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help us spread a little joy by Elephant Thoughts
Give Fun
Give Gratitude
Give Nourishment
Give Enrichment
Give Fresh Air
Give Beauty

WE FOUND ANOTHER PAINTED
STOREFRONT WINDOW
Do you own a business with
a storefront on one of our
community streets? Spread
joy by joining the movement
and having our beautification
partner, Matilda Swanson
Gallery with one of the gallery’s
artists come and paint joy on
your storefront window.
www.elephantthoughts.com/
joy/

Ontario Extends Emergency Orders

Province Maintains Flexibility to Protect Public Health as Economy
Gradually Reopens. July 9, 2020 7:00 A.M.Office of the Premier
TORONTO — The Ontario government, in consultation with
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, has extended all emergency
orders currently in force that were made under s.7.0.2(4) of the
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act to July 22, 2020.
The extension was made to ensure the province maintains the
necessary flexibility to protect public health and safety as more
businesses reopen and people go back to work.
The extension of the emergency orders will help protect
vulnerable people, such as seniors, by allowing the redeployment
of frontline staff in long-term care facilities, retirement homes and
other congregate care settings, like women’s shelters and residential
services. In addition, the extension would allow public health units
to redeploy or hire staff to support case management and contact
tracing.
“Our government is getting Ontario back on track and more
people back to work, but at the same time taking steps to ensure we
don’t undo the tremendous progress we have made together,” said
Premier Doug Ford. “By keeping these emergency measures in place,
we will continue to support our frontline care providers, protect our
most vulnerable, and ensure we can rapidly respond to potential
outbreaks or surges.”
The government intends to extend emergency orders to align
with the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act,
2020, if passed. This proposed legislation is part of the government’s
plan to cautiously reopen Ontario in a way that recognizes the
ongoing impacts of COVID-19 even after the provincial declaration
of emergency has ended. The bill, if passed, would allow Ontario
to continue its path to recovery by easing restrictions where
appropriate, while maintaining important select tools to address the
ongoing threat of this deadly virus and protect Ontarians.
A full list of emergency orders can be found on the e-Laws website
under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act and at
Ontario.ca/alert.

Plans are well underway for a
Lobsterfest Dinner - not the type
of event we are used to but with
your support a great fundraising
opportunity for 3 partners, Marsh
Street Centre, Beaver Valley Outreach
and The Blue Mountains Grants and

Donations Committee.
Our community loves to have a lot of fun. We love music, dancing
and socializing. The COVID restrictions have been tough for all.
Everyone has been so responsible about social distancing and safety
standards. We know people are just itching to do something and
have FUN!
The Town of Blue Mountains will ensure this event will follow the
strictest health and safety standards that are now required. “No
touch” takeaway Lobster and Chicken dinners will be available at set
times throughout the evening so families can celebrate and enjoy
safely at home.
Tickets for the Drive Thru at Beaver Valley Community Centre,
Saturday July 25th www.lobsterfest.blue
Meals are sold for two which includes Lobster, BBQ Chicken, Baked
Potato, Salad, Bun and Pie. Ticket price for two $150.00. Tickets can
be ordered online at www.lobsterfest.blue or for single orders and
delivery call 519-599-3345. Pickup times start at 4:30, 5:30, 6:00, 6:30
and 7:00 pm
ONLINE AUCTION - ends 6:00pm, July 31, 2020
Items are being added daily to the online auction. Everyone is
invited to make a bid, and can also add items.
For information on tickets, to order a single dinner or auction items
call 519-599-3345.
LOBSTERFEST T-SHIRTS AND HATS will be available for purchase
featuring the above design by Lisa Rotenberg.

Don’t Forget
Chicken too!

