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Call Of The Waves

by Rosemary Gosselin, Turner Kinal photographer
Behind the Scenes: “We’ve been scooped by The New York Times!” I told
The Review after being alerted to a March Ist article on surfing in the
Bay. Not to be upstaged, publisher Linda Wykes said, “Okay. Then we’ll
put our story on the front
page.” Looks like the sport
is crossing borders and
becoming infectious!

“Respect is Key to
Safety”, Says Local
Surfer”

“CRA-ZEE!” I thought,
when I heard my grandson, Turner Kinal, was
surfing in Nottawasaga
Bay. Knowing next-tozilch about the sport, I
asked Turner to help me get on his wavelength.
Born by the Bay, he’s grown up knowing her moods and vagaries,
I asked how our waters here compare to the mighty Atlantic. He’d
been surfing there while studying at Dalhousie, and his photos
knocked my socks off.
“It’s a different beast altogether. The waves here are smaller, less
powerful, and disorganized a lot of the time. It feels like every
second another wave rolls in and sends shivers down your spine,
with ice floes coming in unpredictably and shallow rocks to dodge.
The people who get out on these lakes show a real love for the sport
and make every second worth it.”
As for the main challenges to surfing here, Turner responds: “ With
the lack of infrastructure, the largest barrier is learning to surf. There
are a couple of great surf shops around which make it easy to get
thick wetsuits and high-volume boards perfect for freshwater. But
the rest is up to you. The best way to do it is to find a friend or a group
out in the surf, start up a conversation (from six feet away of course),
and get as many tips as as you can.”
“ Is it safe?” asked the anxious granny.
“Safety precautions are one of the biggest problems on the lakes,,
with a lot of beginners who don’t understand the etiquette which

comes along with surfing, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic.
The biggest danger to surfers is other surfers, which is why developing
a kind, caring, and educational community here surrounding the
sport is so important as it grows in popularity. Know your skill level,
respect one another, and everyone will be safe and happy.”
I wondered how Turner knew when to go catch a wave?
“Unlike the big swells in the ocean, waves here are entirely reliant
on the winds and the storms which push themselves off the Bay and
up over the Escarpment. A solid wind pounding against the shore for
at least six hours in any direction is sure to cause a wave to appear
somewhere in the Bay.”
The water is our commons, free and accessible, but where are the
entry points for surfers?
“ The philosophy behind ‘surf and explore’ is to encourage people
to get outside and find their waves. There are a number of access
points all along the Bay which provide plenty of opportunity for those
willing to search for it. If you feel a strong wind, check the weather.
If that wind is going to stay, pack your things, call your friends, and
start your search for the freshwater experience of a lifetime!”
How I love the exuberance of youth, and the resilience.
To quote Jon Kabat-Zinn: “You can’t stop the waves, but you can
learn to surf.”
It’s a beautiful thing, to see our young men and women holding
nature in high regard, reading the wind and collaborating with the
waves and each other, in enthusiastic and caring fellowship.

More photographs at Instagram@surfandexplore

COVID-19 Vaccine For Those 80 Years Old and Older

The Grey Bruce Health Unit is receiving many calls from 80+ clients wanting to know
when and where they will get their COVID-19 vaccine and concerns they have not
been contacted by a primary care provider. The Health Unit is working with all primary
care providers in Grey Bruce to get dose counts and clinics organized.
Please do not call your healthcare provider or the Health Unit to book an
appointment.
There is still a limited vaccine supply. A number of different clinic models will roll
out in conjunction with primary care. These will be organized by the practitioners
with Public Health providing support with an immunizer and data entry.
Public Health will continue to work with practitioners to organize and support
clinics over the next week. They will use the hub model and other community sites
as practices identify needs for additional space. They anticipate fully opening larger
community-based clinics when the province “goes live” with the online scheduling on
March 15.
For those without a primary care provider, a 1-800 number will be available to
book whomever was not captured through the health care system. Please do not
call Health Unit to book an appointment.
Be reassured that all eligible persons will be reached through a variety of
communication channels. www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
MARCH 2021

Gardening Work Available for Students
4 to 7 weekdays & 9 to 4 on weekends.
Get valuable experience from a Master Gardener.
Transportation available. Free lunch on weekends.
$15 an hour to start. Contact John Hethrington
519-599-5846 or john@casacarole.com

Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, 22 Louisa St.
E., Thornbury. Your events, stories and photos of interest to our
community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for inclusion in
the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are available by
calling 519-599-3345 or www.visitblue.ca
E-NEWSLETTER - Use the subscribe form on our website to
receive the weekly E-newsletter.
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER - You can also signup to receive the
E- newsletter through Canada Post $50 for 25 issues
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE - Through our website link; email transfer to info@
visitblue.ca or by cheque to Riverside Press, Box 387, Thornbury,
ON N0H 2P0
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than
250 words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality
and civility. Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness,
relevance and diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted
acknowledge the author.

Seniors Centre Without Walls
Phone in to Join All Activities
1 866-279-1594, Code 852340#

Monday March 8; 11a.m. Check In & Chat
Tuesday March 9; 2p.m. Bingo
Wednesday March 10; 2p.m. Chair Exercise &
Stretching
Thursday March 11; 11a.m. Tax Benefits &
Credits - 1 Veronica Cheng & Pia Hoxell
Friday March 12; 11a.m. Tax Benefits & Credits 2
Veronica Cheng & Pia Hoxell
2p.m. Trivia - Ann
Monday March 15; 11a.m. Check In & Chat
Tuesday March 16; 11a.m. Bingo
2p.m. Nutrition & Dementia- Sandra Hong
Wednesday March 17; 11a.m. Ready For Gardening – John
2p.m. Chair Exercise & Stretching
Thursday March 18; 11a.m. Name That Tune – Joan
2p.m. V.O.N. Support Group
Friday March 19; 11a.m. Our Neighbours’ Adventures - Norine
Monday March 22; 11a.m. Check In & Chat
Tuesday March 23; 2p.m. Bingo
Wednesday March 24; 11a.m. Trivia – What’s In A Name? - Ann
2p.m. Chair Exercise & Stretching
Friday March 26; 11a.m. Your Pharmacist – Shannon Fry
Monday March 29; 11a.m. Check In & Chat
2p.m. Name That Tune - Joan
Tuesday, March 30; 2p.m. Bingo
Wednesday March 31; 11a.m. Ready 4 Gardening – John
2p.m. Chair Exercise & Stretching

