The Town of The Blue Mountains is in the process of developing a Leisure Activities Plan that will
help to anticipate and plan for the growing and changing recreational activity needs and desires
within the community. When complete, the updated plan will identify and prioritize community
wants and needs and recommend a sound and realistic course of action to deliver recreation
facilities, programs, and services to our residents.

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL NEWSLETTER
www.bluemountainsreview.ca
www.visitblue.ca

The study will identify opportunities for recreation and increasing the general well-being and
quality of life for residents. As well it will examine the need for a multi-use recreation facility.
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Medical Officer of Health
Open Letter to Parents and Guardians
of School-Aged Children

Leisure Activities Plan Steering Committee Members required
Share your feedback and help shape the future of recreation for The Blue Mountains.

To take the survey or to keep informed about the Leisure Activities Plan project including details
about upcoming focus groups and stakeholder interviews, please visit the project page on the
Town website at the link below.

Dear Parents/Guardians:
As the Medical Officer of Health for Grey Bruce, I want to
thank you for the great efforts you have invested in keeping
your family and our community safe over the past few months.
I want to support you and your family as you consider
the decision to send your child or children back to school in
September. Our children need to interact with their friends,
learn collectively, and return to a predictable and stable
learning environment. Returning to school is vital for their
education and is indispensable for their overall wellbeing.
This year we are thinking not just about school supplies and
arranging back to school care for our youngsters but also
about their health and safety.
We have a relatively exceptional situation in Grey and
Bruce. We achieved high level of prevention of transmission
and optimal control over the outbreak in April, and we have
continued to maintain this control during the reopening
stages. This control is directly related to the collective effort
from all of us. By “us,” I mean the community-at-large, public
health, local municipal leaders, local provincial and federal
leaders, the provincial government, professional journalism,
first responders, non-government organizations and many
other stakeholders. This relatively positive situation will allow
us to provide our children with the safe school reopening they
continued on page 2
deserve.

The Town of The Blue Mountains is seeking applications, in
www.thebluemountains.ca/leisure-activities-plan.cfm
the
form of letters of interest, from members of the public for
appointment to the Leisure Activities Plan Steering Committee.
The committee appointment runs from September 5, 2020
until December 31, 2020 and will be composed of:
1 Member of Council & 6 Members of the public, preferably
equally split between property owners that do not primarily
reside in The Blue Mountains and residents that primarily
reside in The Blue Mountains.
Meetings will be held monthly or as agreed to by the
Steering Committee and Consultant/Project Management
Team as determined by the project requirements. Applicants
are encouraged to include background information and any
special qualifications or interest related to the Committee.
All Applications should be submitted no later than Friday,
September 4, 2020 1:00 pm to:
Town of The Blue Mountains
Staggered School Entry to Begin 2020-21
Attention: Town Clerk, Box 310, 32 Mill Street
The Ministry of Education has provided Ontario school
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
boards
with the option of offering a staggered entry. In
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca further details on page 6
Bluewater District School Board, we will be utilizing this
opportunity by staggering our entry to help ensure a smooth
transition for students and staff as our schools reopen after
The Marsh Street Centre is a Performing Arts and Community
several months of closure.
Centre in Clarksburg that is packed with community, music, art,
The following chart outlines the days that students will be
dancing, yoga and much, much more.
attending school during the week of September 8, 2020. For
We are a charitable, not-for-profit organization that is community
example, the first day of school for JK/SK and Grade 9 students
focused and community run. All of our volunteer board members
will be September 8, Primary and Grade 10 students will begin
get directly involved in keeping us running smoothly.
on September 9, and so on.
We are a busy board! Our AGM is coming up and we are looking
Remote learning will commence on Friday, September 11,
for a few newmembers to nominate. Could this be you? We are
2020 for families who have selected this option.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CHALLENGE?

looking for enthusiastic achievers who have some time to add
to our community – and have a lot of fun doing so. We welcome
diverse candidates for all roles. If you are energetic, possess strong
problem-solving and communication skills and have the ability to
work effectively in a team setting,
We would love to hear from you!
Please email your CV to: Steve Gorton, President,
marshstreetpres@gmail.com
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Grey Transit
Route set
to launch
September 14