SATURDAY JULY 25th
2020
DRIVE THRU DINNER INCLUDES

Lobster, BBQ Chicken,Baked Potato, Salad, Pie
Beaver Valley Community Centre, Thornbury

For information and to order tickets visit
www.lobsterfest.blue or call 519-599-3345
Donations And Bids To Our Online Auction Welcome
PROCEEDS SUPPORT:

Grants &
Donations

Home Farm Subdivision Update

COVID-19 Testing Strategy for Grey and Bruce
– Workplace Testing

Grey County received a plan of subdivision application (County
file number 42T2015-03) known as Home Farm, to facilitate the
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construction of 215 residential units. (original proposal 277 units
testing in workplace settings. This strategy involves a series of
plus
an
exchange
of
town
owned
land)
subsequently appealed in 2018 based on non-decisions by the County and
Town. A
Associated official plan and zoning by-law amendment COVID-19 tests on asymptomatic staff in an attempt to determine
l Planning Appeal Tribunal hearing has been scheduled for July 20, 2020.rates
County
of infections in a controlled environment.
applications were also received by the Town of The Blue Mountains.
The
first corporate participants to be tested under this strategy will
TownThese
staff have
been
working
with
the
proponent
towards
a
settlement
on
these
three applications were received in 2015 and subsequently
Bruce Power. Selection of the corporate participants was based
als. County
staff
are ofbased
the opinion
that the attached
draft plan
appealed
in 2018
on non-decisions
by the County
andconditions,
Town. besubject
on criteria related to risk of transmission in the workplace, impact of
A Local Planning
Appeal
Tribunalthe
hearing
scheduled
for Planning
nor revisions
if necessary,
represent
basis has
for abeen
settlement
for Local
and practically of testing. The Grey Bruce Health Unit is
July 20,file
2020.
County Should
and Town
staff have been
with
the transmission,
eal Tribunal
PL180356.
a settlement
not beworking
reached,
it appears
the
in
discussion
with
additional workplaces for their enrollment in this
a settlement
on these
appeals.
County staff are
es forproponent
discussiontowards
at the hearing
have been
scoped
significantly.
of the opinion that the new draft plan conditions, subject to minor strategy.
Data from the strategy will be collated and analyzed as a
revisions if necessary, represent the basis for a settlement for Local
feasibility
study. As Ontario continues to successfully lift restrictions
ckground
and
Discussion
Planning Appeal Tribunal file PL180356.
implemented
to reduce spread of COVID-19, there is a directive from
In 2015 the County received a plan of subdivision application
15 the
County
subdivision application
as 277
the Home
Farm
the provincial
government for health units to make testing more
known
as received
the Homea plan
Farmofdevelopment
to create aknown
total of
widely
available,
including testing of asymptomatic people. There
lopment
to
create
a
total
of
277
residential
units.
Associated
official
plan
and
residential units. Associated official plan and zoning by-law
is
some
evidence
of the need for serial testing, but no consensus
ng by-law
amendment
applications
also submitted
to Town
the Town
of The Blue
amendment
applications
were were
also submitted
to the
of The
yet
on
the
frequency
or interval for serial testing. Other relevant
Blue
Mountains.
This This
proposed
development
was to
occur
on three
ntains
at that
same time.
proposed
development
was
to occur
on three parcels
questions that remain unanswered lend themselves to learn how to
parcels
of
land,
two
of
which
were
owned
by
the
proponent,
and
nd, two of which were owned by the proponent, and one of which was owned
by the
the process of testing to break the chain of transmission by
one of which was owned by the Town of The Blue Mountains. Map optimize
n of The Blue Mountains. Map 1 below shows the subject lands in blue, the
Town
examining
an array of variables, including Independent test variables
below shows the subject lands in blue, the Town owned lands in
ed lands
in
red,
and
labels
some
neighbouring
developments.
The
applications
and
Outcome
variables.
red, and labels some neighbouring developments. The applications
Independent test variables:
deemed
but a decision
was notwas
rendered
on the on
files
before
were complete,
deemed complete,
but a decision
not rendered
the
files appeals
i. also
Test iteration (for example: first, second and third tests in the
received
Marchwere
28, 2018.
Simultaneous
with
theSimultaneous
appeals, the with
proponent
beforeonappeals
received
on March 28,
2018.
series)
appeals,
theto
proponent
proposal
ndedthe
their
proposal
a total of also
215 amended
residentialtheir
units
(showntoona total
Map of
2 below) and
ii.
Shift/time of day of work
residential units
andfrom
removed
Town-owned lands from their
oved 215
the Town-owned
lands
their the
subdivision.
iii. Participant’s department or type of work (for example:
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edition. This item is on the Council Agenda for Monday, July 13th
iv. Age group
v. Sex
vi. Live alone?
vii. Live with children?
viii. Household size (<>5?)
ix. Level of concern about COVID-19
x. Reason for concern
Outcome variables:
i. Rate of asymptomatic infection.
ii. Participation rate
iii. Time required to collect swabs
iv. False positive rate
v. Participant perception of value of test
“Testing is part of an overall strategy to monitor and contain the
spread of COVID-19 and to optimize the response to the COVID-19
emergency.” says Grey Bruce Top Doctor, Dr. Ian Arra. “Multiple
questions are still to be answered about COVID-19 testing strategies.
Such as the most effective frequency of testing in apparently healthy
asymptotic people. Participation of staff at Bruce Power may help
p 1: Airphoto of Subject Lands
us answer some of these questions. In addition, this will provide the
desired test results to these individuals.”
Staff from the Grey Bruce Health Unit will be on site at Bruce Power
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If a volunteer tests positive, the health unit will contact them to
guide them through the next steps. Most people who test positive
E-NEWSLETTER - Use the subscribe form on our website to
will need to self-isolate, which means that they must avoid contact
receive the weekly E-newsletter.
with others, including going to work. As with all potential exposures,
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER - You can also signup to receive the Ethe health unit will perform robust contact tracing and outbreak
newsletter through Canada Post $50 for 26 issues
management, as required.
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in
A full results of this study and subsequent analysis will be made
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
public following the conclusion of this work. No date has been set for
DONATE - If you would like to donate to The Review there is a
completion. We thank the volunteers for their valuable participation,
donate link on the website; email transfer to info@visitblue.ca or
and Bruce Power for their commitment to health.
a cheque can be sent to Riverside Press, Box 340, Clarksburg N0H
Dr. Ian Arra, Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer
To arrange to speak with Dr. Arra, please contact Drew Ferguson at:
1J0 - 519-599-3344, Office located at 22 Louisa St.E., Thornbury
519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1269

