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Agora Light Show

by Robert Burcher
Wow, what an experience! A
unique adventure for a crisp autumn
night. A 3 km walk in the dark on
the top of the escarpment at Blue
Mountain Resort on the trail that is
the ice-skating path in the winter.
The experience starts from the
village with an “in the dark” gondola
ride. I’ve never done that before and
to see the Village recede slowly into a
fairy-tale image was a “trip” by itself.
As you slowly rise the view of a very
black Georgian Bay looms behind
the frantic glow of Collingwood. Then to venture into the dark spooky woods illuminated
at first by tiny solar lights is a challenge as your eyes adjust to pitch blackness. But soon
enough you start to hear amplified deep voices coming at you through the forest and the
light show begins. Much like the previous light show around the pond last winter, this is a
high tech / gee whiz / oh wow event. But this year there is a cultural theme underlying the
event and that is that Blue Mountain Resorts is honouring the native history of our land.
It gets pretty mystical at times so take what you can from the voices in the forest and the
written dialogue on the info panels and then move on to just enjoy the spectacle.
During these restrictive Covid times this is a great outing – especially for a family. But
make sure everyone in your group has their own flashlight. It is quite easy to get separated
from your group as different parts of the show attracted different folks.
Prices range from $14 to $29 for different age groups. www.bluemountainvillage.ca

Business update: by Robert Burcher

We periodically do updates on the new businesses in town. Also, those that have suffered
in these desperate times and closed up shop. So here we go with the sad news.
Axed the axe throwing party place in the Mews has closed that location but continue
with their mobile operation. Loved You Madly (consignment clothing) has expanded into
that space. In the same building Rocky Shores Cosmetics is moving to an online store for
October and November and opening in a new location for the first of December. The Tree
Green Team of slab wood tables is closing in Clarksburg and moving to a new location.
The restaurant called Grey, on the harbour hill closed but The Park Bench Diner has taken
its place.
There are two new food takeout places that have opened; The AKI Sushi on Louisa St. E.
and the Pasta Shop on the Bruce St. hill. The Bruce Wine Bar has expanded with a Bodega
for takeout food and wine. The Dam Pub has had a setback and with a two-week closure
will reopen on October 8th for take-out Thurs-Sun 4-8pm.
New - Dinner with a View - Summitview
Pavilion at Blue Mountain Resort. Come
and sit down for a meal with the best view
on the Escarpment! Enjoy a light appetizer
and drink, or fuel up for the day with one of
their classic BBQ favourites hot off the grill.
Parking is available at the top of the OpenAir Gondola. Any guests with reservations
after 6pm will have to park at the top of the
Resort.
The numerous coffee shops in town are
doing a booming business as we all crave
the mood enhancing brew. Tim Horton’s
has reached capacity with the drive thru lineup reaching out to the street. Check out the
coffee at the Circle K convenience store at the Ultramar Gas Bar where the machine grinds
your beans and brews a fresh coffee every time! The Cideries and Wineries are filled to
capacity (at least Covid capacity) and the daily lineup outside of the Thornbury Cidery is an
indication of how well they are doing.
It seems that this fall there will be no shoulder season locally as tourists keep coming and
the local snowbirds are roosting at home this year. - PAGE 1 / BMR SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 -
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Crossing Into
Retirement

End of an era as
30-year commitment
to community safety
concludes for School
Crossing Guard.
If you’ve grown up
in Thornbury over
the past 30 years,
you’ve likely had
assistance crossing
the road safely en route to or from Beaver Valley
Community School, thanks to long-standing
Town employee Marilyn Antler. Since 1988,
Marilyn has served the community as a Crossing
Guard at the intersection of Bruce and Napier
Streets with back-up and assistance provided
by Linda Potter. After a long legacy, Marilyn has
decided it’s time to put the stop sign and vest
away and step into retirement.
During her tenure, Marilyn has been a
friendly face and trusted adult that has helped
thousands of kids get to school safely. To say
she has saved lives is not an overstatement, “I
pulled a few kids off the road that didn’t pay
attention - one by his knapsack!” recalls Marilyn.
She notes that not all motorists obey the rules
and it can be dangerous if/when cars don’t slow
down or kids don’t listen.
One of the greatest joys of her job was
interacting with the kids, watching them grow
up, saying ‘hello’ to them in the community and
ultimately, watching them become parents
themselves, with their own school-aged kids.
While many things are different this school
year, the absence of Marilyn at her post has
been noted by community members as backto-school season arrived. “I’ve had people
contacting me to see if she’s ok. People really
miss her.” says her daughter, Melinda. Marilyn
misses it too but at the age of 76, it’s time for
her to focus on her family and her health. One
thing she is looking forward to now that she
doesn’t have to be on duty three times a day is
sleeping in!
In anticipation of Marilyn’s retirement,
recruitment efforts were made to fill the role but
generated no applicants. As such, the Town is
actively working to find an alternative solution.
Despite the fact that Marilyn will no longer
be maintaining her post at the crosswalk, her
passion for pedestrian safety remains with this
parting message for kids, “Don’t rely on the cars
to do what’s right. Wait for them to come to a
complete stop before you cross that road.”
If you would like to share a memory
or message of appreciation with Marilyn
Antler, please contact Jim McCannell at the
Town of The Blue Mountains. jmccannell@
thebluemountains.ca
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Blue Mountains Public Library Update

L.E. Shore Library has Tech Loans available in our Library of Things.
Borrow iPads, Chromebooks, Digital Cameras, Portable Project
Screens and more! The Creator Space Mobile Digital Arts Lab also has
great webinars for anyone looking to develop their digital arts skills.
Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot
YouTube: The Blue Mountains Public Library