Continued from page 1

The Grey Transportation Route (GTR) will begin operating
their new transit service starting on September 14. Grey
County has received $1,850,000 under the Ontario Community
Transportation Program. Funding will support the following
local and intercommunity transportation projects.
The service will be free from September 14 to October 31.
All schedule details can be found at grey.ca/gtr
Route 1, September 14, Hwy 10
Owen Sound - Orangeville, Monday to Friday.
Route 2, September 23, Hwy 26
Owen Sound - The Blue Mountains, Wednesday to Sunday.
Route 3, September 29, Hwy 6
Owen Sound - Wiarton, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Route 4, October 5, Grey Road 4
Flesherton - Walkerton, Monday and Friday.
Grey County has contracted local transportation company
Driverseat Owen Sound to provide 10 passenger vehicles
for the GTR service. Driverseat staff have been operating
safely throughout the pandemic with safety and sanitizing
procedures in place for the protection of staff and customers.
For customer convenience, Driverseat vehicles will be
equipped to handle electronic fare payment.
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available by calling 519-599-3345 or www.visitblue.ca
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As our community reopens, I have no doubt we will see more
cases of COVID-19. With a pandemic, the spread of the virus will
not stop until a herd immunity (70% of the population immune)
is reached, preferably through a vaccine. Until then, the goal
is to implement strategies to ensure a balanced approach
of mitigating the risk of virus transmission and providing
our kids with the appropriate level of social and educational
experience, and well-being. We want parents to have all the
information they need to feel confident in their decision on
whether to send their kids back to school, and reassured that
children and teachers are safe in their classrooms. The decision
to send your child or children back to school is personal and
might be different for every family.
As families consider making decisions about sending their
kids to school, it is essential to remember that we have a
relatively favourable situation in Grey and Bruce. Most children
infected with COVID get a very mild illness and recover without
much help. Some medical conditions, such as lung diseases,
autoimmune disorders, cancer or diabetes, among others, can
make them prone to severe illness and complications if they
get COVID-19. As your Medical Officer of Health, I encourage
you to talk to your child’s health care provider about conditions
that might put your child at risk. Remember, in making this
decision that for most kids, the benefits of being in school
outweigh the risks.
Furthermore, although sending your child to school may
increase the risk of getting COVID-19, keeping your child at
home does not reduce the risk to zero. There will always be
potential transmission within the family bubble. Additionally,
keeping a child at home may impact their social, mental and
developmental wellbeing. There is no one right decision for all
kids and families - only what is right for your child and your
family.
Regarding your family, while your child returns to school:
Again, most people will recover without help if they get
COVID-19. The people at risk for severe outcomes are those over
70 or have chronic diseases like diabetes, high blood pressure,
heart disease or cancer, among others. These people (including
you) may need extra protection if you are living together in the
same household. Should there be a medically fragile person in
your home, you will need to consider the risk to that person
against the important benefits of sending your child to school.
There is no perfect answer - make a decision that feels right to
you at the time, as there will be an opportunity to adjust and
adapt as the local circumstances around COVID-19 changes.
Work with your family to create a family isolation plan to
keep symptomatic family members away from the vulnerable
person(s). This intentional step to reduce the exposure of
vulnerable people in your household to other social networks
will lower the risk of disease transmission.
As we move forward, the partnership between Grey Bruce
Public Health and your local school community will be secure,
and we continue to work together to help your children learn
safely.
For More Information: Dr. Ian Arra
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer
To arrange to speak with Dr. Arra, please contact
Drew Ferguson at:
519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1269 or
d.ferguson@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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Update on Roundabout for
Grey Road 19 and Grey Rd 21