Corporate Policy “Virtual Public Meetings /
Public Engagement During Any Period Where
an Emergency has Been Declared to Exist in
All or Part of the Municipality”

Policy direction to establish guidelines on how Committees of
Council, Committee of the Whole, Committee of Adjustment, Council
and The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation will pursue
public engagement or receive public comments in response to a
public notice during any period where an emergency has been
declared to exist in all or part of the municipality.

Purpose

To promote transparency and efficiency in local government with
respect to the receiving of comments from the public and agencies
when virtual meetings are required.

Application

This Policy applies to public engagement (i.e. deputations), and
public and agency comments received in response to notices for
public open houses and public meetings/hearings.

Definitions

“Livestream” means the official livestream of the Town of The Blue
Mountains meetings.
“Meeting” means a Committee of Council Meeting, Committee
of the Whole Meeting, Committee of Adjustment Meeting, statutory
Public Meeting, Council Meeting or Blue Mountains Attainable
Housing Corporation Meeting.
“Virtual” means a method of electronic communication through
video and/or audio in which members of Committees of Council,
Committee of the Whole, Committee of Adjustment, Council
Meetings and The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation
can convene to discuss business in a manner that can be made
viewable to the public during any period where an emergency has
been declared to exist in all or part of the municipality.

Procedures

1. During any period where an emergency has been declared
to exist in all or part of the municipality, Committees of Council,
Committee of the Whole, Committee of Adjustment, Council
Meetings and The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation
Meetings will be held virtually using Microsoft Teams or any other
approved Virtual Meeting system.
2. The Committee of the Whole and Council Virtual Meetings will
be livestreamed, recorded and posted to the website following the
Meeting.
3. The Committees of Council, Committee of Adjustment and The
Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation Virtual Meetings
will be recorded and posted to the website following the Meeting.

Deputation Requests:

4. Members of the public wishing to appear as a deputation
at a Meeting are required to submit a deputation request form.
Once received, staff will provide connection details to the person
requesting the deputation as to how they may attend the Meeting
virtually or via telephone.