October Programs 2020

Light Pollution: Much More Than Just Seeing The Stars?
Thursday, October 15th 7:00pm BMPL Zoom
Light Pollution reaches so much further than just the extinguishment
of our stars at night. Join Ian Wheelband from the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada for a virtual discussion on nighttime lighting and
how it impacts our environment. Register now for your ticket to this
engaging online event.
Virtual Star Gazing
Tuesday, October 20th 7:00pm BMPL Zoom
Identify Fall constellations using a live sky video with Ian Wheelband
from RASC. This is a rain or shine event, as you’ll still be able to view
the sky from a remote telescope! Open to all ages, register to get
the link to the meeting.
Author Talk with Terry Fallis
Thursday, October 22nd 7:00pm BMPL Zoom
Award-Winning, bestselling author Terry Fallis will be presenting on
his seventh and most recent novel “Albatross”. Read all of Terry Fallis’s
works to get ready for this exciting virtual Author Talk. Register now
to guarantee your spot.
Break the Fake: How to Tell What’s True Online? Workshop
Monday, October 26th 10:00am BMPL Zoom
Learn four quick, easy steps you can take to spot misinformation
and find out if something online is true or not! By the end of this
workshop, you’ll be able to know what’s fake news and what’s real
news. Register now to attend this online workshop.
Spooktacular Halloween Howl
Saturday, October 31st 10:00am BMPL Facebook
Calling all witches, goblins and ghosts to our Spooktacular
Halloween Howl! Join us for a frightfully good time when we share
spooky stories and activities. Howl with laughter when you stop in
for a spell on our Facebook page.
One Card, One Million Possibilities: Ontario Public Library Week
Sunday, Oct 18th to Saturday, Oct 24th BMPL Facebook & Instagram
Each day during Ontario Public Library Week, we’ll be celebrating
and sharing how each library card is One Card One Million
Possibilities. We’ll give you a behind the scenes look into the life in
and at the library, by celebrating and sharing through social media.
Break the Fake: Media Literacy Week
Mon., Oct 26 to Fri., Oct 30 BMPL Facebook, Instagram & Twitter
Help spread the word about the importance of media literacy and
good digital citizenship. Break the Fake activities will connect us
from coast to coast to coast as we all learn to spot the Fake News
all week long as we share tips to help you stay safe online and learn
Fake News identifying skills.
Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook
Sharon is online, providing a short exercise video on Facebook.
Light stretches and aerobics. Sitting or standing, no matter your
ability. Improve your fitness and balance.
Kids Clubhouse
Tuesdays 4:30pm BMPL YouTube
Kids Clubhouse is a fun and exciting program, just for kids, that
provides engaging and interactive activities, crafts, puzzles and
more in weekly activity packs. Weekly activity packs will be available
for children registered in the program that they can create through
the week at their own pace or by following along to a video shared
on YouTube. Session 1 runs from September 15 to December 14.

Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help.
October 7th - Homework Help Resources
October 14th - Finding New Books in our Catalogue
October 21st - Customizing the Background of your Device
October 24th - Media Literacy Week: Keeping your Children Safe
Online
Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube
Jen will be reading quiet stories to put your family in the mood for
dreamland.
Digital Book Club
Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Let’s talk books!
What are you reading? Receive book
recommendations or give book suggestions. An interactive
Facebook Live weekly event.
Virtual Story Time
Fridays 11:00am BMPL Facebook
A great way to start your weekend! Watch from the comfort of your
own home. Every week features stories and fun. Ages 0-5 yrs or
anyone who likes a good story.
Trivia Game Night
Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook
Join the fun for an interactive online Trivia Game Night. Answer
trivia questions and compete for the top-spot on our scoreboard.
Find the link to the game on the BMPL Facebook page.

Sign up for the Weekly E-Newsletter of
The Review or receive by mail - 25 issues / $50
www.visitblue.ca or call 519-599-3345
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Freshness is back with The Good Food Box

3rd Wednesday of the month (12-6) at
Beaver Valley Community Centre; Meghan Loney 705-444-4497

17 sites across Grey Bruce are resuming operations with increased
protective measures related to COVID-19, such as hand sanitizers,
masks and distancing practices.
By purchasing wholesale, the Good Food Box makes fresh fruits
and vegetables more affordable for all community members. The
program supports the local food system and healthy eating.
Anyone in Grey Bruce is encouraged to order the boxes. More
orders create greater discounts through bulk purchasing. The boxes
are pre-ordered for $16-$20 each and packed by volunteers on the
distribution date. Community members can find information on a
Good Food Box location close to them on 211 or visit Good Food Box.
A sponsoring system is also in place, allowing organizations and
businesses to purchase boxes for clients. Sponsored boxes can
be purchased through the Owen Sound location, OSHaRE, but are
available for all Good Food Box locations.
For More Information: Laura Needham, 519-376-9420 ext. 1267
L.Needham@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

BVO Challenge 2020

The BVOChallenge2020 is
currently close to $16k raised.
They now have a matching
donor up to the $20k they were
hoping to raise, so NOW is the
time to donate as funds are
matched dollar for dollar!
The idea was initiated by
Duncan Armstrong, a 15-yearold skier at the Peaks, but
made a reality when nearly
30 teammates stepped up to
participate and raise money
for the Beaver Valley Outreach.
The athletes wanted to give
back to the community and do
their part when they heard the
BVO needed help due to the
temporary closure of its Treasure Shop. Athletes took on challenges
such as weight lifting, running, planking as well as skate-a-thons and
surf-a-thons to raise money. Please note ‘BVOCHALLENGE200’ in the
‘in honor of’ box on the website when making a donation so they can
track their total goal! www.bvo.ca #bvochallenge2020