The County of Grey has taken the lead on the redesign of the
Grey Road 19 / Grey Road 21 intersection. The intersection is
jointly owned by the County of Grey and the County of Simcoe.
With increased development in the Craigleith Area, the
existing signalized Grey Road 19 / Grey Road 21 intersection
is being planned to be upgraded to a roundabout similar in
size and style as the existing roundabout at Grey Road 19 and
Scenic Caves Road.
The intersection is still in the design phase reaching the
benchmark 60% design completion earlier this year. The
60% design includes locating the roundabout north-west The Block was dedicated to the Town for a Landscape Buffer
of the current centre-point of the intersection to better including the retention of some existing vegetation, installation
accommodate the existing constraints in the area. Figure 1 and of a new 3.0 metre wide multi-use trail, and installation of new
Table 1 below provides a side by side comparison of the original landscaping.
Commitments through an existing agreement between
land dedications received to date and the proposed land
Windfall
and the County include details on the future trail
dedications required to accommodate the new recommended
connection
and landscape enhancements
can be included
Committee
the Whole the current
August that
25, 2020
roundabout design. Without
the landofdedications
on
the
Windfall
lands
and
County
roundabout
lands.
PDS.20.75
Page 2 of 7 The future
roundabout design would not
be possible.
trail
location
is
included
in
the
60%
design.
The lands required by the County of Grey from the Town
Supplemental plantings will be encouraged on the County
C. Background
of The Blue Mountains include
two Town Owned Blocks:
lands
between the trail and Windfall lands. The Town is seeking
1. Block 53 of Plan 16M-42 was originally dedicated to the
to
ensure
a smooth
transition
between
the Town
Owned Lands
County
of Grey
has 1
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the lead on the redesign
of the Grey
Road 19
/ Grey Road
21
Town from Windfall as part The
of the
Windfall
Phase
Subdivision
(remainder
of
Block
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the
County
Roundabout
registration in April 2014. The
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dedicated
to the
Town owned by the County of Grey and the County of Simcoe. Lands and
intersection.
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is jointly
for a future Community Gateway / Entry Feature intended to the Windfall Mountain House Lands.
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and
to be in on-going
Withofincreased
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existingPlanning
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provide lands for a future sense
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discussions
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/
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Road
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travelling from Collingwood
to21
The
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and
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to 19 and Scenic Caves Road. The intersection is still in
Thedesign
design
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withthis
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the Grey Road 19 / Grey Road
intersection
may be
the21
design
phase reaching
therequired
benchmark 60%
completion
earlier
year.
The 60%
the
required
relocation
and
redesign
of
the
current Mountain
in the future pending future
traffic
counts
and the
analysis.
The north-west of the current centre-point of the
design
includes
locating
roundabout
Road
Water
Booster
Pumping
Station.
At
this
County of Grey at the same
time received
a 5.2
metre road
intersection
to better
accommodate
the existing constraints in the area. The result of this time, it does not
that sufficient lands are currently owned by the Town
widening along the entire recommended
length of Grey
Road requires
19 and additional
Grey appear
location
land dedications from the Town and from Windfall
to
relocate
the pumping station.
Road 21 on the original Windfall
holdings
future road
beyondland
those
originallyfor
anticipated
in the land dedications provided as part of the first phase of
As
a
result,
Town staff will need to advance the search for lands
and intersection improvements.
Provisions
were also
the Windfall
development
in included
2014. Figure 1 and Table 1 below provides a side by side
to
accommodate
the relocated Mountain Road Water Booster
in the Subdivision Agreement
and Site
Plan
Agreements
for
comparison
of the
original
land dedications
receivedStation
to date in
and
thenear
proposed
Pumping
the
future.land
It isdedications
imperative that a new
future land transfers from Windfall
to accommodate
the County ifthe
they
were
required to
new
recommended
roundabout
design.
Without
the
land
pumping
station
be
constructed
and
commissioned
in a new
required.
dedications the current roundabout design
would not
bethe
possible.
location
and
existing
pumping
station
decommissioned
With the intersection being designed as a roundabout, staff
level discussions have led Figure
to the1:entry feature being moved and dismantled, all prior to the construction and completion
to the centre of the roundabout, with the roundabout itself of the roundabout.
being the point of arrival Current Land Ownership
Proposed Land Dedications
into The Blue Mountains.
Lands adjacent to a
roundabout are no longer
ideal for a Gateway/Entry
feature due to the need
for drivers to remain
focused while in the
roundabout. Preliminary
discussions with the
County of Grey support
the idea of creating the
Gateway/Entry
feature
within the centre of the
Roundabout.
2. Block 52 of Plan
16M-42 was originally
dedicated to the Town as
part of the Windfall Phase
1 subdivision registration.
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Ontario Adding 200 New Provincial Police Officers

Ontario Expands Indoor Capacity for Meeting and
Event Facilities

The Ontario government is safely reopening more of the
economy by easing restrictions for facilities that rent out
professional meeting and event spaces. Beginning August
21, 2020, facilities can have up to 50 guests for each indoor
meeting room or event space within the facility. The facility
would have to adhere to a plan approved by the Office of the
Chief Medical Officer of Health.