Public Meetings:

5. Members of the public are encouraged to provide comments or
questions in response to Public Meeting Notices in writing, via email
or regular lettermail. Any written comments received prior to a Public
Meeting will be summarized and included as part of the record of
the Public Meeting as referenced in the “Public Meeting Comments
Policy, POL.COR.15.02”.
6. Members of the public wishing to provide verbal comments at a

Virtual Public Meeting are required to pre-register at least one clear
business day in advance of the Meeting.
Information will be included on the Public Meeting Notice
providing details on how to pre-register for the Virtual Meeting. If a
member of the public does not have a computer, they can contact
staff via the telephone number provided in the Notice and staff will
provide a telephone number to allow that member of the public to
attend the Virtual Meeting via telephone. The Virtual Meeting link
will not be posted online.
7. Once pre-registered, connection details including a conference
identification number will be sent to the person registering to speak
at the Public Meeting. The conference identification number is not
to be shared.
8. Should a member of the public wish to make a presentation (i.e.
Powerpoint) at the Public Meeting, members of the public will be
directed to submit a deputation request. Associated presentations
are required a minimum of two business days prior to the Virtual
Public Meeting. Staff will display the presentation on the screen
during the Virtual Public Meeting using the ‘share screen’ function.
9. Members of the public attending the Virtual Public Meeting
are instructed to join the meeting at least ten minutes prior to the
scheduled start time. Upon joining the Virtual Meeting, speakers
will be “muted” until it is their turn to speak. Speakers are to provide
their full name and address. Once speakers have concluded their
comments, they are asked to leave the Virtual Meeting.
10. Applicants, agents or consultants attending the Virtual Public
Meeting are instructed to join the meeting at least ten minutes
prior to the scheduled start time. Upon joining the Virtual Meeting,
speakers will be “muted” until it is their turn to speak. Applicants,
agents or consultants are to provide their full name, address and
identify their client (if applicable). Once the Applicant, agent or
consultant have concluded their comments, they are asked to mute
their microphone and remain in the Virtual Meeting so as to be
available to answer any further questions Council, Committee or the
Board members may have.
11. Staff will ensure that the Public Meeting Notice indicates that
the meetings may be recorded and reference details with respect to
the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
12. Approved Minutes of the Virtual Public Meeting will be posted
on the Town’s website. www.thebluemountains.ca

ONTARIO NEWS
July 9th
Canada and Ontario Supporting Farmers through Enhanced
Insurance Protection
The governments of Canada and Ontario are providing the best
support possible to help farmers manage challenges beyond their
control by enhancing AgriInsurance coverage for the 2020 growing
season to include labour shortages due to COVID-19.
Ontario Expanding Natural Gas to Saugeen First Nation
The Ontario government is providing up to $1.8 million to expand
natural gas to households and businesses in Saugeen First Nation.
Bill Walker, Associate Minister for Energy, announced today that
construction has started on a new natural gas pipeline that will bring
more reliable and affordable energy to the Indigenous community.
Ontario Taking Bold Action to Address Racism and
Inequity in Schools
The Ontario government announced bold new changes to the
education system that will help break down barriers for Black,
Indigenous and racialized students and provide all students with an
equal opportunity to succeed. As part of this action, the province
will move forward with ending Grade 9 streaming into applied and
academic courses, proposing to eliminate discretionary suspensions
for students, strengthening sanctions for teachers who engage in
behaviour of a racist nature, and providing teachers with additional
anti-racism and anti-discrimination training.
Ontario Expanding Access to the Modern Digital Economy
The Ontario government is expanding access to reliable
broadband and cellular service in underserved and unserved parts of
the province. The application intake for the $150 million Improving
Connectivity for Ontario program (ICON) opens today. This funding
will help drive economic investment and job creation across the
province, while allowing more people to work from home more
efficiently, engage in online learning, and connect with family and
friends.

Blue Mountains Public Library

Window Shop at the L.E. Shore Library to explore our collections
and a variety of themed windows for every topic. Find a book
you like? Place a hold on any window item through our online
catalogue, by calling or emailing us, and there is also an online
form if you are looking for a genre or type of book! Curbside Holds
Pickup is available at the L.E. Shore Library on Tuesdays, Thursdays &
Saturdays from 10am-4pm.