- PAGE 2 / BMR FEBRUARY 26, 2021 -

In Appreciation

15 Years Serving The Community With Blooms
Thank-you to Marg Nattress

It all started with the CAUSE Committee which took on the
Communities In Bloom challenge in 2002. Communities in Bloom is
a national organization challenging communities to enhance and
sustain the visual appeal of their neighbourhoods, public spaces,
parks and streetscapes through the imaginative use of flowers,
plants, trees and landscaping.
The project involved hundreds of hours of volunteer work and
organizing led by Jackie Stewart and the late Jean Leishman.
There were over 80 volunteers working on 6 committees dealing
with Environmental Efforts, Local Heritage, a Tidiness Challenge,
Urban Forestry, Floral Landscape and one promoting Community
Involvement.
All kinds of improvements were made to beautify the town,
including the placement of 32 apple bins all over town. These were
filled with soil and planted with a colourful array of annual flowers. In
the 2002 national competition, the town was awarded four “blooms”
out of five, just short of a win. The next year there was just too much
involved to do it all over again.
But what to do with the 32 apple bin planters? A group of volunteers
was organized to plant them each year. For the past fifteen years, Marg
Nattress took on the responsibility for this annual spring planting
ritual. Each year she designed and selected the annual plants for the
boxes. Terry Green, the Town’s Manager of Parks and Trails, ordered
the plants from Riverside Greenhouses in Heathcote.
While the plants were growing, Marg would round up 35 to 40
experienced volunteer gardener planters to turn up, trowels in
hand, at the Tomahawk Parks Operations Centre in early June. Marg
organized the volunteers in groups of two or three.
Then, with a planting plan in hand and the required plants for
their bin, each group proceeded to their assigned planters. When the
work was done, the entire group met at the Bayview Park Pavilion
for coffee and donuts supplied by the Town for a job well done. The
Town hired a student to water the plants in the summer.
Marg Nattress has now
decided to retire, as she has
moved into Collingwood.
She has passed the torch
to Davina Kerr and Kris
Wichman, members of the
local 599 Garden Club, who
will carry on her great work.
To commemorate her many
years of volunteer service,
the Mayor and Council
of the Town of the Blue
Mountains have presented
Marg Nattress with a special
citation.

599 Garden Club ZOOMs into Spring

The 599 Garden Club, serving green thumbs in the Blue Mountains,
plans ZOOM presentations by experts, in March (Native Plants),
April (Hostas) and May (Pot Scaping) Then it’s outdoor Garden
Tours with plant presentations and a plant Exchange in September.
Meet us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/599gardenclub
New members welcome, just $25 for the year, April to March 2022.
CONTACT Mary Raymond maryraymondcga@rogers.com
452 Victoria St. East,
Alliston, Ontario, L9R 1J8
Office Number: 705-435-1809

503 Hume St. Unit 4,
Collingwood, Ontario, L9Y 4H8
Office Number: 705-445-5557

My staff and I can assist with:
Congratulatory Certificates
Canada Revenue Agency
Citizenship and Immigration
Employment Insurance
Pensions
Passports
Veterans

Toll Free: 1-866-435-1809

TerryDowdall.2019

Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca

TerryDowdall

Terry.Dowdall
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Full of Beans!

Yes, the Emergency Needs Food Cubby
at Beaver Valley Outreach (BVO) has lots of
beans - and pasta, coffee and tea. Ours is a
very generous community - thank you!
BVO doesn’t have a traditional food bank,
but the Cubby fills the gap to help meet the
emergency food needs. Throughout 2020,
we had amazing partnerships and support
from Foodland Thornbury, United Way Grey
Bruce, Bruce Power, Salvation Army, Cobbs
Bread and more.
The best way to support folks who are
needing food and personal care items is
to provide the household with the staples
we have on hand and a Foodland Gift Card
that they can use towards produce and nontaxable goods.
A grocery gift card is simple to administer,
and allows people to get what they really
need, empowering them to make their own
choices based on their specific diets, the
make-up of their household and the fresh
fruits, veggies, meats and cheeses that they
like.Anyone can give a monetary donation
and direct it to one of BVO’s food security/
emergency needs initiatives such as our
monthly Fresh Food Basket, Thornbury
Community Garden or our Food Cubby. Tax
receipts are available for donations of $20 or
more.
At this time, we are not inviting people
into our office, so we ask people to make an
appointment, let us know what they need,
then come to pick up a gift card along with
food that has been packed for them.
BVO thanks the community for
contributions that enable us to continue
“making good things happen in our
community”! Please visit our website www.
bvo.ca or call our office @ 519-599-2577 for
more information.

