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No Known COVID-19 Cases or Outbreaks in
any Grey Bruce Schools

Parents who may have or may be planning to withdrawn their
child from their local school fearing an outbreak of COVID-19 can
be assured there are no known active cases in any children in Grey
Bruce who have attended school since the start of the school year.
There is no COVID-19 outbreak in any Grey Bruce schools at this time.
To break the spread of COVID-19, it is important to continue to
follow current public health guidance, including:
• Watch your distance and maintain physical distancing of 2 metres
between yourself and others
• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, or alcoholbased hand sanitizer
• Wear face coverings correctly in indoor public spaces

The second service of the Grey Transit Route (GTR) will begin
operating between Owen Sound and The Blue Mountains on
September 23. The service will offer several rides a day with multiple
stops along Highway 26. The service runs Wednesday through
Sunday. This aligns with the needs of workers in the hospitality and
tourism industry.
Scheduled stops at the Owen Sound Hospital and Georgian College
will also increase access healthcare and education in the city.
GTR will operate four routes in total starting this fall. Service
on Highway 10 between Owen Sound and Orangeville began on
September 14. On September 29, the route on Highway 6 between School screening and return to school
Owen Sound and Wiarton will begin, running three days a week
The Grey Bruce Health Unit has heard from a variety of stakeholders
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Service along Grey Road 4 expressing substantial concerns about stringent application of the
between Flesherton and Walkerton begins on October 5, running current screening questionnaire that may send children for testing
Mondays and Fridays.
continued on page 2 when it is not required. This may also needlessly exclude children
from school, and result in isolation of household members including
parents’ inability to go to work. For example, one sneeze should not
warrant school exclusion, isolation, nor testing.
A new provincial screening tool addresses this issue. The new
interactive COVID-19 screening tool for students, parents and
teachers is available at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/.
The tool will assist to determine if a child should be staying home or
attending school. The new provincial screening tool is a step forward
from the screening questionnaire used to date by the schools. It is in
part in response to the backlog of requests for tests at Assessment
Centres. We believe this is an improvement over the previous
questionnaire.
Also, the current provincial guidance document requires a
symptomatic student and their asymptomatic (no symptoms)
household members to self-isolate for 14 days or until they receive
a negative COVID-19 test result. The new version of the provincial
guidance under development proposes a shift to “self monitoring”
for these asymptomatic household members. The favourable
local epidemiology allows the Grey Bruce Health Unit to safely
recommend early adoption starting today, September 18, 2020.
Council approved the purchase at $425,000.00. The subject lands Only the symptomatic student is required to self-isolate for 14 days,
have been identified to Council as a property of interest, with the or until they receive their negative results and are asymptomatic for
future best use being undetermined at this time. The lands do have 24 hours.
potential value to the Town for a range of future uses that may
In cases of a student or school staff with symptoms that they have
include collaboration with the Blue Water District Board of Education, had for months or years causing them to fail COVID screening (For
The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation and The Blue example, chronic medical condition such as, migraines, asthma,
Mountains Public Library.
allergies). Their family doctor with access to a patient’s medical
history, can play a role in helping them explain their pre-existing
conditions to their employer / school including documentations
The Town recently purchased the properties at 15 and 17 Arthur where warranted. Healthcare providers are NOT expected to certify
Street West in Thornbury for the purpose of developing a parking lot. that an individual does not have COVID, rather they may certify
The properties currently have buildings that need to be demolished that their patient’s symptoms are consistent with another health
and utility services that need to be removed to accommodate the condition.
parking lot construction in the future. The Town recently awarded • If such clearance for chronic disease from a healthcare provider is
tender 2020-09-ADM for Demolition Services at 171 King Street East
not available, a symptomatic student and school staff will only be
(Old Foodland Site) in Thornbury to Sittler Demolition. This contract
permitted to return to school if:
is currently being completed, thereby presenting the Town with the • They have received a negative COVID test result and has been
opportunity to obtain favourable pricing for the demolition and
symptom free for 24 hours AND are able to pass the Provincial
abatement work required at 15 and 17 Arthur Street West for a fee
Screening Tool.
continued on page 2
of $45,000.