BVO Opens Its Newest Seniors’ Program:
Seniors Centre Without Walls

This October, BVO is opening its newest seniors’ program, Seniors
Centre Without Walls. The new initiative, a free, telephone-based
activity and information program, is available to seniors who
have access to a phone, but don’t have a computer or an internet
connection.
BVO was inspired by the experience of Seniors Centres Without
Walls that serve seniors in several parts of the province with many
different living situations and weather conditions. The isolation
imposed by COVID-19 made this program an even more attractive
way to keep seniors connected to community life.
Through group phone calls led by volunteer facilitators and guest
presenters, Seniors Centre Without Walls will help seniors stay in
touch with each other and keep active and informed.
Weekly programs will include educational/ health/wellness
sessions and fun and relaxation activities on the phone from the
comfort and safety of their own home.
“Seniors Centre Without Walls is an isolation-reducing program
for seniors and adults with limitations who find it difficult to leave
home - a great program that is currently helping people in many
communities across Ontario,” says BVO Program Coordinator Pamela
McDermid. “And, the opening coincides with the 30th anniversary of
the United Nations International Day of Older Persons, October 1st.”
“Right now, for the new program to take root in The Blue Mountains
and surrounding communities, our immediate need is to let seniors
(and anyone in the community who knows of an isolated senior)
know about the program, and contact us with their suggestions
for interesting activities to include in the program schedule,” says
McDermid. “We’ve learned from other Seniors Centres Without
Walls across the province that activities are limitless: games, trivia,
exercises, guest speakers, birthday and holiday celebrations, inspiring
‘good news’ stories, health and wellness, finance, gardening, music,
spirituality. It’s also a great new volunteer opportunity for seniors
who are willing to lead activities by phone, taking what they love
and sharing it with the community from the comfort of home.”
To learn more about BVO Seniors Centre Without Walls, share your
ideas for activities or volunteer to work on this new program, call
Pamela McDermid at 519-599-2577, ext. 6, or email seniors@bvo.ca.
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St. George’s, the Anglican Parish of the
Blue Mountains Spearheads Two FREE MEAL
Programs This Fall

WE
PAY
YOU CASH
* THE BLUE MOUNTAINS *

SATURDAY ONLY

SATURDAY ONLY

The meals include rolls, a salad, celery and carrot sticks plus
a fruit. The main course includes comfort food like meatloaf,
lasagna, or casseroles, plus a desert of brownies or cup cakes or
cookies. The meals for seniors include a hearty home-made soup.
Each week one of the teams of 6 cooks prepares the meals, cooks
and when cooled, packs them ready for pick-up or delivery on
Friday.
St. George’s is also involved with the Breakfast Bag Program
which operated during the Back-to-School period. This program
replaces the BVO’s Breakfast Club which, because of COVID,
can no longer operate at the school. In August, Foodland put
together bags containing different varieties of breakfast snacks
and breakfast foods. They sold them at different denominations $10, $20 and $30. It is reported that they “flew off the shelves” and
were sold out in a week. The Breakfast bags are being stored at St.
George’s and continue to be distributed to local school families
through BVO.
Donations in support of the Senior Caring Meals Program or the
Community Cares Schools Meal outreach program can be made
In the St. George’s kitchens, from the left are, Team Leader Adel Denver and at any time by mailing a cheque to St. George’s “Meal Outreach
Volunteer Chefs Mae Farmer, Sandy Macaulay and Monica Wilkinson. Chefs Program” , St. George’s, The Blue Mountains,
Dylan Raye and Judy Stewart had completed their tasks and had already P.O. Box 9 Clarksburg, N0H 1J0 519-599-3047
departed.
As part of its Beyond Our Doors outreach
program, St. George’s, the Anglican Parish of the
Blue Mountains, is now offering two free meal
programs to families across the Blue Mountains.
The Senior Caring Meals Program was started
in mid-March in response to the Covid-19
pandemic. Chef Jean Lewis Knight came up with
the idea as a partnership with St. George’s to use
the church’s extensive kitchen facility. Since then
it has been delivering up to 40 meals a week to
seniors across the Blue Mountains with access,
medical or financial problems. If you are aware
of a family or a single senior who would enjoy
a free, complete and nutritious meal, please call
the church office at 519-599-3047 before noon
on Monday.
MRZ PRECIOUS METALS
This fall, a second free meal program, The
WELCOMES YOU TO CASH IN YOUR
Community Cares outreach program was
GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY AND COINS
launched in partnership with Foodland,
BVO, the Rotary Club and the Beaver Valley
Community School. This program provides
WE ALSO OFFER YOU THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GET EXCELLENT VALUE FOR OTHER
a free weekly Friday night meal to 20 BVCS
ITEMS, INCLUDING SELECTIVE: NAMED COSTUME JEWELLERY, STERLING SILVER
families. The number of recipients ranges from
FLATWARE, MILITARY SOUVENIRS, POCKET WATCHES, AND GOLD DENTAL!!
70 to 90 depending on the size of the families
THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO PRESSURE FOR YOU TO SELL
being served. The school’s teachers recommend
the recipients each week and Heather Offord at
BRING IN YOUR
DO YOU HAVE
COINS ALSO
BROKEN CHAINS OR
the school advises St. George’s how many meals
ONLY ONE EARRING?
for each size of family. The Community Cares
*
PRICES PAID
BRING THEM IN TOO.
FLUCTUATE BY
program is completely anonymous and allows
WE PAY YOU BY
THE MARKET
WEIGHT!!
families to have a free meal ready for pickup at
St. George’s, while others can have their meal
delivered to their home. The Community Cares
ENJOY THE CASUAL SETTING AT THE MARSH STREET CENTRE
program has received financial support from
187 MARSH STREET, CLARKSBURG ON.
Grey County and The Blue Mountains and is
scheduled to run weekly until Christmas.
COVID
SELECTIVE: TOYS
This expansion taxed Jean’s original oneAND FISHING
PRACTICES
TACKLE
person operation. The solution is a team of
30 St. Georges volunteers who have taken
OR VINTAGE COLSATURDAY OCTOBER 17
RETURN
LECTABLES
over. Because of Covid distancing rules, only
10:00
AM
4:00
PM
VISIT
6 volunteers can operate in the St. George’s
kitchen. There are four teams of 6 volunteer
*EXTRA* RECENTLY WE HAVE DONE PARTIES ON SUNDAYS IN THE
chefs. Each Thursday one team of 6 meet to
COLLINGWOOD AREA. HAVE A HOME JEWELLERY PARTY! INVITE FIVE OR
prepare a meal and come back 4 weeks later.
MORE FRIENDS TO YOUR HOME WITH THEIR JEWELLERY, COINS, ETC,
Ruth McWhirter and Dorene Taylor create the
AND AS THE HOST YOU WILL EARN UP TO 10% OF THE SALES!!
menu each week and order the food from
Foodland, which is delivered to the church
at cost - a wonderful contribution to the
COME IN, OR IF YOU NEED PERSONAL SERVICE PLEASE CALL 519-841-1731
community!