The Ontario government announced the hiring of an
additional 200 Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) officers. These
new recruits will provide OPP frontline officers with the
additional resources they need to better protect communities,
while safeguarding their mental health and well-being.

Ontario Supporting Agricultural and Rural Fall Fairs
and Exhibitions

The Ontario government is expanding eligibilty for
agriculture societies to apply for funding to help offset the
financial losses due to the cancellation of fall fairs, exhibitions
and activities during the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic. For
this year only, nearly $1 million will be made available to all
Ontario Taking Steps to Improve Service Delivery at qualifying agricultural and horticultural societies to help
ensure operations. In previous years, organizations could only
Provincial Agencies
The Ontario government is reviewing how provincial qualify for provincial funding if they operated fall fairs.
agencies deliver services with a focus on improving
the customer experience, adopting service innovation, Ontario Resumes Infant Hearing Checks
The Ontario government is providing $3.8 million to support
offering more services virtually and online, and eliminating
hearing
checks for infants who did not receive the universal
redundancies. The evaluation will build on the advancements
newborn
hearing screen due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Over
in digital service delivery made during the pandemic.
the
past
several
months, Infant Hearing Program lead agencies
Details of the Enhanced Agency Evaluation were
suspended
the
newborn
hearing screen commonly provided
announced by Peter Bethlenfalvy, President of the Treasury
pre-discharge
from
hospitals
and in community locations
Board.
based
on
the
advice
of
health
officials.
“The COVID-19 pandemic is teaching us a valuable
As the province re-opens, Infant Hearing Program lead
lesson. The people of Ontario deserve more services at their
agencies
are now starting to safely resume in-person services.
fingertips, accessible from home or on their personal devices,”
Understanding
how vital the Infant Hearing Program is to the
said Bethlenfalvy. “As the minister responsible for overseeing
development
and
wellness of infants, this additional investment
government accountability and modernization, including
will
increase
audiology
capacity by hiring audiologists and
digital transformation, I’m pleased to be leading the effort to
increasing
referrals
for
hearing
checks. Newborns who did not
improve government services so they are responsive to the
receive
a
newborn
hearing
screen
can now do so.
dynamic needs of the people who rely on them every day.”
The Enhanced Agency Evaluation builds on the
recommendations of the 2019 Agency Review Task Force, Connectivity
It is unacceptable to this government that not everyone in
which addressed inefficiencies while making better use of
Ontario
has access to the broadband or cellular connections
limited resources. Many of the Agency Review Task Force
they
need.
In fact, as much as 12% of our population lives in
recommendations have already begun improving service
communities
– mostly rural, remote or northern areas – that
delivery, including:
are
unserved
or
underserved. We need to do better.
Agricorp, a provincial agricultural agency, is developing a
That’s
why
we
are introducing Ontario’s first-ever broadband
new self-serve system that will allow farm owners to register
and
cellular
action
plan. It outlines why fast and reliable
their business and pay fees all through one convenient website.
connectivity
is
critical
to delivering on our commitment
The Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory
to
make
Ontario
open
for business and jobs. Connected
Committee is implementing online applications that will
communities
attract
significant
and lasting investments,
improve the user experience for candidates and help fill
which
boost
the
local
and
provincial
economy, improving the
vacancies faster.
quality
of
life
for
all
Ontarians.
We
believe
government can
The Workplace Safety and Insurance Appeals Tribunal
be
the
catalyst
for
getting
reliable,
affordable
broadband and
now uses online filing for applications, saving Ontarians, and
cellular
service
across
the
province.
We
will
bring together
the agency, time.
private-sector
telecommunications
partners
and
other levels
The Ontario Labour Relations Board now delivers video
of
government
to
find
solutions
that
work.
conferencing options so Ontarians can appear at hearings
remotely.
“As Ontario safely and gradually reopens, the government
is evaluating all public sector services to ensure they are
customer focused, innovative and as efficient as possible,” said
Bethlenfalvy. “The Enhanced Agency Evaluation is part of a
broader effort to modernize government operations and build
a smarter government that works for you.”
The Enhanced Agency Evaluation will be led by Minister
Bethlenfalvy. The work will be completed by Fall 2020, at which
time the government will report on results and potential next
steps.
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Installation of new Pickleball Courts
to be at Tomahawk