Town to Purchase 19 Napier St.E, Thornbury

Demolition in Preparation for New Parking Lot
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Service along all routes will
be free from September 14 to
October 31, but seats need to be
booked in advance. All schedule
details can be found at grey.ca/
gtr
Grey County is working with
Driverseat Owen Sound to
provide 10 passenger vehicles
for the GTR service. Driverseat

staff have been operating safely
throughout the pandemic with
sanitizing procedures in place
for the protection of staff and
customers. For rider convenience,
Driverseat vehicles will be
equipped to handle electronic
fare payment once fares begin on
November 1.
Fares for GTR on the Highway
10 (Owen Sound to Orangeville),
Highway 26 (Owen Sound to
Town of the Blue Mountains)
and Grey Road 4 (Flesherton to
Walkerton) route are $5.00 for
adults, $4.50 for seniors 55+ and
students ages 6-17. Children
under 5 years of age ride for free.

Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, 22 Louisa St.
E., Thornbury 519-599-3345. Your events, stories and photos of
interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for
inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are
available by calling 519-599-3345 or www.visitblue.ca
E-NEWSLETTER - Use the subscribe form on our website to
receive the weekly E-newsletter.
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER - You can also signup to receive the
E- newsletter through Canada Post $50 for 26 issues
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE - Through our website link; email transfer to info@
visitblue.ca or a cheque can be sent to Riverside Press, Box 387,
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than
250 words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality
and civility. Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness,
relevance and diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted
acknowledge the author.

Fares for the GTR on Highway
6 (Owen Sound to Wiarton) route
are $3.00 for adults, $2.50 for
seniors 55+ and students ages
-17. Children under 5 years of age
ride for free.
As a COVID-19 precaution,
riders are required to wear face
coverings at all times.
“Once fully operational, the
GTR will provide the 99,000+
residents of Grey County with
a
dependable,
inexpensive
transportation
option
for
travelling with in the different
communities in the area,” said
Paul McQueen, Grey County
Warden. “With connections to

other transit lines, GTR not only
offers affordable travel around
our County, it offers a gateway
to the greater Toronto area and
beyond.”
Grey County has received
$1,850,000 under the Ontario
Community
Transportation
Program. Funding will support
local
and
intercommunity
transportation projects. This
funding will also support
transportation services to help
area youth access the Launch
Pad youth activity centre in
Hanover.
Call 226-910-1001 for tickets
or book online grey.ca/gtr

Continued from page 1
• OR - They have remained in home isolation for 14 days from the
onset of symptoms AND are symptom-free for 24 hours before
returning to school.
• All asymptomatic members of the same household are to selfmonitor for 14 days and take appropriate precautions should
symptoms appear. Asymptomatic students in the same household
may return to school and do not require a COVID-19 test.
• Any asymptomatic individual (even if a contact of a symptomatic
individual) does not need to be tested, unless directed to do so by
Public Health.
“We have identified the backlog of test requests related to school
screening and return to school protocols and are working with
schools, the local health care providers, and hospital COVID-19
Assessment Centres to address this issue.” says Dr Ian Arra, Grey Bruce
Medical Officer of Health. “At the same time we recognize the priority
of keeping our children, school staff, and the community safe.”
More information about testing can be found on Grey Bruce Health
Unit website School Information
For More Information: Dr. Ian Arra, MD MSc FRCPC ACPM ABPM
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer
To arrange to speak with Dr. Arra, please contact Drew Ferguson at:
519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1269 or
d.ferguson@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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Battery Collection

Begins the week of September 1, 2020 until September 30, 2020
For curbside collection, place batteries in battery bag (or clear
resealable bag) and place on top of your blue box on your day of
collection, from September 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020.
For Condos, place batteries in battery bag (or clear resealable
bag) and place inside the designated pail in central waste area, from
September 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020.

Blue Mountains Landfill

788090 Grey County Rd 13, Clarksburg
Hours:
Closed, Monday, Wednesday and Sunday
Tuesday
8a.m.–3p.m.
Thursday
8a.m.–3p.m.
Saturday
8a.m.–3p.m.