PRETTY RIVER
FOOT CLINIC

BVO Expanding Thornbury Community Gardens

The Blue Mountains, February 10, 2021-- Beaver
Valley Outreach (BVO) is hoping to add 10 more
raised garden beds to its Thornbury Community
Gardens located at Beaver Valley Community
Centre. The Community Gardens have 21 rental
garden beds, 3 community garden beds, and a
perimeter garden that grows pollinator-friendly
plants and edible perennials. The 3 garden beds are
designated for the community to grow food - for
BVO’s Emergency Food Cupboard, and for direct
delivery to community members who have limited
access to fresh food.
During the 2020 growing season, gardeners and
volunteers were able to safely garden and be a part
of a community initiative with all COVID protocol
in place. One gardener shared her experience, “I
live in a condo and miss my garden from previous
homes. The Community Gardens are a great way to
fill that gap. Through the pandemic, the garden has been my hideout. Watching the plants
grow and being with nature is so relaxing. Thanks BVO for keeping this important project
going!”
The therapeutic benefits of gardening are well known, as are its benefits to mental health.
In a pandemic, these benefits are amplified, so BVO would like to be able to offer more
gardens to our community, especially for those who are isolated, with limited access to an
outdoor space for gardening.
The 10 new gardens will all be at an accessible
height of about 2 feet with a bench top, making them
comfortable for gardening for those who are not able
to bend down to the ground for long periods of time.
Two of these beds will be designed to be accessible for
gardeners who use a mobility aid, such as a wheelchair,
scooter, or walker. All the beds, measuring 10 feet x 4
feet, will be available to rent for $60 for the season,
with a subsidy available.
The availability of these new beds will be contingent
on BVO securing funds through grants, donations and
in-kind support to cover the estimated cost of $18,000
needed for this project. This includes the raised bed
materials and labour, a porous paving surface called Ecoraster for around the mobility
accessible beds, fencing, a water tank, groundwork, and more.
BVO Thornbury Community Gardens coordinator, Kimberly Edwards, will be submitting
numerous grant applications this winter to reach this target. Any donations from the
community to support this initiative would be greatly appreciated. Please donate online at
www.bvo.ca, e-transfer to admin@bvo.ca (with Community Garden in the subject line) or
send/drop off a cheque to BVO at 54 King Street E, Thornbury ON N0H 2P0.
If you are interested in renting a raised bed when they are ready, please email
thornburycommunitygardens@gmail.com to get on the waiting list.
For more information, please contact BVO at 519-599-2577.

Cold weather safety tips for your pets
LAURIE LANG
H.BSc., D.Pod.M.

Chiropodist/Foot Specialist
4318 County Rd 124
Nottawa ON L0M 1P0

(705) 445-6336

info@prettyriverfootclinic.com

prettyriverfootclinic.com

by Anna Schuett , Georgian Triangle Humane Society
It’s wonderful to see that people are spending more time outdoors
this winter than ever before. What’s even greater is that pet owners
are letting their pets join in on the fun, but it’s important that you take
appropriate precautions.
If you’re planning on taking your dog on outdoor adventures, make sure to keep his/her
coat its natural length. Consider putting a jacket on short haired dogs.
Although dog paw pads are built tough, freezing temperatures, salt and debris can wreak
havoc on them. Protect those furry feet with booties or paw balm and use towels to wipe off
those tootsies.
Your pet’s skin can become dry and flakey at this time of year. It is best to keep bathing
sessions to a minimum. If your pet has given you no choice but to run a bath, choose a
moisturizing shampoo.
Keeping the humidity levels in your home elevated helps keep pets’ skin and sinuses more
comfortable. The ideal humidity level in your home should range between 30% and 50%.
When it comes to cold weather safety, remember this: If it’s too cold for you, it’s too cold for
your pet. https://www.gths.ca
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Introducing Rudy Nakashima

Gifted vocalist. Talented songwriter.
Growing up, Rudy spent summers
and winters with his family in the Blue
Mountains and recently moved to
Thornbury to focus solely on his music.
At the age of 9 he was admitted to the
prestigious Claude Watson School for
the arts, and trained with the worldrenowned Toronto Children’s Chorus.
Over time, he performed at coffee
houses, concert halls, and jazz clubs.
He’s been a featured vocalist at the Lula
Lounge, a recipient of the Canadian
Vocalfest Nationals honour award, and
a CBC Searchlight Top 100 finalist
Rudy has collaborated with artists the world over: Germany, Brazil,
and Sweden to name a few. His more recent releases have been
noticed by curators and selected to large playlists. He believes every
day is an opportunity to improve, learn something new, and make
music that makes people happy. That’s what he’s all about.
Rudy’s always looking for new opportunities to collaborate, seeking
ways to develop as an artist and make the best music possible. He
loves receiving messages on how his music has touched people’s
lives. He invites you to join him on this musical journey!
rudynakashima@gmail.com
www.RudyNakashima.com
Soundcloud: https://soundcloud.com/rudyalldaynak

Contract Awarded for Markdale Hospital

On February 26, 2021, Ontario
Premier Doug Ford and Deputy
Premier and Minister of Health
Christine Elliott announced
that the construction of a new
hospital for Markdale has been
approved, and will start right
away. The province awarded a
contract to Bird Construction to build the 68,000 square foot facility
on Toronto Street South. “This is the news we have been waiting for,
and we are extremely pleased to begin construction of a brand new,
state-of-the art hospital in Markdale,” said Gary Sims, President & CEO
of Grey Bruce Health Services.