Thornbury, Town of The Blue Mountains (188 Peel Str

Letter to Council
March 4th, 2014, my partner, Rosemarie and I introduced
Pickleball to the Town of The Blue Mountains.
We appeared at council last September, representing the 4
Pickleball Groups that now play at the BVCC, to promote the
Bayview Park site and to express our gratitude to council and
staff for their support and encouragement received over these
past 6 years.
Excitement certainly peaked last year with the budget
approval for the construction of the much needed outdoor
facility. It was most unfortunate that the project was delayed
last year especially with what has transpired since.
We do know that construction was delayed due to public
The County has received a plan of subdivision application
complaints and disapproval. Although, I believe they are known as Richpark Homes (County file number 42T-2020-04)
unfounded, and still believe that Bayview Park would be the that proposes to create a single block subdivision in order to
optimum site for these courts for the many reasons pointed utilize Part Lot Control provisions under the Planning Act to
out in our presentation of last September. However, the last implement a site plan that has been approved by the Town of
thing the Pickleball Community wants or needs is to upset the The Blue Mountains. The approved site plan created a total of
2 single detached dwellings and 22 semi-detached dwellings.
neighbours, or the non participating public.
SITE LOCATION: Lots 47 and 48, Southwest of King Street,
After much discussion with numerous players, we feel that
and
Lots 47 to 49, Northeast of Arthur Street, and Part of Minto
the relocation of the facility to the Tomahawk site would be
Street,
Townplot of Thornbury, Town of The Blue Mountains
most acceptable as it would fit well into the recreational theme
(188
Peel
Street N) www.bluthornbury.ca
at the Tomahawk Complex. We can only hope that proper
Connection
washroom facilities will eventually come to the
Tomahawk Details and Timing of the Public Meeting? – To b
Park with the increase in the number of participants
in the at a later date.
scheduled
different sports being played.
can an
I contribute my opinion?
Not only is pickleball a fun and social activity, itHow
supports
Anysignificant
person or agency may connect to the Public Meeting and/or make verbal or w
active lifestyle. We have witnessed a positive and
commentsover
regarding this proposal. If you wish to make verbal comments at the pu
difference in the health and well being of our members
please
pre-register
with Town staff by emailing:
the past 6 years.
We thank you again for your attention and cooperation with
this matter.
How do I submit comments?
Harry Stevens and Rosemarie Wickens
Submit written comments or sign-up to be notified of a decision by emailing, mailin
Blue Mountain Pickleball
contacting:
Randy Scherzer (Grey County Planner)

Travis Sandberg (Tow

County of Grey Planning Department
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 3E3

Town of The Blue Mou
P.O. Box 310 – 32 Mill
Thornbury, ON, N0H 2

22 Louisa St.E., Thornbury
Summer Hours
519-519-372-0219 ext. 1237
Mon. - Fri. 10am -5pm

519-599-3344

519-599-3131

Printing,
Banners, Flyers,
Brochures,
Town
of TheSignage,
Blue Mountains
Zoning
By-law Amendment File # P2888 &
Postcards,
Posters,
Labels,
Book
Binding,
Grey County Plan of Subdivision File # 42T-2020-04
Laminating, Fax, Copies, Wide Format, Scans
NEW LOCATION