Proposed Masking By-law

Grey County is developing a proposed county-wide face mask
bylaw, which officials say would only be enacted if needed during the
COVID-19 pandemic and on the direction of the region’s top doctor.
Kim Wingrove, CEO addressed Grey County Council on the
The proposed Municipal Licensing By-law has been brought
forward for review with the intent of replacing the current Short principles of the proposed masking by-law that will come forward
Term Accommodation (STA) Licensing By-law. The process staff has to the Sept 24th meeting. It was noted that the County continues
initiated will repeal By-law 2013-50 and By-law 2014-45 in their to be under an order from the Grey Bruce Medical Officer of Health
entirety and a new Municipal Licensing By-law will be enacted to requiring face masks to be worn to help contain the spread of
replace it. The enactment of a new Municipal Licensing By-law will COVID-19. The order has recently been extended, but the intent is to
allow the Town to establish a range of new Licenses in the future. have a bylaw in place which would allow enforcement to take place
However, through this specific process, the rental of property on a across Grey and Bruce Counties by a wider group, including by-law
enforcement officers, police, etc.
short term basis has been the main focus of this project.
The by-law would apply to those over the age of 2 and those who
are not exempted for another reason. The proposed by-law would
require masking in an enclosed public place when the building is
L.E. Shore Library hours of operation have been temporarily adjusted, open to the public. The mask can be a medical or non-medical mask,
visit our website for updates.
which covers the nose, mouth and chin. The proposed by-law is
Sun & Mon CLOSED
consistent with the order currently in place.
Tue.		
11:00am - 6:00pm
Ms. Wingrove then outlined the proposed exemptions and
Wed.
12:00pm - 5:00pm
penalties.
Thu.
11:00am - 6:00pm
Proposed fines for face covering offences range from $125 to $500.
Fri.		
12:00pm - 5:00pm
Tampering with signs could cost you anywhere from $250 to
Sat.		
10:00am - 2:00pm
$1,000, and for business owners, failure to post signage may result
To support physical distancing, programs are continuing online, with in a $250 per-day fine.
few happening outside. Kids Club is replacing After School Kids’ Club,
Committee had questions and concerns around the ability
register now to sign-up for weekly activity packs.
of staff and business owners to approach patrons who are not
Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
wearing masks and requested consideration of adding in the
Instagram @bmplibrary
ability to enforce the number of people in social gatherings.
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot
www.grey.ca
YouTube: The Blue Mountains Public Library

Muncipal Licensing By-Law

Blue Mountains Public Library Update

September Programs 2020
Photography in Motion
Saturday, September 26 11:00am-12:00pm BMPL Zoom
Learn about life in motion with presenter David Chapman. .
Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Kids Club
Tuesdays 4:30pm BMPL YouTube
Session 1 runs from Sept. 15th to Dec. 14th. Registration now open!
Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help.
September 23 - World Book Online
September 30 - COVID App
Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Digital Book Club
Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Outdoor Story Time
Fridays 11:00am Front Lawn at L.E. Shore Library
Trivia Game Night
Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook
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Plastic Waste: Hair, There, Everywhere

Full disclosure. My husband sports a white ponytail. And I’ve been
suffering from (ahem) ponytail envy. So simple! No pricey haircuts!
Now nature is taking her course and dishevelled is my new look as I
undergo growing pains.
Downside? More shampoo is required to service lengthier locks.
Let’s see: how many plastic bottles of shampoo and conditioner
line our tub? I shudder to tell you.
The Plastics Lobby is powerful. Did you notice how quickly the
industry capitalized on the COVID crisis?
Here’s something each of us can do to reduce plastic waste: forego
bottled shampoo and conditioner. Buy bars instead.
You can so teach old dogs new
tricks. My honey and I quickly
learned to love our bars. Works
well on beards too! Beautifully
fragrant and frothy. Best stored
on a soap dish with drainage.
Now is the time to embrace
creative
experiments
and
support local business. The bars
are zero-waste, environmentally
friendly, and available nearby.
For further information check
out www.unwrappedlife.com or
the DaisyMarket at 51 Bruce St S,
Thornbury
Rosemary Gosselin
Climate Action Now Network
TOBM (CANN)

ATTENTION SHOPPERS
GENTLY USED AND NEARLY NEW
WOMEN’S DESIGNER CLOTHING SALE

Saturday Sept 26, 2020
9am-3pm

Georgian Peaks Ski Club, West Lodge
Thornbury • Pricing: from $2-$20
The current Grey-Bruce Health Unit protocols for COVID will be followed