Hockey Hub - COVID-19
Mass Immunization Hub in Grey Bruce

The
Grey
Bruce
Health
Unit hosted a
media preview
of the Hockey
Hub, a model for
mass COVID-19
immunization
clinics.
Set up at the
P&H
Centre
in
Hanover,
the Hockey Hub converts local hockey arenas to deliver thousands
of COVID-19 vaccines per day. The model is scalable in that it can
be expanded or contracted depending on the amount of vaccine
available and the number of clients to be vaccinated. Locally, Hockey
Hubs are also being finalized at the Davidson Centre in Kincardine
and the Bayshore Community Centre (community halls) in Owen
Sound.
Set up in a standard hockey arena, the Hockey Hub can administer
4500 vaccines in a 10-hour shift of 5 vaccinators. Traditional large
volume clinics administer about 1000 vaccines a day, employing
20 vaccinators. Conventional smaller vaccine clinics administer 400
vaccines a day, in a shift of 8 vaccinators. The efficiency of the Hockey
Hub model is based on using clinical staff for clinical duties only and
other staff for any task that is non-clinical.
The Hockey Hub uses a streamlined flow-through process. Once
registered, the client remains in an individual pod for documentation,
administering vaccine and recovery. The person administering the
vaccine moves from pod to pod. The typical set-up in a standard rink
would have 150 pods with one nurse assigned 30 pods each. In the
Hockey Hub, a vaccinator can administer 90 vaccines per hour.
Given a sufficient supply of vaccine the three Hockey Hubs in Grey
and Bruce could vaccinate 140,000 people or 75 percent of Grey
Bruce’s population in about 21 days.
There is not the quantities of vaccine in Grey Bruce to implement the
Hockey Hub model, at this time. The model will only be implemented
when sufficient quantities of vaccine become available.
For More Information: 519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1269
or d.ferguson@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Revised

ECOME A •
• B

GTHS
CERTIFIED
PET SITTER
FOR YOUTH
(AGES 10-17)

The Online Pet Sitter Certificate is
designed for Kidpreneurs, like 11 year
old Adele, who love animals, and
want to learn about how to care for
them. "I found the course to be very
informative, engaging and fun! I would
highly recommend this course! I am now
a GTHS certified Pet Sitter and have
started my own business."

REGISTRATION
FEE IS $39

Use coupon code
GTHS31PSC

to receive

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

TO REGISTER: WWW.GTHS.CA/SERVICES/HUMANE-EDUCATION/
EDUCATION@GTHS.CA | (705) 445-5204, EXT. 213

20% OFF
the course
registration fee
This limited time
promotional offer is valid
until March 31, 2021.
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Contacting Town
Councillors

• Community Recovery Task Force
• Leisure Activities Plan Steering
Committee
The current term of Council • Blue Mountain Village Assoc.
began on December 1, 2018 and • The Blue Mountains & District
will end on November 30, 2022. Chamber of Commerce
Each Member of Council was
elected to represent the entire Paula Hope, Councillor
Town and you can contact any Office: 519-599-3131 x.401
Members of Council concerning Cell: 705-441-5040
phope@thebluemountains.ca
any matter of interest.
Member of:
There are two methods for
contacting Members of Council: • Property Standards Committee
Option #1: Email All Members of • Community Communications
Advisory Committee
Council and the Town Clerk
council@thebluemountains.ca or • Economic Development Advisory
Committee
519-599-3131 x232
Option #2: Contact a Member of
Andrea Matrosovs, Councillor
Council Individually. CorresponOffice 519-599-3131 x.406
dence sent to an individual
Cell 705-441-5859
Member of Council will not
amatrosovs@thebluemountains.ca
appear on a Council Agenda.
Member of:
• Abandoned Orchard Advisory
Alar Soever, Mayor
Committee
Office: 519-599-3131 x.400
• Agricultural Advisory Committee
Cell: 519-375-1775
• Fence Viewers Committee
mayor@thebluemountains.ca
• Sustainability Committee
Member of:
• Joint Municipal Physician
• Code of Conduct Review
Recruitment and Retention
Committee
Committee
• Police Services Board
• Grey Sauble Conservation and
• The Blue Mountains Attainable
• Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Housing Corporation
Authority
• CAO Hiring Sub-Committee
• Community Recovery Task Force • Georgian Bay Youth Roots
Committee
• Property Standards Committee
(**Council member Alternate)
Rob Sampson, Councillor - Office
• Rural Access to Broadband
519-599-3131 x.408
Internet Technology Task Force
Cell Phone : 705-441-6148
• Grey County Council
rsampson@thebluemountains.ca
Member of:
Rob Potter, Deputy Mayor
• Rural Access to Broadband
Office: 519-599-3131 x.407
Internet Technology Task Force
Cell: 705-351-2976
• The Blue Mountains Attainable
rpotter@thebluemountains.ca
Housing Corporation
Member of:
• CAO Hiring Sub-Committee
• Code of Conduct Review
• Grants & Donations Committee
Committee
• Community Recovery Task Force
• Property Standards Committee
• Transportation Committee
• Sustainability Committee
• Multi-Municipal Long-Term Care
• Thornbury Business
Working Group
Improvement Area Board
• North East Grey Health Clinics
• The Blue Mountains Library
• Joint Municipal Physician
Board
Recruitment and Retention
• Rural Access to Broadband
Committee (alternate )
Internet Technology Task Force
• Community Communications
Jim Uram, Councillor
Advisory Committee
Office: 519-599-3131 x.409
• Committee of Adjustment
Cell: 519-378-6899
• Grey County Council
juram@thebluemountains.ca
Member of:
Peter Bordignon, Councillor
• Code of Conduct Review
Office: 519-599-3131 x.405
Committee
Cell: 705-441-3494
• Fence Viewers Committee
pbordignon@thebluemountains.ca
• Property Standards Committee
Member of:
• Transportation Committee
• Economic Development
• Drinking Water Source Protection
Advisory Committee
Committee
• Grants and Donations

County Wide Waste Collection Program

Grey County Councillors approved a motion to access the second
phase of the province’s Municipal Modernization Program in order
to hire a consultant to assess the feasibility of delivering waste
collection and disposal systems at the County level. A resolution
from Meaford was received on October 2, 2020, which requested
that the County consider among other items the costs related to
exporting garbage out of the county/country, including the fossil
fuel gas consumption and impact on regional roads required to
truck garbage long distances.