SATURDAY ONLY

1 DAY ONLY
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Bulbs, Beautiful Bulbs Work Now and Enjoy Them in the Spring

John Hethrington, Master Gardener, Emeritus
Past President, Master Gardeners of Ontario 519-599-5846
Spring flowering bulbs are the best blooming investment you
can make in your garden, BUT you have to do the work now to have
beautiful blooms this spring! While you can plant bulbs into late
November, get them into the ground in early October; water them
well and their roots will grow vigorously this fall to give you better
blooms next spring.
Now, what to plant? There is a huge variety of spring bulbs, different
colours, different heights and most important, different bloom times.
Your objective should be to use this variety to generate the longest
possible period of bloom, from snowdrops in early April to alliums in
June.
EARLY		
MID SEASON		
LATE
Snow Drops
Trumpet Daffs
Late Flowering Tulips
Crocus		
Hyacinth		
Lili Tulips
Anemone Blanda
Mid Season Tulips
Grape Hyacinths
Mini Daffs
Double Daffs		
Giant Alliums
Early Single Tulips Fritillaria Imperialis
When buying bulbs, as in most things, SIZE MATTERS. Bigger bulbs
make bigger blooms. Check out the size of the bulbs that are available
and pay a little more for bigger bulbs. Some online suppliers provide
mixed collections of different colours that will save you money. If you
order from a catalogue, get your order in fast as some suppliers run
out of the most popular kinds early in the season.
Planting is easy. Select a sunny area, the more sun the better. If
your garden is shady, don’t worry, plant very early bulbs which will
enjoy the sun coming through the bare branches. Your soil should
drain well, as bulbs don’t like wet feet. If you have clay soil, add 3
inches of sand to the bottom of the hole. Ideally, you should have a
loose soil with lots of organic material like compost, at least for the
soil used to fill up the hole.

DO THIS NOW AND GET THIS NEXT SPRING
Plant bulbs in large concentrated groups of 7 to 11 in several spots
in your garden for a real show. Otherwise you will have a spotty
“meals” display with little impact. Avoid long rows of say 20 daffs.
Five groups of 5 will be more impactful. Plant a minimum of 5 to 7
bulbs in each hole, spaced 3 inches apart. The experts say, always
plant odd numbers. (I’m told it’s a design thing.) Check the package
for the proper depth to plant, as it varies by type of bulb.
Dig a good-sized hole to an inch below the correct depth, loosen
up the soil at the bottom, add a sprinkle of bone meal (formula 4
-10 – 4, make sure it’s a big middle number) and mix it in, tamp down
the soil, add an inch of compost and set the bulbs in the compost. Fill
up the hole with more soil/compost mix, adding a sprinkle of bone
meal when the tops of the bulbs are covered. For our cold winters,
when the snow melts away in mid-January, it’s good to add a couple
of inches of mulch now. It will help keep the soil temperature more
even. Pull it back in early spring for the sun’s warmth and reapply
after blooming to deter weeds.
Now what about pesky squirrels? They love tulips and will dig up
your tulip bulbs this fall and eat the blooms in spring. Some people
recommend moth balls on the top of the soil, but don’t go as far as
a pellet gun. I recommend a piece of chicken wire placed an inch
below the soil over tulip bulbs and then and covered up. You can add
moth balls for good measure, but the squirrels can’t get through the
chicken wire. Next spring, the tulip stems will come right through the
wire and bloom.
Happy Gardening

Climate Action Now Network - CANN

Kim Harris, Clarksburg
Small changes for the better of the planet
Is it just me or has 2020 has been like the seventh circle of hell?
(In the seventh circle you’re boiled in blood.) We’ve had a pandemic,
wild fires, killer wasps, and hurricane season has barely started.
With all that’s going on it seemed like the perfect time to stop
colouring my hair. No one would notice! I always knew it couldn’t
be good to put a smelly soup of chemicals on my scalp but I never
cared. But it turns out that in giving it up there are gains to be made.
First of all, it’s a money saver. Which means you’ll have more to spend
at the LCBO. Second of all, it’s fun to see what kind of hair you have
after years of basically wearing a disguise. And since we’re social
distancing, you’re home for that awkward stage when you look like
you should wear a hat. In reducing packaging and toxins, you get a
little rush of a good deed done. It’s small, I’ll admit.
Climate crisis is real. We might think we have no real control over
it but we can reduce, reuse and recycle in all areas of our lives. The
craziness of 2020 won’t last forever but neither will we if we keep
treating the planet like a landfill. If we start with the small things then
other green hacks just might get easier.
- PAGE 6 / BMR SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 -