July 2020 Online Programs
Astronomy Exploration: Wednesday, 1:30pm BMPL Zoom
Seniors Exercise : Mondays 10:00am, BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Monday Museum Memes : Mondays 10:00am, CHD Facebook
Game On Weekly Challenge : Mondays 1:00pm, BMPL Facebook
& Instagram
Retirees Coffee Hour : Tuesdays 10:00am, BMPL Zoom
Cluesday Tuesday : Tuesdays 12:00pm CHD Facebook
Wired Wednesday : Wednesdays 1pm, BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Bedtime Story Time : Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook,
Instagram & YouTube
“Building” History : Thursdays 11:00am, CHD Facebook
Digital Book Club : Thursdays 1:00pm , BMPL Facebook
Virtual Story Time : Fridays 11:00am, BMPL Facebook & Instagram
Summer Reading Club Meet-up: Fridays 2:00pm BMPL Facebook
Trivia Game Night : Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook
Family Craft Time : Saturdays 11am, BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Bon Appetite Sundays : Sundays 12:00pm, CHD Facebook

Attainable Housing Gateway Site Planning
Process Update

On Monday, June 29, 2020 the Town of The Blue Mountains Council
began the formal planning and public consultation process for the
Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation (BMAHC) Gateway
Site located at 171 King Street East in Thornbury. A final decision
has not been made regarding changes to zoning or the official plan
criteria for this site.
The BMAHC made a request to Council to clearly establish planning
parameters for the site to help the BMAHC embark on the hiring of a
design / builder private sector partner to develop and then build out
the site for attainable housing. This direction from Council will allow
staff to start the planning process to formally review and evaluate
the potential design/build alternatives for the site, including up
to a possible five-story option. Preliminary draft concept designs
were presented to the community to get the discussion started.
The draft concept designs can be viewed by visiting: https://www.
thebluemountains.ca/171-king-street-east-bmahc-gateway.cfm.
As in all other similar planning initiatives, the planning process
for the BMAHC Gateway Site will consist of drafting potential sitespecific planning amendments to both the Town’s Official Plan and
to the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw. The Planning Act process will
be followed, and if approved, changes to the Town’s Official Plan and
to the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw could allow for a mixed-use
development up to a maximum of five stories at the site. In other
words, the intent and purpose of initiating the planning process is to
allow the Town and BMAHC to evaluate these options and to further
consider public feedback from residents, local employers and the
community at large.
The Town would like to emphasize that the direction by Council to
start the planning process does not establish a final decision. Before
any formal decisions regarding the development are made, Council
will review the evaluations and will consider all public feedback.
As part of any final decision, both BMAHC and the Town will also
consider Design/Build options that will not require any Official Plan
Amendments.
All project updates and additional information regarding the
project will be posted and made available on the Town website by
visiting:
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/171-king-street-eastbmahc-gateway.cfm
Contact: Rob Sampson, Councillor / Chair of The Blue Mountains
Attainable Housing Corp. 519-599-3131 ext. 408

Local Immigration
Partnership Underway in
Grey and Bruce

Grey and Bruce Counties are joining
forces to address newcomer integration
and employment needs in the region.
The two counties have received funding
through Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada to form a Local
Immigration Partnership and hire a
coordinator. The partnership will help
create a more welcoming environment for newcomers by bringing
together various settlement programs and institutions to share
knowledge and develop resources. Melissa Avedesian will begin in
the coordinator role on July 6, 2020.
“Newcomers to Grey and Bruce bring skills and knowledge to our
communities and they are an important part of our future,” said Grey
County Warden Paul McQueen. “As our population continues to age
out of the workforce, it’s important that we have resources available
to help our newcomers settle in our region and call Grey and Bruce
Counties home.”
“Bruce County and Grey County have many of the same
opportunities and challenges with newcomer attraction and
retention,” said Bruce County Warden Mitch Twolan. “By working
together, we can pool our resources and networks to develop a
responsive and successful partnership.”
Newcomers have unique needs that can be challenging for service
providers. The Local Immigration Partnership will offer support
to local employers, school boards, healthcare centres, boards of
trades, professional associations, ethno-cultural and faith-based
organizations, social services sectors and other service providers.
Specifically, the project will focus on developing community-based
partnerships, enhancing access to services, improving access to
jobs and local training opportunities, and promoting the benefits
of diverse and multi-cultural communities. The Grey Bruce Local
Immigration Partnership will also be involved in local youth retention
initiatives to ensure youth newcomers have opportunities and
support they need to find employment in our region.
Organizing the project will be up to the newly hired Local
Immigration Partnership coordinator, Melissa Avedesian. Ms.
Avedesian understands local labour challenges well, having worked
previously for the Four County Labour Market Planning Board and
the Town of Hanover.