Ontario Investing in Hospital Upgrades
and Repairs

Maintaining Hospital Infrastructure to Ensure a Safe Environment
for Patients
The Ontario government is investing $175 million this year to
address critical upgrades, repairs and maintenance in 129 hospitals
across the province, including $50 million for COVID-19 related and
other urgent projects. Through the Health Infrastructure Renewal
Fund, this funding will help hospitals maintain their infrastructure
and ensure a safe and comfortable environment for patients to
receive care.
The announcement was made by Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Health. As part of this funding, Trillium Health Partners
will receive over $3.4 million to support projects across all three
sites. Projects include replacing HVAC systems to improve indoor
air quality, installing newer and more reliable nurse call systems for
patients, and repairing roofs and elevators to maintain the facilities.
“Maintaining hospital infrastructure is another example of how our
government is ensuring that Ontarians have access to health care
services they can depend on, especially during these unprecedented
times,” said Elliott. “Our ongoing investments to support essential
projects like repairing roofs and windows and adding more isolation
spaces can make a big difference to a patient’s experience. It’s part
of our plan to build the capacity we need to end hallway health care
in Ontario.”
As the government continues to work toward bringing Ontario’s
world class health care system into the 21st century, this funding
will help hospitals address urgent issues such as upgrades or
replacement of roofs, windows, security systems, backup generators
and fire alarms. Projects will also support hospitals in their ongoing
response to COVID-19, such as updating HVAC systems to enhance
patient and staff safety, creating additional isolation spaces and
negative air pressure flow rooms to increase capacity, and enhancing
infection prevention and control measures.
“Delivering safe, exceptional care to our patients is our top priority
and we know that our patients’ physical environment plays an
important role in their comfort, healing and recovery during their
hospital stay,” said Michelle DiEmanuele, President and CEO, Trillium
Health Partners. “This funding is an important part of creating a
better environment for our patients to recover in and will allow us
to make critical infrastructure repairs and upgrades across our three
hospital sites.”
“Ontario hospitals greatly appreciate this investment in critical
infrastructure projects as it will improve quality of care for patients
in communities across the province,” said Anthony Dale, President
and CEO, Ontario Hospital Association. “Today’s announcement is
particularly important as it will help strengthen hospitals as they
continue to serve in the months ahead as the anchor of the Province’s
response to the pandemic.”

Supporting Individuals With Special Needs
At Our Local Events For Life Centre

Events for Life Centre Inc.
www.eventsfor.life
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Ontario Supports Northern and Rural Jobs
and Communities on the 100th Anniversary
of National Forest Week

Tree Trust On the Look Out for Special Trees

Tree Trust TBM is a charitable organization that collects donations from citizens who care about
the health and longevity of one of our community’s most valuable resources – our trees! We
use the funds to hire certified professional arborists to work on extending the life of selected
large, significant trees and, in each case, to plant two native saplings nearby to eventually take
John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, issuedover. TreeTree
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On the
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Betty Muise
the strategy and build a bright future for Ontarians in every region
bettymuise1@gmail.com
of this province.”

Grey Roots Re-opens

New operating hours are Wednesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. with extended evening hours from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday.
There is a discounted admission price until Thanksgiving of $5 for
adults, seniors and students and free to children 12 and younger.
Advance booking is required for all visits, including for those
wishing to donate items.
Telephone: 519-376-3690
102599, Grey County Rd 18, Owen Sound
www.greyroots.com/visit/hours-directions-admissions
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For more info contact:
Betty Muise
bettymuise1@gmail.com

For more info cont
Betty Mu
bettymuise1@gmail.c

Leisure Activities Plan Survey Closes Oct. 2nd COVID-19 Financial Impact Update
Committee of the Whole
FAF.20.141
At the June 30,

What does the future of recreation in The Blue Mountains look like?
Share your thoughts by taking the Leisure Activities Plan survey at
https://yourview.thebluemountains.ca/leisure-activities-plan.
Paper copies of the survey will be available at Town Hall and other
municipal facilities as they reopen to the public.
20 Questions on the survey dealing with:
Who you are! and your thoughts on:
- your favourite type of recreation;
- quality of recreation facilities presently in the town
- quality of athletic fields and courts
- quality of the multi-use trails
- quality of the recreational programs
- supporting a regional community hub
- most important criteria for a location of this facility
- what role should the Town take in the future
- accessibility concerns
The goal of the project is to anticipate and plan for the growing
and changing recreational activity needs and desires within the
community. When complete, the updated Leisure Activities Plan
(LAP) will identify and prioritize community wants and desires
and recommend a sound and realistic course of action to deliver
recreation facilities, programs, and services to our residents.
For more information, please contact:
Ryan Gibbons, Director of Community Services, 519-599-3131 x281