www.riversidepress.ca

&

www.visitblue.ca
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The goal of the Leisure Activities Plan (LAP) project is to
anticipate and plan for the growing and changing recreational
activity needs and desires within the community. When complete,
the updated plan will identify and prioritize community wants and
desires and recommend a sound and realistic course of action to
deliver recreation facilities, programs, and services to our residents.
The study will identify opportunities for recreation, and examine the
need for a multi-use recreation facility.
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR STEERING COMMITTEE
1. PURPOSE
The Leisure Activities Plan Steering Committee (Steering
Committee) has been established to advise Council,
Administration and Consultant/Project Management Team on
specific matters as they pertain to the preparation and delivery
of the 2020 Leisure Activities Plan update. The overall purpose of
the Steering Committee is to ensure that the stakeholders in the
community along with members of Town of The Blue Mountains
Council have their interests represented during the tenure of the
consulting engagement, and that by playing this key role the
community will have a strong sense of ownership and support
the development of the plan recommendations. In this way the
Steering Committee will help to ensure that future action within
the plan is appropriate to the community, and of the highest
possible quality.

• One Member of The Blue Mountains Council
• Six Members of the public, preferably equally split between
property owners that do not primarily reside in The Blue
Mountains and residents that primarily reside in The Blue
Mountains The total number of steering committee members
will be seven. No compensation shall be provided to members of
the Steering Committee for their participation. Remuneration for
Council shall be in accordance with Town of The Blue Mountains
Council Remuneration Policies. At the first meeting of the Steering
Committee the members will elect from the membership a
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.
5. SELECTION OF MEMBERSHIP
Selection criteria shall include:
• Willingness and ability to commit to the necessary timeline
• Commitment and interest in the future of Leisure Activities
in the study area, with said interest informed by a balanced
neighbourhood, Community and County perspective
• Skills and experience related to previous work with
community-based and/or planning projects
• A reasonable assurance that the selected member does not
have a pecuniary interest as related to the future development
and use of the property

6. APPOINTMENT
Members at Large shall be appointed by 3 Senior Management
members of Town Staff and the term of appointment shall be
2. ROLE OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE
The Steering Committee has been designed to provide for the duration of the project commencing July 31, 2020 until
neighbourhood and community stakeholders an opportunity to November 30th, 2020, or as otherwise determined through an
have their interests represented during the course of the study extension of the project timeline.
in a focused and multi-interest group structure. The Committee
7. MEETINGS
will share opinions and perspectives
andinoffer
collective
Recreation
the Town
of Theadvice
Blue Mountains really needs
!
Meetings shall be held monthly or as agreed to by the Steering
to the Consultant/Project Management Team. The Committee’s
and Consultant/Project Management Team as
you help a
fill inCommittee
the blank?
input, along with broad public consultation, willCanenable
planning process that is open, transparent and meaningful to determined by the project requirements. A written summary of
Theflow
Townfrom
of The the
Blue Mountains
in the process ofdiscussion
developing aand
Leisure
Activities Plan
thateach
will meeting will be prepared
comments
from
the community. Input will
Steering isCommittee
help
to
anticipate
and
plan
for
the
growing
and
changing
recreational
activity
needs
and
desires
to the Consultant/Projectwithin
Management
Team throughout the by staff in cooperation with the Consultant/Project Management
the community. When complete, the updated plan will identify and prioritize community
Teamcourse
and ofwith
assistance
planning process in the form
of information
feedback
which
wants
and needs andand
recommend
a sound
and realistic
action the
to deliver
recreationof the Steering Committee.
Meeting
facilities, programs,
and services
to ourminutes
residents. will describe highlights of the meeting, areas
will be used by the Consultant/ Project Management
Team
throughout the project. Additionally, the Steering Committee of agreement, disagreement or decision, and recommendations
The study will identify opportunities for recreation and increasing the general well-being and
minutesfacility.
will be circulated to the Steering
will provide input to the Consultant/Project
Management
quality of life for residents.
As well it willTeam
examineor
theoptions.
need for aMeeting
multi-use recreation
Committee and Consultant/Project Management Team within 1
on community engagement and communication activities.
week of the meeting and made available on the Town website.
3. DUTIES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE
Share Your Feedback - Public Survey Now Available
• Meet on a monthly basis (or as required) with the Consultant/ 8. DECISION MAKING WITHIN THE STEERING COMMITTEE
Decisions about recommendations to the Consultant/Project
Project Management Team
• Meet with the Consultant/Project Management Team to Management Team will be made by consensus.
review the results of the public consultation exercises and key
9. QUORUM
project reports and findings
Quorum for the Steering Committee, per the standards of the
• Advise Consultant/Project Management Team and consultant
on the public participation program in order to stimulate focused Municipal Act, 2001, is 3 voting members, which must include at
least one (1) Council representative, regardless of the number of
community and stakeholder input
• Review staff and consultant reports and formulate responses members in attendance. The Council representative appointed to
the Steering Committee count towards quorum. The Mayor as exand recommendations
• Be subject to the Town of The Blue Mountains policiesincluding officio does not count towards quorum. However, the Mayor as
ex-officio does have the right to vote and make motions.
Code of Conduct, Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest
• Recognize that some of the information shared in the course
of the project may be sensitive, and when used outside of the 10. RESOURCES
The Town of The Blue Mountains will provide staff resources to
project team may jeopardize the integrity of the project’s results
Share your feedback and help shape the futurethe
of recreation
The Blue Mountains.
SteeringforCommittee
including coordinating and arranging
meetings,
agendas,
note
taking (summary and action items),
4. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP,
COMPENSATION
AND
To take the survey or to keep informed about the Leisure Activities Plan project including details
STRUCTURE
distribution
of
materials,
and
about upcoming focus groups and stakeholder interviews, please visit the project page onother
the administrative functions in
Membership shall consist of the following:
with the Consultant/Project Management Team.
Town website at thecooperation
link below.