10 Tips For Surviving A Heat Wave While It’s Happening
1.

Never leave children or pets alone in hot vehicles—even for a
second.
2. Stay inside during the hottest part of the day (10 A.M to 4 P.M.)
and limit time outside in the Sun. Avoid strenuous activity and
postpone outdoor games and events.
3. If A/C is not available, stay indoors on the lowest floor in a wellventilated area with fans. Keep shades and blinds closed.
4. Stay hydrated with plenty of water—even if you’re not thirsty.
Don’t drink alcohol, sugary soda or drinks, or other caffeinated
beverages, as they will only make dehydration worse.
5. Eat small meals and eat more often.
6. Use sunscreen and wear loose-fitting, light-colored clothing and
a hat made of breathable material.
7. During heat waves, listen for weather updates from the Weather
Network.
8. Usually you could visit air-conditioned public spaces such as
malls, movie theaters, and libraries to keep cool but not in 2020.
9. Check on family and friends who are more susceptible, especially
if they may have lost A/C. Keep your pets indoors and make sure
they have access to a cool space and plenty of water.
10. If you feel overheated, cool off with wet washcloths, fans, and a
cool sponge bath or shower.

BVO Answers4Seniors

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal government
will issue a one-time payment for seniors to help them cover the
increased costs caused by the pandemic. Payments will be issued
starting the week of July 6, 2020.
Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC)/Service
Canada will provide eligible seniors with a one-time tax-free payment
of $300 for seniors eligible for the Old Age Security (OAS) pension,
with an additional $200 for seniors eligible for the Guaranteed
Income Supplement (GIS).
This measure would give a total of $500 to individuals who are
eligible to receive both the OAS and the GIS, and will help them
cover increased costs caused by COVID-19.
Individuals will not have to apply for this additional benefit.
We have also temporarily extended GIS and Allowance payments
if seniors’ 2019 income information has not been assessed. (income
information is collected and assessed when an individual’s income
tax return is processed). This will ensure that the most vulnerable
seniors continue to receive their benefits when they need them the
most. To avoid an interruption in benefits, seniors are encouraged
to submit their 2019 income information as soon as possible and no
later than by October 1, 2020.
ONE-TIME PAYMENT FOR SENIORS - WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
No application is required. All individuals who are eligible to
receive the Old Age Security (OAS) pension or an income-tested
benefit (e.g. GIS) in June 2020 will receive the payment.
If an individual becomes entitled to an OAS pension or incometested benefit retroactively to June 2020 (or earlier), the payment will
be issued later.
Individuals who are not eligible for an OAS pension or an
income-tested benefit in June 2020, but are eligible in July 2020 or
subsequently, will not receive the payment. This includes individuals
who have deferred the start date of their OAS pension until July 2020
or later. To change the start date to June 2020 or earlier, the applicant
must make a request for withdrawal or cancellation in writing, and
reapply as soon as possible. Any individual who may be eligible for
an OAS pension in June 2020 will need to have their application
processed by Sept 11, 2020 to receive the payment.
BENEFIT DETAILS
Individuals who are eligible to receive the OAS pension or an
income-tested benefit in June 2020 will receive one payment:
· OAS pension recipients will receive $300. This includes non-resident
and partial pension recipients.
·Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) recipients will receive an
additional $200 (for a total payment of $500).
· Allowance & Allowance for the Survivor recipients will receive $500.
A separate payment will be made to each member of a married or
common-law couple if eligible.
The payment is non-taxable. No taxes will be withheld and no
tax slip will be issued. The individual does not need to report the
payment on their 2020 tax return.
Any withholds on OAS or
income-tested benefits (such
as recovery tax, garnishment or
statutory set-off ) will not affect
entitlement to the full amount of
the payment.
PAYMENT DETAILS
The payment will be issued
in the same manner as the
recipient’s OAS monthly benefits,
but will be sent as a separate
direct deposit or cheque. If an
individual becomes entitled to
an OAS pension or income-tested
benefit retroactively to June 2020
(or earlier), the payment will be
issued at a later date. Pensions Call
Centre: 1-800-277-9915