September 22, 2020

Page staff
6 of 7
2020 Committee of the Whole meeting
presented
report
FAF.20.100
“2020
Year
End
Variance
Analysis”
which
E. The Blue Mountains Strategic Plan
outlined the potential impacts on Town services due to COVID-19.
The Blue Mountains
Strategic Plan
Through
that report
staff identified $1,464,500 in additional costs
or
lost
revenues,
offset and
by Operational
$1,130,475
in Cost Savings.
Goal #4:
Promote a which
Culture ofwas
Organizational
Excellence
This
left
bottom
line
impact of $334,025 (projected
Objective
#4: aTo taxation
Be a Financially
Responsible
Organization
2020 deficit). Through the current report staff also outlined two
F. Environmental Impacts
non-COVID-19
related revenue shortfalls being Bylaw Fines and
Landfill
Tipping Revenues. In June, staff were forecasting a $40,000
N/A
By-law shortfall and $325,000 shortfall at the Landfill. This brought
G. Financial
Impact
the
projected
deficit up to $699,025. The below chart takes the
information
from
Mid-Year
report
and
updates
it with
new
The below chart takes
thethe
information
from the
Mid-Year
report
and updates
it with the
the new
forecasts andand
projects
provided in the Analysis Section above.
forecasts
projects.
Division (Item)
FAF.20.100 “2020 Year End Variance Analysis”
Provincial Support
Cancelled Ambassador Program

Impact on Year-End
$699,025
$(493,500)
$(30,000)

By-law Increased Revenue Shortfall

$25,000

Planning Increased Revenue Shortfall

$40,000

Paid Parking Increased Revenue Shortfall
BVCC Reduced Revenue Shortfall
Garbage Collection and Waste Diversion -Lessened Expense Overage
Landfill Increased Revenue Shortfall
Revised Year-End Impact

$55,000
$(38,000)
$(100,000)
$75,000
$232,525

H. In consultation with
Ruth Prince, Director of Finance and IT Services

I. Public Engagement
The topic of this Staff Report has not been subject to a Public Meeting and/or a Public
Information Centre as neither a Public Meeting nor a Public Information Centre are required.
Comments regarding this report should be submitted to Sam Dinsmore, Deputy
Treasurer/Manager of Accounting and Budgets at finance@thebluemountains.ca.

Josh Dolan BM Review 2020.qxp_JOSH REVIEW AD 2019-12-30 10:48 AM Page 1
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SATURDAY ONLY
SATURDAY ONLY

WE
PAY
YOU CASH
* THE BLUE MOUNTAINS *

MRZ PRECIOUS METALS
WELCOMES YOU TO CASH IN YOUR
GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY AND COINS
WE ALSO OFFER YOU THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GET EXCELLENT VALUE FOR OTHER
ITEMS, INCLUDING SELECTIVE: NAMED COSTUME JEWELLERY, STERLING SILVER
FLATWARE, MILITARY SOUVENIRS, POCKET WATCHES, AND GOLD DENTAL!!

THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO PRESSURE FOR YOU TO SELL
DO YOU HAVE
BROKEN CHAINS OR
ONLY ONE EARRING?
BRING THEM IN TOO.
WE PAY YOU BY
WEIGHT!!

BRING IN YOUR
COINS ALSO
* PRICES PAID
FLUCTUATE BY
THE MARKET

ENJOY THE CASUAL SETTING AT THE MARSH STREET CENTRE

187 MARSH STREET, CLARKSBURG ON.

SATURDAY ONLY

SELECTIVE: TOYS
AND FISHING
TACKLE
OR VINTAGE COLLECTABLES

1 DAY ONLY

COVID
PRACTICES

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

RETURN
VISIT

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17

*EXTRA* RECENTLY WE HAVE DONE PARTIES ON SUNDAYS IN THE
COLLINGWOOD AREA. HAVE A HOME JEWELLERY PARTY! INVITE FIVE OR
MORE FRIENDS TO YOUR HOME WITH THEIR JEWELLERY, COINS, ETC,
AND AS THE HOST YOU WILL EARN UP TO 10% OF THE SALES!!

COME IN, OR IF YOU NEED PERSONAL SERVICE PLEASE CALL 519-841-1731
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