Senior Dental
Program Expansion
to Markdale

The Ontario government’s
recent announcement of
funding to expand access to
the Ontario Seniors Dental
Care Program will enable
a new clinic to open at the
South East Grey Community
Health Centre in Markdale.
The Ontario government
is providing $25 million to
support 78 infrastructure
projects across the province,
including building new dental
clinics and renovating existing
facilities.
Grey Bruce Health Unit put
forward a capital funding
proposal for one-time funding
of $320,000 for Owen Sound
and $336,900 in Markdale to
make upgrades to be able to
offer Senior’s Dental Clinics in
these locations. The clinics are
located at:
• Grey Bruce Health Unit,
101 17th Street East, Owen
Sound
• South
East
Grey
Community
Health
Centre, 55 Victoria Avenue,
Markdale
Upgrades will begin by the
end of 2020. Currently, the
Grey Bruce Health Unit is able
to provide senior’s dental care
in the Owen Sound clinic only
and has been providing care
to eligible clients with urgent
dental needs throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Ontario Seniors Dental
Care program provides free
routine dental care for eligible
low-income seniors across
Ontario who do not have
dental benefits. Ontarians
aged 65 years and over with
an income of $19,300 or less,
or couples with a combined
annual income of $32,300 will
qualify for the Ontario Seniors
Dental Care Program.
Seniors can call Grey Bruce
Health Unit at 519-376-9420
to speak about qualifying for
and enrolling in the program.
For More Information:
Carrie Greig,
Registered Dental Hygienist,
Grey Bruce Health Unit
1-800-263-3456 ext. 2233
c.greig@
publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Notice of Public Open House (Virtual)
Community Improvement Plan
Project
What is a Community Improvement Plan?
The Town is undertaking a study to prepare a new Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for
attainable housing as well as refresh another separate existing CIP. A CIP is a planning and
economic development tool that municipalities may use to facilitate broad community
revitalization goals through grants or loans to private property owners and tenants. This
Project will consider opportunities for the Town to administer grants or loans to encourage
private sector investment in attainable housing. It will also consider opportunities to update to
the existing Commercial Core CIP that exists for Thornbury, Clarksburg, and Craigleith.
Community Involvement:
The purpose of this virtual Open House is for the public to get involved and offer input on the
Town’s Community Improvement Plan Project. The Town is currently seeking input to develop
an Attainable Housing Community Improvement Plan and review the 2011 Commercial Core
CIP.
When & Where?

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 @ 5:00PM – 7:00PM
Hosted via MICROSOFT TEAMS
ANY PERSON may attend the virtual Open House, but pre-registration is required.
How Can I Attend The Open House?
Anyone wishing to attend the Virtual Public Open House should pre-register early, and
no later than Friday October 16th, 2020 at 11:00am).
For those without a computer, a dial-in number is available.
Please contact the Planning Division to pre-register or provide comments at
CIP@thebluemountains.ca or by calling the Town at 519-599-3131 extension 263
During the Open House, there will also be an opportunity to provide comments using a live
chat forum provided through the virtual platform (Microsoft Teams). Should you require any
assistance, the Town can accommodate.
Other Opportunities to participate:
We value your input throughout the Community Improvement Plan Project. There are a
number of ways you can stay engaged, receive updates and provide your input. Below is a list
of ways you can provide feedback to the Town.
Visit the website for regular study updates and materials at
www.thebluemountains.ca/community-improvement-plan-.cfm?is=2
Sign-up for our Interested Parties email list by emailing
CIP@thebluemountains.ca
Complete the online survey at
http://yourview.thebluemountains.ca/community-improvement-plan
Submit written comments via email to
CIP@thebluemountains.ca
or via regular mail to:
CIP Project Comments, Town of The Blue Mountains, 32 Mill St., Box 310, Thornbury NOH 2P0
For more information on the project please contact:
Nathan Westendorp, Director of Planning & Development Services,
Town of The Blue Mountains at CIP@thebluemountains.ca or
Robert Rappolt, the Town’s consultant Project Manager from
WSP at Robert.Rappolt@wsp.com
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In Memoriam

VERNON LLEWELLYN VICKERS

Vernon Vickers passed away peacefully at
Grey Bruce Health Services in Meaford on
Tuesday, September 8, 2020 in his 98th year.
Born in Euphrasia Township on November 9,
1922, Vernon was a son of the late Jasten and
Mary (nee Wright) Vickers. He was the loving
husband and best friend of Helen (nee Curry)
Vickers, and was predeceased by his first wife
Phyllis (nee McClean) Vickers on September 16,
1986. Vernon was the kind and loving father
of Nancy Phillips (John) of Owen Sound, David (Cathy) Vickers of
Meaford, Rosemary (Don) Duncan of Bracebridge, and Janice (Wayne)
Neveu of Whitby. He was the proud grandfather of Trevor, Graham,
Jessica, Taylor, Ryan, Aric and Brianna, and great grandfather of Ben,
William, Nathan, Alexandria, Reilly, Declan, and Gabriel. Vernon was
the much loved stepfather of Keith (Kathy) Boyes, their family Steven
(Allanah) Boyes and their daughter Lily-Grace.
He was predeceased by his sister June Woodhouse (late Harold),
and will be remembered fondly by his nieces, nephews and their
families. Vernon was a man who farmed and worked off the farm as
well. He loved life, he became an accomplished furniture maker and
his wares were sought after by his family and friends. Vernon loved
attending dances with Helen and spending time with his family and
friends. A private family visitation and service will be conducted at
the Ferguson Funeral Home in Meaford, with interment following at
Lakeview Cemetery.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Residential
Hospice of Grey Bruce ‘Chapman House’ or the Grey Bruce Animal
Shelter would be appreciated and may be made through the Ferguson
Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON N4L 1B9 to whom
arrangements have been entrusted. www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