www.thebluemountains.ca/leisure-activities-plan.cfm
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Rural Access to
Broadband Internet
Technology (RABIT)
Task Force

Members: Deputy Mayor
Rob Potter, Councillor Rob
Sampson and Mayor Alar
Soever.
The Town has been provided
an opportunity to support
an application being made
by Bruce Street Technologies
for the first intake of the
Improving
Connectivity
for Ontario (ICON) Grant.
In order to complete the
application, Bruce Street
Technologies requires a Letter
of Support outlining Council’s
endorsement
The Task Force created
a focused forum for this
opportunity to be brought
forward to and has quickly
reacted to the request from
Bruce Street Technologies.
Projects supported by
the Improving Connectivity
for Ontario (ICON) Program
will achieve the following
objectives:
• Increase
the
number
of
households
and/or
businesses connected to
broadband and cellular
services in areas of need,
according to the Provincial
Broadband map
• Provide
broadband
connectivity speeds of
50/10 or greater for end
users
• Provide cellular access at the
latest generally deployed
mobile wireless technology
(currently LTE)

• Build scalable infrastructure
for future needs of users.
The focus of this ICON
grant submission is primarily
focused on the supply of
High-Speed
Broadband
Internet in the rural area
of the Town between Grey
Road 13 and Grey Road 2 and
Grey Road 40 and Grey Road
119. This area is considered a
Phase 1 of potential projects
within the Town.
Bruce Street Technologies
will be the Lead Applicant for
this application.
Stage 1
Applications
submitted
under the ICON program
will be assessed against the
following pass/fail criteria:
• The project is located in an
area of need;
• At least one applicant on a
proposal has a minimum of
three years of experience
building,
owning,
servicing and/or operating
broadband
or
cellular
infrastructure;
• The technology meets
specified speed and/or
capacity targets;
• The percentage of provincial
support required does not
exceed 25% of total eligible
project costs; and
• There is local support for
improving connectivity in
the project area.
Stage 2
The second stage of the
application
process
will
evaluate applications based
on:
• The ability to provide
cost-effective
access
to
households
and/or

•
•
•

•
•

businesses
relative
to
the total amount of ICON
funding requested;
Effectively leveraging other
sources of public sector
funding, if required;
The overall project cost in
relation to technologies
and operational planning;
How the project design
meets community needs
and accounts for unique
community characteristics;
Affordability to end users
in relation to nearest large
urban centre; and
Other strategic considerations of the ICON program.