Town Purchases 32-acres

At the February 22, 2021 Council Meeting,
The Blue Mountains Council approved
the purchase of a 32-acre property at the
western edge of Thornbury for $3,450,000.
The property located at 125 Peel Street
extends to the intersection of Grey Road 113
and Highway 26. The close proximity to the
Tomahawk Recreation Complex will provide future opportunities
for both properties.

The Town has developed a dedicated project webpage where
residents and members of the public can keep engaged with the
project’s details and key dates.
yourview.thebluemountains.ca/transportation-master-plan.

Notice of Public Information Centre Thornbury West Reconstruction Phase 1

Virtual Public Open House on Thursday March 11, 5-7 pm.
The Public Information Centre will provide an update regarding the
findings of the preliminary engineering for the Victoria Street and
Louisa Street area and will provide an opportunity for residents to
share feedback. This project is being completed as part of the larger
multi-year Thornbury West Reconstruction Phase 1 project which
combined the Elma and Alice Street project, and the Victoria and
Louisa Street project into one larger project known as ‘Thornbury
West Reconstruction Phase 1’
Proposed Changes to traffic flow
• One-way access from Bruce Street S along Louisa Street W to
Elma Street
• The closure of Beaver Street between Victoria Street and Louisa
Street, eliminating 45-degree intersections

Notice of Public Meeting

Proposed Telecommunications Tower - 397323 11th Line Monday, March 22, 2021 at 5:00 pm
To help limit the spread of COVID-19, Public Meetings will be
held in a virtual (online) format. You are encouraged to provide
your comments or questions in writing using email or regular
letter mail to the Town Clerk in advance of the Public Meeting.
Written comments will be circulated to Council. Anyone
wishing to speak on this matter at the Virtual Public Meeting is
encouraged to pre-register early, no later than five (5) days in
advance of the Meeting. For those without a computer, a dialin number is available. Please note that the meetings are also
live broadcasted on the Town’s website and posted as a video
following the public meeting. You do not need to register to view
the meeting on the Town’s website. thebluemountains.csa
Contact the Town Clerk to pre-register to speak at the meeting or
submit comments to townclerk@thebluemountains.ca or call the
Town at 519-599-3131 ext 232 or Fax: (519) 599-7723
By mail: Town Clerk, Town Hall, Box 310, Thornbury ON, N0H 2P0
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What’s Involved in Tree
Trust Conservation Care?

Tree Trust TBM asked Tobias Effinger, a Certified Tree Trust Arborist
and the owner of Arboreal Tree Care Professionals to explain some
of the fundamentals of conservation care, especially for older, more
established trees.
So Tobias, what does an arborist do to extend the life of older trees?
I’ll attempt a concise explanation, but it must be said that extending
the life of a tree requires a complex and highly individualized set of
options that evolve according to particular findings. It depends on
an assessment of each tree, in its own unique setting. The actions we
ultimately undertake are tailored to that specific tree and site.
Can you explain?
A tree is a living being and there is a delightful complexity in how
it responds to its environment and to arboricultural care. Arborists
have many techniques in their quiver to care for young and older
trees but, the techniques we actually use for any one specimen
take into account considerations such as the species characteristics
– sugar maple, oak, walnut, etc. – specifics of the site such as soil
characteristics and nutrition availability, the form and structural
integrity of the tree, its overall current health status, the presence
of insect infestations or disease, and many other considerations.
Assessing safety is of course another very important consideration.
The initial action that a qualified arborist will take when caring
for trees, especially older ones, is a thorough assessment so that a
tailored, tree-specific prescription can be developed.
What about when you assess or work on a Tree Trust Tree?
A Tree Trust Certified Arborist is required to complete a detailed
description, assessment and prescription for any new Tree Trust
candidate. This assessment and prescription is then peer reviewed
and vetted by two senior arborists renowned for their work in
conservation arboriculture and with no financial interest in the work.
There is some extra paperwork to be sure, but it is a suitable system
which ensures that good candidate trees are selected and that only
high-quality, appropriate conservation care measures are used.
Can you describe a few aspects of the conservation care that you
completed on the first Tree Trust TBM Tree at 10th line and The Georgian
Trail?
Certainly. This beautiful mature sugar maple is saddled with several
issues, some naturally occurring and others induced by human
activity. We found a large cavity in the main trunk with active wood
degrading fungus present and another major stem of the tree with a
co-dominant (i.e. weak) attachment, necessitating pruning to avoid
structural failure. The pruning undertaken also creates new openings
in the upper canopy, allowing more light to reach the center of the
tree and encouraging new, more vigorous shoots to develop. We can
then train these new shoots to become viable branches and in turn
increase the vitality of the tree going forward. Also, reflecting the
natural preference of a sugar maple as a climax forest species, we
will be adding more organic matter over the root area this season to
enhance nutrient cycling and availability, similar to a climax forest
environment. Other species such as an earlier successional tree like
an elm would not need the same nutritional conditions. This is an
example of individualized, tailored actions, which can mean the
difference between a successful conservation project or a failed one.

What’s next for this
grand sugar maple tree?
Follow-up actions will
def-initely be required
as no one attempt will
be enough to resolve
the issues found in this
(and other) majestic
trees. Care of mature
trees has an ebb and
flow. The tree presents
us with its natural state,
we perform phase one
of the preservation
care, then we wait and
monitor the reaction
to our efforts before
proceeding with phase two. It’s a bit of a dance, not one sided but a
complex interspecies interaction between the arborist and the tree.
Thank you Tobias for the pro bono work on this tree and for your great
explanation!
Tree Trust TBM uses donated funds to support arborist care on
older, landmark trees in our community. You can help this effort by
donating and you can also nominate a potential candidate tree in
the TBM. For more information, go to www.treetrust.ca and click
on the community partner (TBM) page or contact Betty Muise at
bettymuise1@gmail.com
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In Memoriam