GERTRUDE ‘TRUDY’ SCHMIDKA

Gertrude passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
September 22, 2020 at the Hospice Georgian
Triangle ‘Campbell House’ in Collingwood at the
age of 94.
She was born in Austria on July 16, 1926.
Gertrude will be sadly missed by her husband
of 69 years, Walter Schmidka. She was the
much loved mother of Walter Svajda and his
wife Linda, and grandmother of Michael Svajda,
his wife Tanya and great grandmother of Jessie
Svajda and Jasmine Tessier, Jasmine’s husband Josh and great great
grandmother of their daughter Josie.
She will be remembered for her love, kindness and support
shown to her family and her love of animals. Gertrude became a
World Champion Bowler and travelled all over the world. She and
her husband Walter moved to Canada in 1959. She worked for 20
years as a mortgage officer for the T.D. Bank in Toronto. Gertrude
and Walter moved to Thornbury in 1980 and she lived there happily
until her passing.
As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Hospice Georgian
Triangle ‘Campbell House’ would be appreciated and may be made
through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON
N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

Grey Roots Re-opens -

102599, Grey County Rd 18, Owen Sound
New operating hours are Wednesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. with extended evening hours from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday.
There is a discounted admission price until Thanksgiving of $5 for
adults, seniors and students and free to children 12 and younger.
Advance booking is required for all visits, including for those
wishing to donate items. Tel: 519-376-3690 www.greyroots.com

Grey County and Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Reach Historic Agreement

Grey County and the Saugeen Ojibway Nation (SON) have
reached an agreement settling Grey County’s involvement in SON’s
long-standing legal action in relation to parts of the Saugeen
(Bruce) Peninsula. The agreement settles a claim launched by SON
approximately 25 years ago and is a positive step towards fostering
further cooperation and reconciliation between Grey County and
SON.
The claim went to trial in 2019. After several years of discussions,
Grey County and SON have reached a settlement that includes the
transfer of approximately 275 acres of County forest in Georgian
Bluffs known as the Mountain Lake forest property.
Grey County is the first municipality involved in the claim to reach
a settlement. SON will continue to pursue its legal claim against
the five remaining municipalities and the federal and provincial
governments. The full terms of the settlement are confidential, but
Grey County has included the property in the settlement in the
spirit of reconciliation, and without any admission of liability on the
County’s part.
Grey County Council must formalize the land transfer by passing a
by-law at its next meeting on October 8. County staff will be reaching
out to the community and will host an online information session
about the land transfer in October. After the transfer is complete, the
property will continue to be subject to all regular land use planning
policies and procedures.
Backgrounder
SON is made up of two First Nations – the Chippewas of Saugeen
First Nation and the Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation –
with a shared history and ancestry. SON’s traditional homelands –
or its territory (see attached map) – includes the Saugeen (Bruce)
Peninsula and about 1.5 million acres of land to the south of it,
stretching from Goderich to Collingwood.
SON launched a claim related to some of the lands on the Peninsula
25 years ago against Canada and Ontario. The case is about the
actions of the British Crown who, in 1836, pressed SON to surrender
1.5 million acres of its lands south of Owen Sound. In exchange, SON
says that the Crown made an important promise: to protect the
Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula for SON, forever. But, 18 years later the
Crown came back for a surrender of the Peninsula.
SON’s legal action says that this was a breach of the duty the Crown
owed to SON, and that the Crown misled SON in the negotiations
leading up to the surrender. It seeks the return of lands on the
Peninsula that are still owned by Ontario or Canada or have not
been bought and paid for by third parties. As such, SON’s claim also
includes some municipal road allowances and shore road allowances.
That
includes
roads owned by
Grey County.
The agreement
between
Grey
County
and
SON settle the
portion of the
claim
against
Grey
County,
but the claim
is
continuing
against Canada,
Ontario and the
five remaining
municipalities.
The trial began
in April 2019,
and
closing
arguments are
scheduled
for
October 2020.
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Blue Mountain Resort Prepares For
Winter 20/21 - Be Safe. Be Kind. Have Fun.

After a successful summer season, Blue Mountain Resort is busy
planning for their 80th ski season with a focus on health and safety.
The Resort has now had some experience implementing adapted
operations in response to COVID-19 and will prepare for winter by
exercising learnings from their summer reopening.
In an effort to control visitation levels and provide a more open
mountain experience, Blue Mountain Resort will limit day lift ticket
sales, providing more access for season pass holders including Ikon
Pass, Ikon Base Pass and 5x7®, eliminating the need for advanced
reservations at this time. Blue Mountain will continue to follow the
ever-changing situation and update its policies as needed.
While continually monitoring government and health updates, the
Resort remains committed to following all mandated Public Health
guidelines and updating operations accordingly. “We are strongly
encouraging our guests to go online prior to their visit to Blue,” said
Skelton. “We all love winter and are excited to get back to skiing and
snowboarding. Planning ahead will help everyone have the best
experience possible.”
What to expect at Blue Mountain Resort this winter:
• Physical distancing will be enforced at all chairlift lines, retail, rental
and lesson facilities, as well as lodging and dining common areas
• Face coverings will be required. Guests and employees must wear
a mask or face covering indoors, on chairlifts and in areas where
physical distancing cannot be accommodated
• Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting procedures at all high-touch
points with hand sanitizing stations placed throughout the Resort
• Limited indoor capacities with more outdoor seating options
available
For the best experience, guests should review winter updates
online at bluemountain.ca/winterexperience or contact the Blue
Mountain Contact Centre at mail@bluemountain.ca in advance of
their visit to confirm guidelines, potential restrictions, closures and/
or advance purchase requirements.