Wearing of Face Coverings in Certain
Indoor Public Spaces

Details are being finalized for the Grey Bruce Medical Officer of
Health Order with respect to the wearing of face coverings in certain
indoor public spaces.
The Order will be implemented in conjunction with the provincial
Stage 3 re-opening; optimally three days following the provincial
announcement to provide sufficient time for affected parties to be
adequately prepared.
Enforcement in general will be based on the good faith of
individuals to participate as rigorous enforcement will not be desired.
The Order will enable establishment to require face covering use
by employees and customers and the means to remind the customer
that they should be wearing a face covering as a result of the Order.
For greater clarity, there is not a need for to turn away the customer
to achieve the best effort standard.
The Order would only apply to areas that are normally accessible
to the general public and would not include areas not generally
accessible to the public, such as the administrative area within the
establishment.
Considerations will allow exemptions for children under the age
of two years; or under the age of 5 years either chronologically or
developmentally unable to tolerate face covering, or refuses to wear
a face covering; for people who cannot tolerate face covering for any
medical condition; or any reason required under the Human Rights
Code. There is no need to provide a medical note.
Establishments in Grey and Bruce Counties may be able to obtain
masks for no cost based on donations to make available to people
who cannot purchase their own masks. For example, Bruce Power
has donated 120,000 one-time masks to local organizations including
Chambers of Commerce and Food Banks in support of ensuring people
have access in support of the re-opening. In addition, over July and
August, the company will distribute 30,000 re-usable masks through
all employees, pensioners and a range of community organizations
to support the need for masks in the community. Bruce Power is also
launching a Program called ‘Strength in Numbers’ where it will offer
organizations its bulk buying power so smaller organizations have
access to this lower pricing. Organizations looking for information on
these can email info@brucepower.com
“Asking people to wear a face covering is another tool we can use
to prevent spread of COVID-19.” says Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Ian
Arra. “We are seeing increasing complacency in the community with
earlier recommendations of physical distancing. That and the Stage
3 re-opening plan will, by definition, include activities with highest
contact intensity and that would require significant modifications to
maintain public health safety. Mask use will reduce the risk for the
most vulnerable of us.”
The Order will remain in place for four weeks, and can be renewed.
This will provide time to develop more permanent solutions such as
municipal by-laws or provincial regulations.
The Order is consistent with other health unit jurisdictions that
have implemented or soon to implement face covering requirements.
See our website for more information and answers to Frequently
Asked Questions for Wearing Masks and Face Coverings.
For More Information: www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Town Hall Reopening
on July 14 with Safety
Measures in Place

In addition, the Finance
Department will be operating a
separate counter for all financial
transactions. Public access will
be limited to the first floor only.
The Town Hall will be open for
More complex and inpublic access with modified
depth service needs, such as
customer service hours Monplanning services, building
Fri 11am-4pm and safety
services, applying for a marriage
measures in place. All Council
and Committee meetings will licence and the commissioning
continue to be hosted virtually of documents, will require
scheduled
appointments
at this time.
as
drop-in
service
will not
To help limit traffic into Town
be
available.
Appointments
Hall, residents are reminded that
online and telephone services will need to be scheduled in
will continue to be available. advance by contacting the
department.
Details
regarding
online appropriate
Contact
information
is available
services can be found on the
on
the
Town
website
by visiting:
Town website by visiting: www.
thebluemountains.ca/online- w w w.thebluemountains.ca/
staff-directory.cfm or by calling
services.cfm
Various safety measures and 519-599-3131.
This notice of reopening only
changes to Town Hall operations
and pedestrian flow have been applies to the Town Hall location
implemented to ensure both the at 32 Mill Street in Thornbury.
safety of the public and staff. A Additional information regarding
customer service kiosk will be facilities being reopened will be
available on the main floor to provided in the future.
assist with minor transactional
Shawn Everitt, CAO
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services and general inquiries.
(519) 599-3131