ALEXANDRA RUTH ‘ALIX’
WHALEN

IAN ALBERT ‘JOE’ HARMER

Alix Whalen (Hall) passed away
on Thursday February 18th, 2021,
at the age of 58, after a two year
long battle with cancer. She passed
peacefully, surrounded by her loving
husband David, sons Mackenzie and
Connor, and soon to be daughter-inlaw, Sara.
Alix was born on November 1st, 1962 in Toronto
to parents Hugh and Betty Hall (Joy), and was the
youngest sibling to Doug, Betsy, Hugh, Harry and
Martha. She spent her early years growing up in the
Forest Hill and York Mills neighbourhoods, attending
the Toronto French School. At the age of 11, along with
her mother Betty and siblings Martha and Harry, she
moved to Thornbury where she spent the remainder of
her adolescent years. It is also where she would meet
and marry her soulmate, David, before settling down
and starting a family at their home on Grey Road 13,
right across from Slabtown.
Alix became a teacher, a job she truly loved, and
spent the majority of her career at Connaught Public
School in Collingwood. She was a naturally amazing
educator and left her impression on countless students
that passed through her classroom over the years.
She was a rock to all that had the pleasure of being
close to her; always someone to go to for counsel, who
truly listened and made you feel like the only person in
the room. Alix genuinely cared for all of those around
her and would be the first to reach out and check
in, regardless of her tribulations. Her optimism and
positivity were contagious and will last long beyond
her years.
Alix was a lover of all things outdoors and took full
advantage of the area she lived in, from many winter
days spent at the Georgian Peaks Club with her family,
to exploring new sections of the Bruce Trail in the
summer. That love of the outdoors was in no doubt
established at the Hall family cottage in Pointe au
Baril – a place that Alix affectionately referred to as
“the constant home in her life”. More recently, she and
Dave fell in love with backpacking hiking trips and
completed many memorable routes in the last several
years.
Although a certain pandemic brought challenges,
Alix was able to spend her last year with an abundance
of family time. This was something for which she, Dave
and her boys felt the utmost gratitude having been
able to cherish lasting memories.
As an expression of your condolences, we ask that
you donate to the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Cancer
Center at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Barrie - a place
where Alix received unparalleled care from an amazing
staff who constantly displayed an astounding level
of attention for each person, not patient, that came
through their doors. https://foundation.rvh.on.ca/
supporting-rvh/memorial-giving
A celebration of life will be held locally at a later date
once health conditions allow us to gather appropriately.
Arrangements entrusted to the Ferguson Funeral Home
in Meaford. www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

Joe Harmer of Thornbury passed away peacefully at Grey
Bruce Health Services in Owen Sound, on Saturday, February
20, 2021 at the age of 63. Born in Meaford on September 10,
1957, Joe was the son of the late Albert and Irene (nee Lavers)
Harmer.
Joe was the much loved brother of Garry Lougheed and his
wife Velma of Duncan. He will be remembered as the proud
‘Uncle Joe’ of Angie Cain (Brent) and Tammy Barrett (Grant).
Joe spent many years working alongside his good friend
Steve Staveley at his shop in Heathcote. He loved working on vehicles of all shapes
and sizes and enjoyed working for many years at Longs Garage in Thornbury. Joe
was well known to many in the Thornbury area as the kind and patient gentle giant
with a friendly and welcoming smile.
A celebration of Joe’s life will take place at a later date when friends and family
are able to gather safely. Cremation has taken place and Joe’s cremated remains
will be interred at Thornbury-Clarksburg Union Cemetery with his parents.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Diabetes Association would be
appreciated and may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St.
E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

MONIKA LUGER-MOROCUTTI

If ever you shopped in Thornbury at Monica’s, you would
have enjoyed the zany humour of the proprietor, Monika
Morocutti. Monika was an indomitable designer, dressmaker,
knitter, skier, tennis player and an Austrian cook/baker. She
was lover of smoked salmon and fine wine. She also was a
great hostess and sports car driver! Sadly a fall and a broken
femur which led to a diagnosis of cancer ended all those lively
activities and left her confined to long term care in Meaford.
Regrettably for those of us who enjoyed the spirit she
exuded, Monika was relieved of all suffering on Monday,
February 22, 2021.
Deep gratitude goes to those dear friends and family who supported and
sustained her with their love and companionship, and their encouraging words
and gestures these past few years. Much appreciation goes to those who lovingly
cared for and befriended Monika at the Meaford Long Term Care Centre. Thank
you so much! Cremation has taken place. A celebration of her life will be held at
a later date. As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Meaford Nursing
Home Auxiliary (Cheques Only Please) or the Georgian Triangle Humane Society
would be appreciated and may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48
Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.

SUZETTE WHITNEY GOODHAND

Suzette Whitney Goodhand (nee Keefler), born in Montreal
November 1928 and residing at the Meaford Long Term Care
Centre at the age of 92, passed away peacefully on February 25th.
Suzette was a legal secretary and worked office administration
for the government of Ontario. But more importantly she
was first a devoted wife and mother. To continue her learning
she volunteered for many years as a tour guide for several
departments and exhibitions at the Royal Ontario Museum and
the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto. She also volunteered at
Princess Margaret Cancer Centre.
Most cherished memories are of family gatherings celebrated by indulging in
great food and company. When her husband, Derek, retired they moved to The Blue
Mountains, where she enjoyed hiking the Bruce Trail and cross country skiing. Also,
many vacations were enjoyed touring the world, experiencing different cultures,
and climbing every mountain they could find!
Suzette and Derek were married in Ancaster, Ontario in 1956 and were starting
their 65th year of a joyful committed relationship. Suzette is survived by her
husband Derek Goodhand, her children Jane Smith, Michael Goodhand (Sandra
Gosselin), her nephew Chris Goodhand (Carin), and her two grandchildren Alexei
and Chloe Goodhand.
With COVID 19 restrictions, there are no planned memorial services at this time.
In lieu of flowers please consider donating to the Alzheimer Society of Canada at
(URL: https://alzheimer.ca/en) or through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher
St., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca
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Events for Life (EFL) participants are having
FUN in February!

