaign is a coordinated partnership between
the Blue Mountain Village Association, Thornbury BIA, Clarksburg
Village Association, Grey County, South Georgian Bay Tourism, and
the Blue Mountains Chamber of Commerce.
The Town of the Blue Mountains would like to congratulate the
week one $250 prize package winner, Nean from Kimberly, and the
week two $250 prize package winner, Bonnie from Thornbury. There
are still three weekly $250 prizes and the $2500 grand prize out there,
so please shop local and enter for your chance to win.
“Understanding the impacts of COVID-19, it is so important that
we support our local businesses and shop local this holiday season,”
explained Mayor Alar Soever. “The shop local contest has been
a great success so far with over 580 entries in the first two weeks.
This campaign is a great example of how we can all contribute to
supporting our local businesses by shopping local either in person
or online this holiday season.”
To learn more about the Give the Gift of Blue campaign and to
enter for your chance to win, visit: www.exploreblue.ca/shop-local

Sign up for the Weekly E-Newsletter of The Review at
www.visitblue.ca
or receive by Canada Post - 25 issues / $50
info@visitblue.ca or call 519-599-3345
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The Blue Mountains
Video Holiday Experience
Enjoy a virtual holiday video experience of
The Blue Mountains from the comfort of your home!
Launching on Saturday, December 19, the video
will feature warm holiday greetings, ministerial
services, performances from local musicians and
ministerial choirs, and other special guests.

www.exploreblue.ca/holiday
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