Muncipal Licensing By-Law

The proposed Municipal Licensing By-law has been brought
forward for review with the intent of replacing the current Short
Term Accommodation (STA) Licensing By-law. The process staff has
initiated will repeal By-law 2013-50 and By-law 2014-45 in their
entirety and a new Municipal Licensing By-law will be enacted to
replace it. The enactment of a new Municipal Licensing By-law will
allow the Town to establish a range of new Licenses in the future.
However, through this specific process, the rental of property on a
short term basis has been the main focus of this project.

Proposed Masking By-law

Grey County has reconsidered a county-wide face mask bylaw,
with the intent to allow enforcement to take place with by-law
enforcement officers, police, etc. including fines. The current mask
rules are in place as per the Health Unit instructions.

Parking at Kolapore Uplands on Grey Rd 2

Vehicles parking on both sides of Grey Road 2 in the vicinity
of the Kolapore Uplands parking lot are causing safety concerns
and operational conflicts. As an interim safety measure, County
maintenance staff have erected ‘no parking’ signs.

Communications Strategy
Public Survey
To improve and strengthen communication and public engagement, the Town of The Blue Mountains has
launched a public survey to gain feedback from residents and stakeholders. The survey results will be reviewed
by the Community Communications Advisory Committee and Town Staff and will be used within the creation of a
comprehensive Communications Strategy for the Town of The Blue Mountains.

Help answer these questions!

How would you like the Town to communicate with you?
What Town news are you interested in learning about?
How often do you visit the Town website?
Do you use social media?
To complete the survey online, please visit the link below and sign in or register to create an account. Paper copies
of the survey will be available at Town Hall and at The Blue Mountains Public Library Branch.
The deadline to complete the survey is Sunday, October 25, 2020.

https://yourview.thebluemountains.ca
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Grey Transit Route Service from
Owen Sound to The Blue Mountains

The service will offer several rides a day with multiple
stops along Highway 26. The service runs Wednesday
through Sunday. This aligns with the needs of workers
in the hospitality and tourism industry.
Grey County is working with Driverseat Owen
Sound to provide 10 passenger vehicles for the
GTR service. Driverseat staff have been operating safely throughout the pandemic
with sanitizing procedures in place for the protection of staff and customers. For rider
convenience, Driverseat vehicles will be equipped to handle electronic fare payment
once fares begin on November 1.
As a COVID-19 precaution, riders are required to wear face coverings at all times.
Scheduled stops at the Owen Sound Hospital and Georgian College will also increase
access healthcare and education in the city.
Service on Highway 10 between Owen Sound and Orangeville began on September
14. On September 29, the route on Highway 6 between Owen Sound and Wiarton will
begin, running three days a week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Service along
Grey Road 4 between Flesherton and Walkerton begins on October 5, running Mondays
and Fridays.
Service along all routes will be free from September 14 to October 31, but seats
need to be booked in advance. All schedule details can be found at grey.ca/gtr
“Once fully operational, the GTR will provide the 99,000+ residents of Grey County
with a dependable, inexpensive transportation option for travelling with in the different
communities in the area,”
said Paul McQueen,
Grey County Warden.
“With
connections
to other transit lines,
GTR not only offers
affordable travel around
our County, it offers a
gateway to the greater
Toronto
area
and
beyond.”
Grey County received
$1,850,000 under the
Ontario
Community
Transportation Program

From Jim Wilson, MPP Simcoe-Grey

September 24, 2020 - Although I have been
discussing my intentions with family, friends
and constituents for months, I have today
formally informed the Simcoe-Grey Progressive
Conservative Riding Association that I will not
be seeking the party nomination to run as their
candidate in the next Ontario provincial election;
nor will I run as an independent candidate. I have
asked the Association to establish a Candidate
Search Committee and begin the process of
reviewing potential candidates for the next
election.
It has been my privilege and pleasure to have
represented the riding for more than 30 years. I
am grateful for the support shown me since I
was first elected in 1990, and returned to the
legislature with healthy pluralities in seven
subsequent General Elections. In that time, our
region has experienced significant growth, and I
have done my best in government, in opposition
and independently to ensure that the province
delivered the services and infrastructure our
families, businesses and communities need to
succeed and prosper into the future.
I want to congratulate Premier Ford, and my
colleagues in his government, for the exceptional
work they are doing leading Ontario’s response
to the most challenging health crisis the world
has seen in generations. Together we can defeat
COVID-19.
I do not know what is in store for me personally
in the years to come. Be assured that I will always
have the best interests of Simcoe-Grey in mind
and will continue to contribute in any way that I
can.
Thank-you everyone for your help and support.
I am honoured and humbled.
Please accept my best wishes.
Jim Wilson

Call 226-910-1001 for tickets or book online grey.ca/gtr
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Update from Grey Bruce Health Unit
COVID-19 Community Clusters