Events for Life is a local program that provides opportunities
for adults with special needs. The program has been successfully
running virtually since June. Since the lockdown was lifted,
participants have been able to return to
the centre in Thornbury for their NEW
outdoor Forest School program!! Fire
making, outdoor cooking, snowshoeing,
hiking on the trails, feeding the birds…
the smiles on their faces (when they pull
down their masks for a photo) just warm
your hearts. EFL has partnered with the
Free Spirit Forest School to facilitate the
outdoor program. This has brought the
participants back to the place they call
“home.” They are so happy to see their
friends, staff and wonderful volunteers
who sign up to help.
When
EFL
was
running the program
in
person,
every
Wednesday they would
host a “coffee nook” at
the Marsh Street Cente.
Since June, coffee time
still happens in our
zoom room. Guests are
welcome to join us in
trivia, play some games
or just have a great
chat. Participants love
to meet new people and work on their social skills, even virtually. If
you want to join us, Coffee Hub occurs every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Email info@eventsfor.life if you would like to receive the zoom link.

A Fireocious Battle by Kim Harris, Climate Action Network Now

I can see your eyes rolling and I know what you’re thinking. “Please,
not another doom-mongering article by one of those CANN ecofanatics.” Surprise! Today, CANN has good news.
When some members of CANN heard that a fire had burned down
a multi-million-dollar home in Lora Bay we dreaded the ecological
fall-out. The house was quite high above the water, very close to
Georgian Bay. Conventional fire-fighting foams used to battle big
blazes can be full of deadly chemicals. These chemicals can cause
cancer in humans, affect water quality, and are toxic to fish and
wildlife. But Town of the Blue Mountains Fire Chief Steve Conn is
no ordinary fire chief. Quietly and without fanfare or attention, the
Chief has been fighting fires responsibly and without damage to the
environment.
Instead of using fire-fighting foam to smother the fire in Lora Bay
he used… wait for it… water! Nothing more than water doused
the flames of the burning
house. Considering there is a
water station at the foot of Peel
Street, this was a good decision.
But not every fire chief would
have made the same call. Two
years after fire destroyed a flea
market near Smiths Falls, Ontario,
toxic chemicals from the foam
firefighters used to douse the
flames have appeared in the well
water of homes half a kilometre
away.
If there is a situation where fire
containment foam is needed, the
Chief uses a foam product that is
98% biodegradable but his goal is
to become 100% biodegradable.
We are fortunate to have an
eco-conscious fire chief in our
town. Thank you, Chief Conn!

Walk 21 miles in 21 days for $21. All proceeds go to EFL.
They say it takes 21 days to form a new habit, well here is
your chance. We want everyone to get out and get active
as we bring in spring. Go to the EFL website to register
or make a donation in support of the new Forest School
program. www.eventsfor.life Thanks to Deb McCann for
hosting this great initiative!
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The Master Gardener’s Corner
RABIT
Task Force
Your IP is 208.114.154.25. Verify
the information
below, edit if needed, and click

Things to do in your garden, taken from the
The Council of The Blue Mountains created the Rural Access to
Start to begin
Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John
Broadband
Internet Technology (“RABIT”) Task Force to review
Hethrington, Past President, Master Gardeners
explore
“matters
relatedaccess,
to the development,
If you wish to inform us of aand
location
without
internet
click here. implementation
of Ontario. For information, call 519-599-5846.
and progress monitoring of sustainable solutions for Rural Access
• Start tuberous begonias & caladiums in
Broadband Internet in the Town of The Blue Mountains”.
pots.
My Postal Code
My ISPCouncil recently approved a Task Force-led Public Information
Test Ser
• Plant brassicas (cabbage family) seeds and
Centre where qualified Internet Service Providers attended virtually
hardy annuals for April-May planting.
to introduce
their respective
capabilities. The goal of the meeting
N0H1J0
Xplornet
Communications
Inc.
Winnip
• Start tomatoes, lettuce and other fast growers from seed in late was for the Town to understand the opportunities that currently
March to early April
exist, that may be available in the future, and to help inform the
• Order/buy seeds and summer flowering bulbs planting NOW! It is members of the task force, Council, staff, and members of the public.
How
often?
For how long?
reported that they will be in short
supply
this year.
Internet Service Providers were asked to provide suggestions to
• Check, repair and sharpen gardening tools.
to promote provision of broadband
Onceto fruit trees & pest-prone the RABIT Task Force on howN/A
• Apply combination dormant oil spray
internet services to all the underserved areas within the Town. This
shrubs when above-freezing weather permits.
• Bring Spring indoors. Start forcing branches of spring-flowering introductory session initiated a process that may result in rural
areas being provided with affordable and reliable internet in the
shrubs like Forsythia.
near future. Video of the meeting on the Town’s Agenda calendar
• Prune summer-flowering shrubs and vines.
• Loosen up packed winter mulch and press perennials that have February 16th.
heaved, back into place.
Canadian Internet Registration Authority • Plan to plant a few bird-attracting, native berry plants.
CIRA’s Internet Performance Test is one of the most advanced
If there are students who are Interested in garden work this spring,
tests
of Internet speed and quality available. It is also
has the public
Upload Speed
Download
Speed
please get in touch now. john@casacarole.com
interest at its core. The test nodes are located in Internet exchange
points, rather than within an ISP’s architecture. This allows CIRA to
measure the actual performance of an Internet connection in real
network conditions, closely representing the Internet experience of
Map
Help
Canadian users.
The data helps to measure the infrastructural, demographic, and
sociographic results of your broadband programs. That which you
Statistic: Download
can measure you can manage.