Additional Opportunity
with Agricultural
Community
In
addition
to
the
opportunity
to
provide
Broadband
Internet,
discussions
with
Bruce
Street Technologies has also
brought forward the potential
for enhancing irrigation for
agricultural lands within the
Town.
This opportunity considers
the ability to pump water
from the Beaver River near
the Grey Road 13 and 21st
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Sideroad area during seasonal
highwater times to fill existing
and future irrigation ponds.
At this stage, the Town’s
involvement in both projects
is to consider the viability
of these projects and assist
with coordinating with the
appropriate Ministries and
Agencies on required permits
and approvals.
The Town’s Agricultural
Advisory Committee has not
been involved at this point
as discussions with potential
partners has been limited and
the timing of this request and
the deadline for the 1st Intake
application submissions as not
provided an appropriate time
to meet with the Agricultural
Advisory
Committee.
However, this opportunity
will be included in a future
agenda of the Agricultural
Advisory Committee pending
the outcome of this report.

ART STUDIO
CLASSES

WITH JUDY SHIELD
CALL FOR INFO

519-599-3817

Town of The Blue
Mountains to
Receive $493,500

Grey Highlands $335,000
Hanover $222,200
Meaford $352,600
Owen Sound $622,000
Southgate $195,300
West Grey $359,700

Phase 2 of funding will be
for those municipalities that
can demonstrate that the
2020 COVID19 operating
costs and pressures exceed
their Phase 1 per household
allocation. To be considered
for the Phase 2 funding, a
report needs to be submitted
outlining
the
COVID-19
operating costs and pressures
in a template to be provided
by the Ministry by October 30,
2020. The reporting for Phase
2 will require the following:
• Information and measures
the municipality has
undertaken to reduce
financial pressures (i.e.
used
reserves,
cost
savings measures)
• Explanation of how the
municipality applied or
plans to spend Phase 1
funding
• A year-end forecast of
COVID-19 operating costs
and pressures
• Actual COVID-19 related
impacts as of the end of
Q3 (September 30, 2020)
• Treasurer’s
statement
as to the accuracy of
reporting
• Resolution of Council
seeking additional funding
Municipalities who are
approved to receive funding

Ontario secured up to
$4 billion in emergency
assistance for municipalities Muncipalities receiving
through the Safe Restart funding in SImcoe-Grey
Agreement, which gives Adjala-Tosorontio $248,300
them the support and Clearview $382,100
flexibility they need to Collingwood $754,000
protect the health and well- New Tecumseth $942,700
being of their communities, Simcoe County $9,064,800
while continuing to deliver Blue Mountains $493,500
critical public services as the Township of Essa, $492,600
province continues on the Wasaga Beach $806,600
path of renewal, growth and
economic recovery.
In addition to the support
In September, Ontario’s for
municipalities,
the
444
municipalities
will government is providing over
receive $695 million in Phase $660 million in the first phase
1 funding for municipal of transit funding to the 110
operating pressures.
municipalities with transit
This funding will be systems. The funding can be
allocated on a per household used to provide immediate
basis and would be shared relief from transit pressures,
50/50 between upper- and such as lower ridership, as
lower-tier municipalities.
well as for new costs due to
Up to $695 million in COVID-19, such as enhanced
additional funding will be cleaning and masks for staff. In
available through Phase 2 the second phase, additional
for municipalities that have allocations will be provided
COVID-related
financial based on expenses incurred
impacts that exceed the initial to ensure the funding meets
per household allocation the needs of municipalities.
provided under Phase 1.
As part of the Safe Restart
Municipalities
receiving Agreement with the federal
funding in Grey County:
government, up to $2 billion
Chatsworth $189,500
is being provided to support
Georgian Bluffs $318,000
public transit
in Ontario.
Josh Dolan BM Review 2020.qxp_JOSH REVIEW
AD 2019-12-30
10:48 AM Page 1
Grey County $3,088,500
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under Phase 2 will be
informed by the end of the
calendar year and can expect
to receive a payment in early
2021.
Staff report FAF.20.100,
entitled “2020 Year End
Variance Analysis” identified a
potential short fall of $699,025
throughout 2020 due to
COVID-19. The $493,500
will assist with the shortfall
due to COVid-19 operating
costs and pressures. Staff
will be providing Council
with an updated report at
the September 22, 2020
Committee of the Whole.
This will assist in Council’s
decision for a Phase 2 funding
application.