The Grey Bruce Health Unit has identified a cluster of COVID-19
cases in eastern Grey County resulting from some individuals failing
to adhere to social gathering recommendations, regulations and
basic COVID-19 preventive guidelines. A number of active cases
share a common association.
In the last few days, Grey Bruce Heath Unit contact tracing has
followed up with approximately 100 contacts, including 32 known
high risk close contacts, within this one cluster. Subsequent testing
confirmed five individuals positive for COVID-19. Those individuals,
as well as all the close contacts in this cluster, have been asked to
self-isolate for 14 days. It is expected a few more people currently
being monitored by the health unit as a result of the cluster could
test positive for the virus in the coming days. Cases will continue to
be identified on the Health Unit’s daily situation report.
This cluster will be posted on a secure national monitoring site,
accessed only by public health agencies, to assist in identifying any
potential COVID-19 links or cases outside Grey Bruce.
“In this case, we are confident we have reached the close contacts
of this cluster and we’re managing them and it’s not beyond our
capacity. So, there is no need to post a business or post the name or
location.” says Dr. Ian Arra, Grey Bruce Medical Officer of Health. “While
the outbreak is in several communities, the one thing in common is
that people lowered their guards. It is mainly related to people overextending social gatherings and having too many contacts.”
Although not connected to this cluster, similar cases of individuals
failing to heed limits on contacts continue to emerge. Each
circumstance requires close scrutiny and an assessment of the risk
to individual contacts. Public Health is the only authority that can
identify close contacts. If you are not contacted by Public Health you
need not worry about the need to be tested.
To break the spread of COVID-19, it is important to continue to
follow current public health guidance, including:
• Watch your distance and maintain physical distancing of 2
metres between yourself and others
• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, or alcoholbased hand sanitizer
• Wear face coverings correctly in indoor public spaces
For More Information:
www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Provincial Developments:

Support for Residents, Caregivers and Staff in Long Term Care:
Premier Ford announced that the province is investing an
additional $540M to protect residents, caregivers, and staff in longterm care homes from future surges and waves of COVID-19.
The province is also making changes to its visitor policy to longterm care homes, to ensure that long-term care homes in areas of
highest community spread are able to continue to keep residents
safe and prevent the spread of COVID-19 within their homes.
Effective Monday, October 5, 2020, visitors to long-term care

homes in these areas will be restricted to staff and essential visitors
only, which includes essential caregivers.
Premier Ford encouraged family members or friends of residents
to apply to be caregivers so they can continue visiting these homes
explaining that “we have made it possible for family members or
friends to come in as caregivers.”
Friday’s announcements by Premier Ford came on the heels of the
release of the province’s fall preparedness plan earlier this week. So
far, the plan has included:
•
$70M to launch a flu immunization campaign and $1B to
expand testing and contact management capacity;
•
the start of COVID-19 testing in pharmacies;
•
new guidelines that shift testing away from those that are
asymptomatic to a more targeted approach;
•
$30 million to rapidly identify and contain COVID-19 outbreaks,
including deploying hospital infection prevention and control
resources to support long-term care homes and developing
a COVID-19 surveillance strategy to monitor the disease and
detect cases and outbreaks in a timely manner; and
•
the launch of campaign to recruit more provincial workplace
health and safety inspectors.
Thanksgiving
On the question of how to celebrate the upcoming holidays, Dr.
Williams said “if you’re going to have a Thanksgiving where you
would like to maybe have a very large, extended group into your
location, we may be asking that you would limit that and keep it to
those that are part of your household.”

www. wienerdogrescue.com
Help us with our Vet bills please - Save us your Alcohol Containers
In the Meaford/Thornbury area please call Teresia for pick up 226-974-5059
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~ Volunteer
~ Adopt
~ Donate
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News from the Marsh Street Centre

Despite the rapidly changing climate of COVID, Marsh Street
Centre had a very busy month in September!
The first week of September a group of hard-working volunteers
cleaned, painted and helped lift and move furniture into the new
office. The office is now open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 AM
to 1 PM.
September 11, The Marsh Street
Centre honoured Rob and Linda
Potter with a Lifetime Membership
for more than 20 years of service.
“We started in August, 1999, with
nothing but a great idea and a lot
of dreams and ended up starting
something that serves the whole
community”, says Rob. Many thanks
to Rob and Linda who have made so
much difference to the Marsh and
our community.
September 12, 11am Attendees
of the Annual General Meeting heard how the Marsh Street Centre
had a record year in earnings last year - all thanks to their many
sponsors, grantors, donors, renters, members and attendees and to
their hard working staff, volunteers and board. The fiscal year for
2020 will not touch those results by a long shot, due to COVID, but
the Marsh is optimistic - and still working hard - to make sure our
performing arts and community centre stays alive and well.
September 12, 7pm Robert Michaels, with his band and a
gorgeous flamenco dancer, welcomed people back into the Marsh
after five long months of closure.
September 19, The Town of Blue
Mountains celebrated Oktoberfest!! Even
though COVID restrictions (announced
that afternoon) forced the Town to close
the Dine-In option, they were able to
invite “Dine-Ins” to the Drive-thru at the Beaver Valley Community
Centre. 270 hot, delicious meals were served and the Marsh Street
Centre received approx $3000 from the event. Many thanks to
the Town of Blue Mountains Grants and Donations Committee,
to Foodland for all their help and to the Marc Anthony Venere
Foundation for donating the gorgeous glass beer steins! The 50/50
winner was Lou Endrizzi who won $1625. Congratulations!!
September 24, The Marsh said goodbye to Kerrie Muschalla, who ran the office
for 3 1/2 years. Anyone who has gone to
the Marsh will know what a cornerstone
she was to the centre. Everyone wishes her
well in her new role as Manager of Clear
Choice Pools and Spa!
Despite new second wave restrictions,
the Marsh is still open to renters with
groups up to ten and they are planning
a NEW Lunch “N” Learn program to be
announced in November.
Stay tuned to www.marshstreetcentre.com for new updates and
more things to come!
HOT TUB RAFFLE
The hot tub is generously donated by
Thornbury Clear Choice Pools and Spas
(value $6,000) Tickets $20 each
DINNER FOR 10 RAFFLE
2nd prize Lora Bay Foursome Round of
Golf; 3rd prize Gift Card at Scandinave Spa; 4th prize tickets to
Thornbury Community Theatre. Tickets $10 each.
Draws to be held December 6th
Tickets at www.marshstreetcentre.com/shop
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