+
Show your support for the
−

“Grey Grannies”

Thornbury

Show your support for the

“Grey Grannies”
by ordering:

Grey Grannies is a local group
that is part of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation supporting African
grandmothers who are raising
their grandchildren who have
Grey
Grannies isbya HIV/AIDS.
local group
been orphaned
that is part of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation supporting African
grandmothers who are raising
their grandchildren who have
been orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

Package of 6

Hot
Cross Buns
by ordering: Package of 6
for $16.50
Hot Cross Buns

(Bakery will donate 15% of each order to the “Grey Grannies”)

for $16.50
www.thornburybakerycafe.com
or 519-599-3311

(Bakery will donate 15% of each order to the “Grey Grannies”)

Pick Up Your Order Before Easter

www.thornburybakerycafe.com
or 519-599-3311
12 Bruce St. South, Thornbury
Pick Up Your Order Before Easter
12 Bruce St. South, Thornbury

Mention “Grey Grannies”
when you order and check out the
Mention “Grey Grannies”
other yummy items you can get.
when you order and check out the
other yummy items you can get.

Smart Community Internet Testing
Red dots represent low internet service and the blue dots represent
best service for uploading and downloading data
The stats from this website site show underserviced areas and is used
to help provide funding.
Log in to www.performance.cira.ca

https://grandmotherscampaign.org
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GreyGrannies/posts/
https://grandmotherscampaign.org - PAGE 10 / BMR FEBRUARY 26, 2021 -

The Need for Attainable Housing in
The Blue Mountains

BMAHC was created in response to a longstanding housing
affordability challenge in the area in which availability has drastically
reduced for modestly priced homes that are oriented to middle
income earning households. Many factors contribute to this shortfall
as identified in housing needs studies conducted by The Town of
The Blue Mountains in 2010 and more recently in a further study
by the Southern Georgian Bay Tourism Labour Task Force in 2018.
Housing affordability is repeatedly identified by employers in the
Four County Labour Market Planning Board annual surveys as one of
the top challenges resulting in a labour shortages consistently being
experienced in our area.
Attainable housing is near or below market housing that is
nonsubsidized at a middle income price point. Based on housing
affordability in The Blue Mountains, the target is to make housing
available to meet the demand of moderate household income in
the range of 50 to 130% of the local median income (approximately
$40,000 to $100,000). Attainable Housing is for people who work in
The Blue Mountains or have recently retired from active employment
in The Blue Mountains.

Gateway Attainable Housing Project

BMAHC is getting ready to move forward with its first housing
development at 171 King Street East, the site of the old Foodland
store. This site was purchased by the Town and will be transferred to
BMAHC to create attainable rental housing.
The first informative stage in the project’s life cycle, has been
completed which included introducing the attainable housing
approach and goals to key stakeholders. Next is the the concept
development of the Gateway Attainable Housing Project and getting
the site prepared before embarking on the hiring process for a
builder to design and construct the development.
In May 2020 a public consultation survey conducted with three
conceptual plans to collect input on a range of elements including
layout and massing, design, parking, preservation of trees and
sustainability. An incredible response was received with over 305
completed surveys from members of the community.
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Official Plan Amendment

K

The Official Plan can be altered through an Official Plan Amendment
(OPA) process. The OPA process allows for site specific amendments to
the plan and also allows for the establishment of new policies. Official
Plan Amendments are adopted by Town Council and approved by Grey
County.
In June 2020 the BMAHC Board evaluated the conceptual plans and
the report from the community survey and agreed to ask Council to
initiate the planning process to consider amendments of the Official
Plan and Zoning Bylaw for this site that would allow buildings of up
to 4 storeys. On June 29th, Council approved this request and Town
Planning staff will be leading this in keeping with the Planning Act
process. The process includes the following:
Phase 1
Formal Application Submitted
Application reviewed for completeness
Notice of complete Application circulated
Technical Review by Staff
Phase 2
Release of technical information as it is generated
Public Meeting
OPA finalized & outstanding issues resolved
Staff Report with recommendations to Town Council
Town Council Decision
Phase 3
Town Council decision sent to the County
County Staff Report to County Council
County Decision
Final Decision Circulated

3-Hour Access
from $11*
LEARN MORE AT BLUEMOUNTAIN.CA

*price plus HST. Based on Youth (ages 5-12) midweek ticket fee.
Other conditions apply. See bluemountain.ca for details.
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New Provincial COVID-19 Vaccine Booking
System Trial in Grey Bruce

The Grey Bruce Health Unit is one of six health units the Ontario
government is using to soft-launch the online booking portal for
COVID-19 mass immunization clinics. The pilot for the online booking
portal will provide the opportunity to try components of the system
before the full launch. It will also help to identify changes that may be
required to improve the experience and any concerns that arise, and
to share lessons learned with all public health units to prepare them
to use the new system.

josh@joshdolan.com

705-446-8404

Josh Dolan

R E A L E STAT E B R O K E R

joshdolan.com
TOP 2%
INDIVIDUALLY

National Gross Sales

Royal LePage - 2020
Top 2% National Gross Sales 2019-2020
Top 3% National Sales 2013-2018

THORNBURY

MEAFORD

COLLINGWOOD

Let me advise you on buying and selling in the Georgian Triangle.

SimcoeGrey MP
Community
Leader
Awards
Josh Dolan BM Review 2020-2.indd 1

Recognizing Volunteer
Excellence in SimcoeGrey

2021-02-03 9:13 AM

Recognize a
deserving
volunteer in your
community by
nominating them
for a Simcoe—
Grey MP
Community
Leader Award!
Nomination forms can be
found online at:
TerryDowdallmp.ca

or email :
Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca

or call :
1-866-435-1809
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